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Text:  John 14:15-31 ESV     Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  16 And I will ask the Father,

and he will give you another Helper,[a] to be with you forever,  17 even the Spirit of

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows

him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be[b] in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.   19 Yet a little while and the

world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.

20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  21

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he

who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself

to him.”  22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest

yourself to us, and not to the world?”  23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves

me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him

and make our home with him.  24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my

words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  26 But the Helper,

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave

with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  28 You heard me say to you, ‘I

am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced,

because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.  29 And now I

have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may

believe.  30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is

coming. He has no claim on me,  31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so

that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

Footnotes:

[a]  John 14:16 Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7

[b]  John 14:17 Some manuscripts and is



Introduction:  How many places have you lived?

I counted my addresses from the time I was born.  It was nearly 30 different

addresses.  These many times are difficult transitions in life because moves can

be forced upon us and not even be planned.  Exciting and difficult, all in the same

moment, is when a minister and his family leave the familiar and arrive at some

brand new - even foreign place.  There can be new climates (Illinois to New

Mexico).  There can be new cultures (Ohio to New York or New Mexico to

Michigan).  New School systems can create challenges.  Even drinking water and

heating systems can provide additional adjustments (spring water to city water;

natural gas, fuel oil, wood, even coal).

I have always wondered where do I consider home.

Where do you consider home?

I Can’t Feel At Home In This World Anymore

This world is not my home I’m just-a-passing through

My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue

The angels beckon me from Heaven’s open door

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore

Oh Lord you know I have no friend like you

If Heaven’s not my home oh Lord what would I do

The angels beckon me from Heaven’s open door

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore

One of the hardest time for a minister and his family is also about learning new

names and adjusting to new leaders, new ways of doing church.  Even with the

trauma of all these things - that is not the worst.  Our children now live outside

our home, and we like it that way.  We have been here in Weston since November

1, 2015, and we are in our 6th year here - twice as long as Jesus had with his

disciples.  We have shared a lot over these past years.

Teresa and I have had to make a lot of hard decisions lately, and we know that

you are not going to understand, but we have decided to go home to where our

family is....so I am very sorry to inform you that I must formally submit my

resignation effective immediately and we will be leaving in just over 7 weeks.



That was a cruel, but necessary dramatization of what it must have felt like on a

much more intense scale when Jesus started his farewell discourse with his disciples

recorded here in John’s gospel.  I am not planning on leaving now, but Jesus was...

The disciples had asked a lot of questions about Jesus’ departure much like

children sitting on the floor as they notice mom and dad putting on coats and hats:

Where are you going (v.2, v. 4)?

Can we go with you (v. 5)?

Who is going to stay with us (v. 16)?

It must have seemed that Jesus was leaving at the most inappropriate time!

Later, after Jesus’ resurrection, their joy was restored, but then there was the

ascension.  Then they would ask:  Why, God, would you take Jesus away again?

We just got him back from the grave and were getting used to his being with us again.

Yet, God did not make a mistake (He never does) by removing Jesus from this

world prematurely.  In fact, if you think about it, when Jesus was here on earth

he really was confined and controlled spatially.  He could only be in one place at a

time.  Soon after his ascension, Jesus would provide believers with the Holy

Spirit.  God’s Spirit can now be in hearts all over the world at the same time.

Almost 2000 years after Jesus left the earth, you can still tell Who Are God’s

People!  God’s people can be easily identified by their:

1.  Obedience to God     2.  Receipt of the Holy Spirit and      3.  Life of Peace

You Can Tell Who Are God’s People by Their:

I.  Obedience to God

Obedience is a key characteristic of the Christian life.  It is a requirement placed

on all followers of Jesus.  Just revisit our morning text with me:  15 “If you love

me, you will keep my commandments.    21a Whoever has my commandments and

keeps them, he it is who loves me.   23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me,

he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and

make our home with him.  24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.

And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.



Christ is the best example of obedience.   31 but I do as the Father has commanded

me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

The cross not only showed us how much God loved us, but also that the Son

obeys the Father.  Jesus does not artificially ask us to do things that he has not

done.  He tells his followers, like him, they also must “deny self, take up their

cross and follow him.”

In John 8:51 ESV  51 “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will

never see death.”

Jesus tells us that keeping (obeying) God’s word will result in eternal life.

In the first-century Church there was no place for half-hearted Christians.  When

Jesus said “Let not your heart be troubled,” he was saying don’t let your

convictions be shaken.  “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus said, i.e., don’t be timid, or

cowardly about your faith.

There was good reason for this type of encouragement.  The word “witness” or

“testimony” is connected to the Greek word “martyr.”  It wasn’t easy then.  It

was easier in the 1950s to be a witness and to be recognized as a Christian.

More and more today, though, Christians are marginalized, threatened with

sanctions and not respected in many circles.  Persecution is coming to a church

near you, very soon!

You can tell a lot about a family and a parent/child relationship by how the children

obey.  John tells us multiple times that obedience is about love and life and faith.

I John 5:2-3 ESV  2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we

love God and obey his commandments.  3 For this is the love of God, that we keep

his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.

“His commandments are not simply moral precepts:  they involve a whole way of

life in loving union with him.” - Raymond Brown, John, Vol II, p. 638

This kind of love puts God first.  It must be like that with our neighbor as well.



You Can Tell Who Are God’s People by Their:

II.  Receipt of the Holy Spirit

For the Church, Jesus’ resurrection was also a preview of his departure and the

gift of the Holy Spirit being given in His absence.  Christians recognize Jesus.

They know Him relationally, not just know about Him.

Illus.  Years ago, I was in on the ground floor of a commercial dryer being built

for Beatrice Foods in Covington, Ohio.  I really did understand most of the facts

and plans about all the equipment that made up the system, BUT it wasn’t until I

had first-hand experience working with it that I could teach others.

There are a number of reasons Christians are given the Holy Spirit.  One is so we

do not feel like orphans.  Jesus said, 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will

come to you.   God brings us a new identity through his spiritual parentage.

When we become a Christian, we change fathers and gain a completely new

family of brothers and sisters.

Illus.  Every year back in the 60s LCC students would have a Christmas party

for the orphans at the Oddfellows Children’s Home in Lincoln, Illinois.  The

children were starved for attention.  They wanted a new identity and family and

just wanted to be loved and accepted.  Sometimes our elderly feel abandoned and

left unprotected.  God can take away these feelings especially if we have the Holy

Spirit either directly or indirectly.

In our passage in John’s gospel, Christ was leaving his disciples and was going to

send the Holy Spirit - Paraclete, Comforter, Counsellor, Advocate (παρακαλεωπαρακαλεωπαρακαλεωπαρακαλεωπαρακαλεω).

There are four principles to understand about the Holy Spirit this morning:

1.  The Holy Spirit is a gift (v. 26).  The Holy Spirit is given/sent never

gotten by our effort.  In Acts 8:18-20 an attempt is made by a man named Simon

to buy the Holy Spirit.  Little has changed in some circles where people are

manipulated “to get the H.S. and made to feel second-class if they don’t receive

all the gifts of the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is given as a gift at our baptism.  And

God decides who receives what spiritual gift!

2.  The Holy Spirit always acts in accordance with God’s Word and will.

When there are those who say one thing or another claiming it came from God,

PLEASE check the Word of God against what is being said and credited to God.



3.  The Holy Spirit is not just a warm fuzzy, “just me and God” experience.

Christianity dares not devolve into mere feelings.

4.  The Holy Spirit will teach us all things.  The early Christian definition

for being “lost” was to have amnesia.  What we learn from God is timed by him.

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  26 But the Helper,

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.

You Can Tell Who Are God’s People by Their:

III.  Life of Peace

God’s people need not be anxious or worry about material things, or about

anything, because God is in control.  We need to rest easy in the knowledge that

God loves us, and has our best interest at heart always.

Peace is sought in our culture by the side of mountain lakes, in cabins in the

woods or on white-sand beaches (some call this “beach therapy”), fly fishing out

in a remote stream, or morning walks out in nature.  But then when we are

removed from this environment, the anxiety returns.  So what is wrong here?

Illus.  I had a car stolen in Deming, NM right from in front of the church on a

Sunday morning.  We allowed God to take care of this while never asking for any

human help directly.  Jesus said:   27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to

you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,

neither let them be afraid.

This peace, Fred Craddock says, “is not a truce with one’s environment whereby

hassles are avoided and comfortable nests are undisturbed.  It is not ‘getting

away on weekends’ to a mountain lake or a strip of private beach, as attractive

as that may be.  The peace of God is the confidence that God is God and neither

our gains nor our losses are ultimate....Hassles as we go through life neither

prove nor disprove God’s presence and therefore create nor void the peace of

God.”     (John, p. 111)

Conclusion:  I suppose there are a lot of events that could fracture our peace,

but whatever they might be God can help.  The only secure situation is with God,

the Father; Jesus, the Son; and the Holy Spirit.



Obedience demonstrates love/commitment and also makes it possible with the

help of the Holy Spirit to experience eternal life and that should give us peace!

Have you been obedient to God’s commands (faith, repentance, confession, baptism

and afterwards leading a holy life)?  If you are a Christian, we will dwell with

God someday (v. 2) in one of the many rooms he has prepared, but in the meantime

God lives in you by means of the Holy Spirit (v. 23).

Mark 13:32-37 ESV No One Knows That Day or Hour

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33 Be on guard, keep awake.[a] For you

do not know when the time will come.  34 It is like a man going on a journey, when

he leaves home and puts his servants[b] in charge, each with his work, and

commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.  35 Therefore stay awake—for you do

not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight,

or when the rooster crows,[c] or in the morning—  36 lest he come suddenly and

find you asleep.  37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

Footnotes:

[a]  Mark 13:33 Some manuscripts add and pray

[b]  Mark 13:34 Or bondservants

[c]  Mark 13:35 That is, the third watch of the night, between midnight and 3 a.m.

There was a crisis with the early Church because of Jesus’ leaving.  At His next

coming there will be another crisis/judgment for you if you never had a saving

relationship with Jesus.   If you would like to experience peace beyond all measure,

why not accept and obey Jesus as Lord and Savior, now, and then you can receive

the gift of the Holy Spirit, today?


