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Introduction:  Time is a very precious commodity.  There was a short time for

Jesus - only about three years in which to prepare a few people who would impact

the world forever.  But where and how would Jesus start?  Most effective ministries

even today are much longer.

Timing is very important in many things.  An auto mechanic knows, that if timing

isn’t set right, a motor may not run at all.  In the dairy business milk needs to be

treated at a temperature for a set amount of time.  The process is called

“pasteurization”.  Too little time and the product is unsafe and might cause sickness

or even death.  Too much time might produce a product not fit for consumption.

The farmer realizes that timing is critical to many aspects of producing a successful

harvest.

The miracles Jesus performed had not convinced everyone as to His identity and

purpose.  His disciples, and even His own family did not believe in Him completely.

Who was this Jesus?  In fact, who is this Jesus of John’s gospel record?

One possible way to describe Jesus is:

I.  Jesus Is a Threat.
He sometimes appears to be a threat because we can’t control Him like His

brothers wanted to.

John 7:1-4 ESV  1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in

Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him.  2 Now the Jews' Feast of

Booths was at hand.  3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea,

that your disciples also may see the works you are doing.  4 For no one works in

secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the

world.”

I hope you can appreciate Fred Craddock’s remarks here regarding how even

family members did not understand who Jesus was or what his true mission was.

“If any error needed correction it would more likely be that of assuming those

persons in close proximity to Jesus had a distinct advantage over believers of

another time and place.”



Many people, both then and now, wanted Jesus to fit their preconceived idea of

who He should be.

A.  Jesus is a threat to cultural thinking.

New-age philosophy and secular humanism put man at the center of the universe.

In that way of thinking Man is his own god.  Jesus is being more and more

excluded from public conversation.  But no matter what your science books say or

the news media might report or exclude, God, through Jesus, created the kosmos

and everything that has been made.  God in Jesus must be our proper focus!

B.  Jesus is a threat to relationships.

Jesus’ teaching and witness threatened to take disciples away from the established

religious rulers.  Jesus was so much a threat that they wanted to kill him.  And

they wanted to kill Him now rather than later, but His time had not yet come.

John 7:28-30 ESV  28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know

me, and you know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He

who sent me is true, and him you do not know.  29 I know him, for I come from him,

and he sent me.”  30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on

him, because his hour had not yet come.

Jesus was in complete control.  The timing for Him to be our sacrifice had to be

according to God’s timetable.  He had to die a certain way so that when He was

lifted up He might draw all people to Himself.  He would raise from the dead on

the third day according to Scripture and Jesus’ own predictions.  He had to ascend

to the waiting Father so that the Holy Spirit might be given as a gift to those who

believed.  The Holy Spirit was not sent just as a Comforter, but also to help us

proclaim the truth about God in Jesus Christ.

Raymond Brown in summing up concerning Christ said, “There is never a serious

question raised about Christianity being believable, but whether a person will

submit to the Lordship of Jesus.”

Most of us like to be in control.  Few of us like to relinquish control.  The idea of

control is the justification given when a baby is intentionally aborted in the womb.

Afterall, “a woman has the right to be “in control” of her own body,” they say.



Sometimes control is just another term for manipulate or murder.  There were

those that wanted to control and exercise authority over Jesus, but Jesus had but

One to whom He was responsible.  God would say when and how and what.

Jesus already knew why!

Jesus came in secret, not publicly to Jerusalem because his hour (time) had not

yet come.  Jesus’ goal was always “to show us the Father” and not to draw

attention to Himself.  That is a good goal for us as well!

It actually is interesting to see how Jesus is in control by His timing.  In John 11

we see Jesus waits days before going to raise Lazarus from the dead, no matter

how urgent the request.  And in John 4 He gives an instant result for a request to

heal a nobleman’s son.  Many times He just does the unexpected.

C.  Jesus is a threat because of peer pressure.

The reason some people do not take stands against ungodliness is that they value

their “friendship” with the world and want everyone to be their friend.  Jesus

says, if you follow me, and you are a true disciple, the world will hate you, too.

Craddock shares here (pp. 58-59) - “The church is not to be surprised to find

itself the object of hatred in the world.  That comes with discipleship...But the

church which knows its own time will speak and do the truth and bear the

consequences...”

Some worry about what others might think about us if we accept Jesus’ teachings.

John 7:12-13 ESV  12 And there was much muttering about him among the people.

While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the people

astray.”  13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

This would happen later with a blind man in John 9:35.  Sometimes with the best

of intentions even religious leaders keep people from God.

Finally:

D.  Jesus is a threat to our self-importance.

We no longer have the final word.  As Christians our consideration must broaden

to what is best for God and others.  We must show the kind of love God

demonstrates in Jesus.  No longer is it what I want or even need, but what is the

best thing for Christ and His Church.



Another way to describe Jesus is:

II.  Jesus Is a Misunderstood Person.

Have you ever said I wish I could have been there back when Jesus walked the

earth?  Yet it is only from a post-Pentecost experience that we say that.  There

really appears to be little or no advantage for those who were closest to Jesus.

Even his own disciples and immediate family didn’t “get it.”  In fact it was at the

end of John chapter 6 that many of his followers left Him.

A.  Jesus is misunderstood as to His origin (where He is from).

John 7:27 ESV  27 But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ

appears, no one will know where he comes from.”(misinterpretation of Mal. 3:1)

B.  Jesus is misunderstood for his actions.

John 7:31 ESV  31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the

Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?”

Jesus was almost always misunderstood, even as to where He should go.

John 7:33-36 ESV  33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I

am going to him who sent me.  34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where

I am you cannot come.”  35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man

intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion

among the Greeks and teach the Greeks?  36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You

will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”

And then later we read: John 7:40-44 ESV  40 When they heard these words, some

of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.”  41 Others said, “This is the Christ.”

But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee?  42 Has not the Scripture said

that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the

village where David was?”  43 So there was a division among the people over him.

44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

Still, today, Jesus is a misunderstood person.  Some think He was just a man,

maybe a “good” man,   John 7:12 ESV  12 And there was much muttering about

him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he

is leading the people astray.”



Others thought maybe Jesus was a good teacher, or even a prophet.  Yet you see

that doesn’t match up with the facts.

John 7:21-24 ESV  21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at

it.  22 Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers),

and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.  23 If on the Sabbath a man receives

circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me

because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well?  24 Do not judge by

appearances, but judge with right judgment.”

Again C. S. Lewis and the contemporary apologist, Josh McDowell, have tried to

look at the claims Jesus made about Himself.

Lord, liar or lunatic are the only possibilities.  (See More Than a Carpenter, pp.25,

29, 31).  C.S. Lewis, who was a professor at Cambridge University and once an

agnostic, understood this issue clearly.  He writes, “I am trying here to prevent

anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready

to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’

That is one thing we must not say.

A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be

a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic -- on a level with the man who

says he is a poached egg -- or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make

your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God:  or else a madman or

something worse.”

Then Lewis adds, “You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill

Him as a demon; or else you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But

let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human

teacher.  He has not left that open to us.”

It has always amazed me that it is OK to talk about the spiritual or the religious,

but talk of Jesus is off-limits.  Whenever we talk about “God” everyone is fine.

But let us  give definition to God in the person of Jesus Christ, and people get

nervous and even angry.  We can talk about leaders of any world religion you

might want to mention and everyone is fine until we mention Jesus.  The difference

is that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, in fact, He claimed He was/is God.

So with Jesus we talk about who He is, not who he was.



Finally, and most importantly, we say:

III.  Jesus Is the Christ (Messiah).

Amid the confusion and misunderstanding there were some who believed even as we do.

John 7:40-41 ESV  40 When they heard these words, some of the people said,

“This really is the Prophet.”  41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said,

“Is the Christ to come from Galilee?

Miracles/signs in John attest to Jesus being who He said he was: the great “I AM.”

In fact, John recorded some of them so we might believe (John 20:30-31).

The guards recognized that Jesus was no ordinary man.  John 7:45-46 ESV 45

The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why

did you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this

man!”

One of the first people to recognize Jesus as the Christ was the Apostle Peter.  We

hear his good confession in Matthew’s gospel:  Matthew 16:13-16 ESV  13 Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  14 And they said, “Some say John

the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  15 He

said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  16 Simon Peter replied, “You are

the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Later in John 11 we hear Thomas vow to die for Jesus if necessary, and Martha

says, “my Lord and my God” in speaking of Jesus.

Jesus died on the cross for Peter, Thomas and Martha, but He also died and was

resurrected for everyone of us.  He is our Messiah, and our Christ as well.

Historically Jesus’ resurrection stands as proof to the Church that the claim of

Messiah is a unique and legitimate title for Jesus alone.

Many of us know Jesus is the Christ because His Spirit lives within us.  He has

changed us and made us new.  He has brought us from death to life.  He has

transformed us from hopeless and helpless people into children of God and co-

heirs with Him.  He has given us eternal life already.



Conclusion:  John 7:24 ESV  - Jesus says:  24 Do not judge by appearances,

but judge with right judgment.” That is still good counsel TODAY!

It is believed that Jesus has already fulfilled the original intent of both Passover

and Pentecost and later the Feast of Tabernacles will be fulfilled at his second

coming.  Tabernacles is also called “feast of the ingathering.”

Each day during the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles, one of the chief

priests would lead a procession down through the Kidron Valley to the pool of

Siloam (which, by the way, means “sent”, “the one sent”).  Out of the waters of

the pool he would fill a golden pitcher and carry it back to the temple and pour it

over the altar to remind the people of the days in the barren wilderness when God

gave them water out of a rock.  Then the people would shout and wave palm

branches, rejoicing and praising God.  But on “the great day,” the last day, there

was not such ceremony because this day had been added to the feast.  It was on

this day that Jesus seized the opportunity to cry aloud, “If anyone is thirsty, let

him come to me and drink.”

By that, he means, of course, “I am the Rock.  I am the very Rock that those in the

wilderness drank from.”  These words are confirmed by Paul in First Corinthians.

I Corinthians 10:4 ESV  4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank

from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.

So there in the wilderness God was teaching the same truth that he is teaching us

today:  Jesus is the Rock from which men can drink and satisfy the thirst of their

hearts.

Notice Jesus does not limit the word, thirst.  He says simply, “If any one is thirsty.”

Physical thirst is the most powerful drive known to man.  The sex drive can be

contained, you can even deny satisfying hunger for weeks at a time, but one thing

you cannot leave unsatisfied is thirst.  It becomes a driving demon that takes over

the whole of your life and makes you think of nothing else but satisfying it.  That is

what Jesus means.  If you feel yourself driven, wanting something, restless and

thirsty and longing for satisfaction, then his invitation is recorded here in John 7:

John 7:37-39 ESV  37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up

and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever

believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living

water.’”  39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him

were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not

yet glorified.



“Doing God’s will is more than ethical obedience.”  In other words, More than

just moral teachings that need to be followed.  Being a good moral person without

believing in Jesus will not get anyone to heaven.  A person must accept Jesus

Christ in faith as their personal Savior, repent of their sins and confess Him as

Lord.  Baptism says I believe in Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is a gift from God that

says He believes in you.”

     -Raymond Brown


