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Introduction:  Many of us are familiar with the initial verse of our text even to

the point of having it memorized.  Our lips may even move as it is being read.

But sometimes familiarity produces laziness.  And some may never read beyond

verse 17, but John throughout his gospel speaks in positives and negatives.  Light

– Dark, Life – Death, good & evil, truth – lie etc., and here is no exception.

Please listen to God’s Word for us.  John 3:16-21 ESV  16 “For God so loved the

world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish

but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  18 Whoever

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  19 And

this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.   20 For everyone who

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works

should be exposed.  21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it

may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

Footnotes:  [a]  John 3:16 Or For this is how God loved the world

God sent His Son for a number of reasons.  The first reason that God sent His Son

was:

I.  To Demonstrate His Love

(Read – No Greater Power  by Richard Halverson, Chaplain U.S. Senate   p. 248)

Nothing Gets You Love

Nothing you can do …could make God love you more!

Nothing you can do …could make God love you less!

His love is unconditional, impartial, everlasting, infinite, perfect!



The golden text:   16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.     (John 3:16).

God.  God is.  The Bible makes no attempt to probe or explain God’s existence.

No argument. No debate.  It begins with God.  He is the ultimate Reality.

So loved.  God loves — eternally, relentlessly.  “God is love” (I John 4:8).

The world.  His love is universal:  all people everywhere – no exceptions – every

race, language, tribe, color, nation.

That he gave.  Love is active.  Love gives!  Love sacrifices.

His (one and) only Son.  The best He had to offer.  The inexpressible Gift.  The

supreme Gift, an incomparable Gift.  The total Gift.  In His Son, He gave Himself.

That whoever.  God is perfectly impartial.  No one is excluded from His offer.

Believes in him.  Accepts.  Trusts.  Takes Him at His word. (This is a continuous

believing...)

Shall not perish.  The Enemy, Death, has been conquered for those making the

right choice.

But have eternal life.  A glorious future unmarred by guilt or judgment or any

pain.  This is life unending with God our heavenly Father.

John 3:16 (TMSG) 16“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son,

his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by

believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.

Q.  How would you describe God’s love toward you?

“Only” is a translation of the Greek word (µονογενηµονογενηµονογενηµονογενηµονογενηs) that means “unique,

only one of its kind” - Rienecker, p. 224  No one else could do what Jesus did!

Q.  Does this passage say that a person only needs to believe in Jesus to be saved?

A.  Yes, but what does it mean to believe?  Faith is not, according to John, just a

set of beliefs or ideas that one trusts.  It also must involve obedience to what

Jesus asks us to do.



I John 5:2-5 (NIV) 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by

loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for God: to obey his

commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God

overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our

faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the

Son of God. And that changes everything!

John says this in the same letter - I John 4:7-10 ESV  7 Beloved, let us love one

another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and

knows God.  8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son

into the world, so that we might live through him.  10 In this is love, not that we have

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Love on a human level, even at its very best, catches but a glimpse for us of how

God loves us.  Very few would ever die intentionally for a loved one.  None would

die for someone who hated them, but Jesus did.  Before Jesus came we were

alienated from God because of our sin.

There are words that terrify adults regarding their loved ones: “I am sorry, but

we did all we could.”  Cancer, just as one example, is a terrible enemy, immeasurably

destructive, and we should do everything we can to conquer it.  But disease doesn’t

lie or steal or gossip.  It is not greedy or arrogant or selfish.  Disease does not

cause war even though it may be a result of war.  Sin is what causes these terrible

behaviors.  Out of the human heart comes all sorts of evil.  Sin is our worst enemy

and much more destructive than the worst of what China, North Korea, Russia or

Iran might try and do.

Sin rages in its destructive course while we intellectualize it and rationalize it and

reject the very idea that there even is such a thing as sin – all the while rendering

ourselves defenseless and hopelessly vulnerable to Satan’s lie.  There is no final

judgment or accounting, after all, God is loving and merciful.

Some might say:  “I just don’t understand why my life is going the way it is.”  We

smoke cigarettes and pray we won’t get lung cancer.  We drink alcohol to excess

and pray we won’t get scerosis or have trouble driving.  We engage in sex outside

of marriage and pray that no one gets pregnant or catches a disease.

We all want to avoid the inevitable judgment that comes as a result of sin.



God has certainly shown us love in the cross and wants us to accept Him as Lord

and Savior.  God’s love is the only cure for sin.  For life to be of any real value His

love has to be accepted.

The second reason God sent His Son was:

II.  To Produce Belief

Persisting down through the centuries is the erroneous view that there are many

ways to God.   That just being religious or spiritual is all that is needed.

Paul in Athens - Acts 17:21-23 ESV  21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners

who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing

something new.   22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of

Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  23 For as I passed

along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this

inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this

I proclaim to you. - i.e., Jesus!

“All religions lead ultimately to the same place,” they say.  An objection born out

of logic arises:  Are there then no false religions?  If all views are equally valid, is

there no error at all?  The Bible warns about false teaching and false gods.

If all ways lead to God, why do not all paths also lead us to Jesus who was God

manifest in the flesh.  Why was Jesus rejected 2000 years ago and even today.

Is it that we profess faith in a God who is distant, transcendent, and  vague – and

reject Him when he comes close, relevant, and specific?  As long as we talk about

Creator-God, we are comfortable but somehow Jesus  -  as Judge and Redeemer

threatens us.

How do you explain those who admire Jesus and say nice things about Him -

Islam and others do this, who call Him a great teacher, perhaps the greatest – and

refuse to accept what He taught?

How is it possible to respect His virtuous life, yet reject His words?

From last week’s teaching on the Trinity, we know Jesus said He was God - the

Great I Am.



C.S. Lewis said this about Jesus:  “A man who was merely a man and said the

sorts of things Jesus said would either be a lunatic on the level of a man who says

he’s a poached egg, or else he would be the devil of hell.  You must make your

choice.  Either this man was the Son of God or else a mad man or something

worse.”

Josh McDowell explains the dilemma with three possibilities.  Jesus had to be

either Lord, Liar or Lunatic.

To be sure, many of  the followers of Jesus have behaved badly and often in ways

that have alienated people from His teachings.  That really is the challenge isn’t

it?:  to live a life that does not betray our own beliefs and the Church’s teachings.

It is not really how I measure up or even how you are doing that is the issue.  We

must examine Jesus Himself, his life and claims - on His merits and then decide.

The theme of belief is also taken up by Mark:  Mark 16:16 ESV  16 Whoever

believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be

condemned.  You might remember this is a continuation of the baptismal motif of

needing to be born of the water and the Spirit Jesus had with Nicodemus (John 3).

Rudolph Bultmann says:  “Unbelief, (which is shown) by shutting the door on

God’s love, turns his love into judgment.  For this is the meaning of judgment that

man shuts himself off from God’s love.”

Jesus’ descent to earth and then His exaltation to heaven is the judgment come to

man and divides us into two classes:  believers/nonbelievers – the saved/and the lost.

So God sent His Son to demonstrate His love to/for us …..to produce belief/faith

to show us the light/the truth.

And lastly:

III.  God Sent His Son to Help Us Escape Judgment.

Jesus Christ came to produce a crisis in our lives.  We have to choose between

Life & Death.

 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order

that the world might be saved through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has

not believed in the name of the only Son of God.



F.F. Bruce says “The separation between those who accept his forgiveness and

those who refuse it is inevitable, but the latter are self-judged.

GLW - Reconciliation even on human terms requires the best effort from both

partners to produce peace.

F.F. Bruce, John, p. 91 helps understanding:  “In a gallery where artistic

masterpieces are on display, it is not the masterpieces but the visitors that are on

trial.  The works which they view are not there to abide their question, but they

reveal their own taste (or lack of it) by their reactions to what they see.  The pop-

star who was reported some years ago to have dismissed the Mona Lisa as ‘a

load of rubbish’ (except that he used a less polite word than rubbish’) did not tell

us anything about the Mona Lisa; he told us much about himself.  What is true in

the aesthetic realm is equally true in the spiritual realm.”

Final judgment day will only go to confirm what has already been decided by

those who were given ample opportunity to place faith in our Lord, Jesus!

For some, God’s sending Jesus to earth (Light into darkness) is not a blessing but

a judgment.  Some hate the light.  e.g.  Turning on a light in a room full of rats and

cockroaches is not an occasion of joy for the rats and roaches.

So it is that even some people’s very presence brings discomfort and guilt even

though that is not the intent.  A stepping stone can also be a stumbling block.

Fred Craddock has said:  “Some people prefer to think that only good flows from

a well-intentioned act or word, but it is only in fairy tale worlds that turning on a

light produces no shadows.”

Christ’s coming brings about crisis because once the Truth is revealed - so is sin,

and then a choice between good & evil is required.

John 15:22 ESV  22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have

been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.

God’s judgment is for those who do not believe and refuse to come to Jesus in

faith.  Those who act appropriately on their faith need not fear judgment.

Judgment is now not just some distant event.  You are making decisions today that

bring you closer to Christ or closer to judgment.



Conclusion:  Non-Christian, if you do not act upon faith today you may someday

hear the Lord say:  “Depart from me I never knew you” and hear the banquet

door slam shut permanently.

READ John 3:20, 21 ESV-  20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light

and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever

does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works

have been carried out in God.”

lives by the truth (NIV) is literally what the KJV reads: doeth the truth and here in

the ESV “does what is true.”  Paul talks in terms of “faith” as a noun.  For John,

faith is something you do (a verb).  It is like James’ idea of “faith without works is

dead.”  One point needs to be made clear:

James 2:18-19 (NIV) 18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.
19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and

shudder.

Bruce, p. 91 - “But what if some will not come to the light?  What if they actually

prefer the darkness?  Such an attitude is the sin against the Holy Spirit which by

its very nature is irremediable.”

“Doing the truth,” exhibiting your faith, is critical to your life in Christ!

Faith has to be active for the people of Jesus’ Church.

Non Christian, God loves you!  Do not put off making a decision  - do not walk a

step closer towards judgment and a negative eternal outcome.  No decision today

is a decision for a future without God.  Take a step into Christ’s forgiving arms.

Accept him as Lord, today.


