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Introduction:  Acts 17:24-28 (ESV)  24 The God who made the world and

everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by

man,  25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he

himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.  26 And he made from

one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  27 that

they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he

is actually not far from each one of us,  28 for “‘In him we live and move and have

our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his

offspring.’

Have you seen God lately?  Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the

Father.” (John 14:9)  And Matthew tells us that we see Jesus again when we help

our fellow man with necessities like food, clothing, shelter, and love (Matthew

25:44ff).  Have you seen God lately?  Would you know Him if you were to see

Him?  If you know Jesus, how do you communicate that truth to others?

People are under ever-increasing pressures today.  Everything is faster.  One

thing about life is it keeps coming at you.  And in this chaos many people seem to

have lost any sense of hope or spiritual focus - too many seductive distractions.

(taken from an article in The Atlantic, entitled How America Lost Its Religion.)

In the late 19th century, an array of celebrity philosophers—the likes of Friedrich

Nietzsche, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud (even church leaders)—proclaimed the

death of God, and predicted that atheism would follow scientific discovery and

modernity in the West, sure as smoke follows fire.

Stubbornly pious Americans threw a wrench in the secularization thesis. Deep

into the 20th century, more than nine in 10 Americans said they believed in God

and belonged to an organized religion, with the great majority of them calling

themselves Christian. That number held steady—through the sexual-revolution

’60s, through the rootless and anxious ’70s, and through the “greed is good” ’80s.



GRAPH SLIDE HERE  But in the early 1990s, the historical tether between

American identity and faith snapped.  Religious non-affiliation in the U.S. started

to rise—and rise, and rise.  By the early 2000s, the share of Americans who said

they didn’t associate with any established religion (also known as “nones”) had

doubled.  By the 2010s, this grab bag of atheists, agnostics, and spiritual dabblers

had tripled in size.

There have been many studies that indicate that commitment to the “normal”

Christian religions - meaning Roman Catholicism and Protestantism - is declining

substantially, but that growth in Eastern religions has increased dramatically.

One of the fastest growing religions in the US is Islam (others even say WICCA -

i.e., the occult).  And while Islam may have to do with immigration patterns, the

reality is that the faith base of the country is dropping in the traditional religious

areas.   And at the same time, people are growing restless and looking for something.

And that means that we who believe that in meeting Christ we have found the

Truth and the Way now have to earn a hearing.  We cannot expect that we will

automatically be considered an important and valuable part of society’s dialog with

itself.  In fact, we may often be considered a part of society’s problems.  We have

to earn the respect of the individual, and they need to know that we understand them.

We live in very troubled and very confused times.  But the same Lord who was

present to help the Church in the past has promised to be with us in our everyday

situations as well.

Now what is interesting is that the two major philosophical influences in Athens

when Paul gave this speech in Acts 17 (we spoke of last week) are very similar to

patterns of belief held by large segments of our population today.  The Epicureans

asserted that happiness and pleasure were the principal aims of life.  We all know

the expression, “Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die (diet).”  Well, that

is classic Epicureanism.  They held that everything happened by chance; the gods

were remote (apathetic) and did not care, so worry and concern made little

difference.  Eat!  Drink!  Enjoy!

“Have it Your Way” (Burger King), “That Was Easy (Staples)” “Priceless (Master

Card)”  These and a myriad of other slogans betray how self-important we are.  We have

many closet and not-so-closeted Epicureans in our world these days.  Some are even in the

Church.



But on the other side, the Stoics held an opposing view to the Epicurean philosophy.

Everything for them was fated by the gods.  Life had to be lived according to

nature without emotional intensity or involvement.  The purpose of life was to

accept nature and find one’s place in it.  The Stoics were pantheistic, seeing their

gods in everything.

Now doesn’t that smack of the basic ideas of New Age philosophy that permeates

every sector of our society today?  Everything is god and we are gods.  Just begin

to get in tune with it all. There is no falling away from a perfect other God, we are

just out of harmony with all that is god.

Francis Shaeffer would say:  “How Should We Then Live?”

In light of all this:

I.  We Must Know What to Say to Our World.

Now in the kind of environment Paul found himself, it didn’t take long before

Paul’s talk was considered politically incorrect.  The result was that Paul soon

had to defend his Christian beliefs before the Areopagus, a kind of philosophical

review board which investigated ideas and intellectual persuasions.  These people

loved debate that didn’t go anywhere.  They just talked about religion - open air-

Sunday School.  How many people do you know that just like to talk about faith?

It is like the majority of the talk shows that fill up the radio and television air

waves.  We can talk about the wildest things - things that would have been taboo

even 20 years ago and thought to be in poor taste ten years ago - but we do so

from the comfort of knowing that it is someone else doing those wild things, and

we are distanced from our reality through the media.

But when we who believe stand for the truth of Jesus Christ, we are going to find

that we, like Paul, will be called to account for our belief.  At that point, what are

we going to say and with what are we going to back it up?

This speech given in Athens is a good model of communication in that kind of

environment.  Paul tells his listeners that he sees that they are in reality very

“religious” people because he sees many altars to various gods, especially one to

the “Unknown God.” (v. 23)



This indeed was known to be true.  Diogenes Laertius tells a story that in a time of

pestilence, the Athenians once consulted Epimenides the Cretan who advised them

to release black and white sheep from the Aeropagus, and on the spot where each

sheep halted to offer it in sacrifice to the god of the locality; in consequence,

“anonymous altars” could still be seen throughout Attica in the early third century

B.C.E. (Epimenides Paradox - He said “All Cretans are liars.”)

So Paul points out there is an altar to the Unknown God.  “You are in effect

looking to worship,” Paul tells them; “and you openly acknowledge that you aren’t

sure you have found the truth.  Well, that truth I will proclaim to you.”  And Paul

declares the true God, the One who created the universe and everything in it.

This God is our Heavenly Father, and is the source of all life.

Already we are on a different footing than God, for he is the Creator.  God is not

the creation of one’s thinking, as so many people are prone to believe even though

they might not ever say it, but rather, he is the Creator of people whom he designed

to know him and love him.

As a consequence of his being the Creator, He is the Lord of heaven and earth.

Therefore, he does not live in a building created by people because they cannot do

anything for him.  He actually serves their needs.  He is not “served by human

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life

and breath and everything  (v.25).

So, first of all in Scripture, we find dismissed the idea of Pantheism.  God is not an

impersonal force, but rather a personal god who can be known.

Then we see that God has guided history.  We humans all have the same source -

our ancestor, Adam.  Remember that in creation God prepared the world before

he placed humans in it to superintend what had been created.

God planned the exact times when nations would emerge and decline.  He also

planned the specific areas to be occupied by each nation.  He is God, the Designer.

Things are not left to chance as the Epicureans wanted to think.  It seems so clear

to me that order and design are part of our universe’s make up. (Take a course in

Botany or Biology.)

Look at a few slides here... 1. Stem,  2. Leaf,  3. Pollen



Paul goes on to say that God had a clear purpose in doing all of this preparation,

this planning, this creating, this guiding.  It was this:  “God did this so that men

would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far

from each one of us.”

God has made people so that they instinctively long for God.  There is something

in us which makes us grope in the darkness after God because we are His special

creation.  God, the personal God of the Bible, arranges creation and history and

blessings in such a way that those who naturally seek after him may find him.

Even the secular, pagan poets of ancient Athens had acknowledged that, and

Paul’s words in verse 28 are a quote of secular literature.  Truth is truth wherever

it is found.

Since we depend upon God’s resources for our physical lives, we should come to

depend upon him and live in relationship with him for all of our life’s needs, both

physical and spiritual.

Paul made it very clear to his listeners, and we must make it clear in our generation,

that each of us is personally responsible to pay attention to God and to respond in

repentance and faith.  Acts 17:31 (ESV)  31 because he has fixed a day on which he

will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

There will come a time when our life’s response to God’s overtures of grace will

be placed before the judgment seat of God.  We will have to give an account once

and for all of our responses or lack of them to God.

Paul reaches the concluding point.  The proof of the pudding, so to speak, of

God’s intentions to have fellowship with people is found in the resurrection of

Jesus Christ from the dead.  For in raising Jesus Christ from the dead, God freed

the greatest power in the universe for the transforming of our lives.

To be able to make a difference in our culture:

II.  We Must Know Jesus Personally.

Friends, when we come to the place of realizing that God’s message found in the

Holy Scriptures is indeed true, then we have to take a moral inventory, confess

our need of God’s help in Christ, and make a decision.



This morning I hope that you have made such a decision, that the evidence of

God’s love and His desire to help you has become so strong that you have yielded

your life to his call on your life, confessed that you are a sinner, received Christ as

your Savior, and have made that a known fact through a public stand of faith and

baptism.

If you haven’t, you can, and we will give you an opportunity to make such a

commitment at the close of our service this morning.  But if you remember what I

said earlier, this speech on Mars Hill not only models what to say, what we need to

know, it also models the power we need to back up our words.

The heart of our passage tells us that God wants us to reach out and find him,

even though he is not very far from us.  It is God’s desire that He be found by us,

not only in the once and for all experience of salvation, but also in the everyday

struggle and stressful times of life - so that we may see his face and his grace.

I think that one of the greatest passages in this regard is found in:  Jeremiah

29:11-14 (ESV)  11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans

for welfare (or peace) and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  12 Then

you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  13 You will

seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.  14 I will be found by

you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all

the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I

will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

So often we live our Christian lives as if we were in exile instead of being in the

promised land, and our attitude is at fault.  We are not seeking - deliberately

watching - with eyes of faith and minds that keep track and remember God’s

presence and goodness.  Today I want to challenge each of us to develop the kind

of eyes that have an openness to see God at work, and to develop a spiritual sensitivity

and to notice the connections of his working in the daily experiences of our life.

Let me give you four kinds of evidence of God’s working in the ordinary.  These

are four ways you and I can see God work everyday.  There are clear evidences of

God in His world:

A.  Obvious answers to prayer



In prayer, God delights in our giving to him the impossible, the improbable, and

the unlikely.  He does not promise to answer according to our timetable, nor

according to our personal agenda and expectations, but he does delight to answer

prayers that are in accord with his will and bring glory to Him and the kingdom,

no matter how outrageous they might seem to a logical and finite human mind.

Begin NOW to ask God for something that you have feared or for what you have

deemed impossible or for something that would bring great glory to God and

value to the kingdom, but that you have never had courage to pray before.  And sit

back and keep track of how God answers such a prayer.  You will find him in the

answers to your prayers.

You should notice:

B.  Unexpected evidence of God’s care

God does take care of his people, I would urge you to keep track of these

unexpected evidences of his care.

C.  Unusual linkage of timing

Once you begin to become sensitive to God’s presence in the everyday situations

of life, you will begin to see that the “coincidences” of life are more often than not

an unusual link in God’s chain of guidance, or you may see a particular timing of

an event as a clear indication of his presence and help.

D.  Help to do God’s work in the world

You have a task to do, and you may find that task overwhelming.  Perhaps you

pray about it, but then again you might not.  But somehow you find you are able to

complete it.

You are in a situation and you don’t know what to say, yet you are able to say the

right and helpful thing.  You think afterwards, “How did I ever get through that?”

and you begin to realize that God gave you the help to do it.

Conclusion:  Many times we try to make becoming a Christian difficult.  It is

easy to find God if you are looking for him.  BUT if you are playing games with

God and only deceiving yourself, God will never be real to you.



I have noticed God is just as close as a child’s smile, an encouraging word when

you most need it, or a ray of sunshine after a storm that comes with a rainbow.

God is available, if only we will seek him.  He’s easy to find.

God wants an honest relationship with you - that is where He is Father and we are

His children, that’s where we place our faith in Him and love Him back by repenting

and confessing His Lordship, and then humbling ourselves (submitting) in obedience

through Christian baptism for the forgiveness of sin.  When we do that, God will

take up residence in our lives.

No matter where we are in our walk with God,

Let’s go out and notice God and what he is doing this week.

Let’s be sensitive to His presence.


