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Everyone who has gotten a 4-year degree from Lincoln Christian College

(University, now) has had to take 6 hours of science for his/her Bachelor’s degree.

This sermon can be where I justify having taken the coursework.

According to biological concepts there are a number of characteristics or qualities

that define life.  Living and non-living things differ in a number of ways:

LIVING MATERIAL NONLIVING MATERIAL

1.  Cell Structure (Leaf) No Cell structure (ROCK)

2.  Metabolism which is involving growth No Metabolism

chemical and physical reactions,

energy which demonstrates itself no reaction

in Movement or Other Activities

Illus.   At funerals you will hear some people say, “don’t they look natural?”  Dr.

James Strauss used to say, “I know the difference between you and a cadaver;

You can’t fool me!”

3.  Irritability (apply hammer to finger) No irritability

4.  Evolution/Adaptation (Eli size 13 shoe) No evolution/change

     Ability to sense and respond to changes in its surroundings

The Church needs to change sometimes in our approach to our community.  We

dare not change the message.  The context for delivering the Gospel most certainly

is changing, but we must remain true to the core message and the Truth about

Jesus that never changes.

5.  Reproduction No reproduction

    (the production of more organisms like ourselves)

Like in the book of Revelation some churches appear to be alive, but are DEAD!

Really the most effective way to produce church growth is to start/birth new churches.



Paul has prepared us from Romans 6 for a discussion on “DEATH TO LIFE”

Romans 6:1-10 ESV Dead to Sin, Alive to God

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  2 By

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Do you not know that all of

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4 We

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness

of life.  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly

be united with him in a resurrection like his.  6 We know that our old self was

crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so

that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  7 For one who has died has been set

free from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live

with him.  9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;

death no longer has dominion over him.  10 For the death he died he died to sin,

once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.

Paul discovered early that there is a difference between biological existence and

spiritual NEW LIFE in Christ.  Paul discovered at mid-life that LIFE was not

found in the LAW.  He encountered Jesus on the Damascus Road and was never

the same and Paul then writes extensively about Grace vs. Law and life vs. death.

I.  Life Is Found in Relationship with Jesus Christ.

Paul in our text this morning uses the relational illustration of marriage to define

real life.

Romans 7:1-4 ESV Released from the Law

1  Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—

that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives?  2 For a married

woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she

is released from the law of marriage.   3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress

if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies,

she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ,

so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in

order that we may bear fruit for God.

The Jewish people, especially, were told:  you are no longer under the Law!

Can you imagine the impact on Paul as a Pharisee?



Read selected camp rules:  These are general rules for activities scheduled

by the Board of Directors (1, 2, 8, 9)

1.  This is a CHRISTIAN Camp.  All Campers, Faculty, Staff, Group Leaders,

and visitors or Guests at the Camp shall be expected to abide by Camp rules and

Camp schedules.

2.  The Code of Dress, Behavior, Speech, and Attitudes shall be governed by

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES:

A.  In matters of dress, behavior, speech, and attitudes, modesty and

temperance shall prevail.  The Camp Dean shall be the immediate judge of what

is acceptable and what is unacceptable.

B.  The consumption of alcoholic beverages and of narcotics (drugs) is

strictly forbidden.  Apparently this is a necessary rule at church camp.

C.  Faculty, Staff, Campers, and Guests are encouraged to help keep the

campgrounds clean and uncluttered.

D.  Use of tobacco and tobacco products is discouraged at summer camps.

8.  Firearms, firecrackers, and all items generally considered as weapons (AK-15,

47) shall be strictly forbidden, except as approved by the Camp Dean and also

approved by the Camp Manager, acting with the authority of the Board of Directors.

9.  The telling of frightful or weird stories in the presence of impressionable youth

-- especially in the evenings and at night -- is regarded as undesirable behavior

and is to be discouraged.  Even if it is fun, right?  After I attended camp in my

teens, some of the rules were changed.

Law tends to be restrictive and rigid.  Laws tend to multiply as people find

exceptions or unclear language.  There is no redemption in the Law – only ridicule

and blame.

Nathan Leopold in his book, Life Plus 99 Years, tells of how he found himself in

Stateville Prison in Joliet, IL for the murder of Bobby Francis (a kindergarten child).

For over 30 years a priest by the name of Father Weer visited and encouraged

him, and that became the only redeeming factor in his imprisonment.  Leopold did

all the work for a PhD at Northwestern University, but was not awarded his

doctoral degree because of societal pressure.



Through it all though, Leopold discovered that the most liberating, redemptive

influences are that of a person.  HOW ABOUT SHUT-INS?  PRISONERS?

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS?  THAT NEW VISITOR OR NEW MEMBER

THAT FEELS LEFT OUT OR NEGLECTED?

Jesus said:  “I am the bread of life, he who believes in me has eternal life.”  Jesus

came to lay down his life for us so that we might live.  John 1:4 ESV  4 In him was

life, and the life was the light of men.

It is through Jesus Christ that we know the Father.  He has revealed to us what

the LAW could never show us:  love and acceptance.  Tom Ewald says:  “Law was

when God was written on stone; Love was when God became a man.”

Christ replaces cold tablets of impersonal stone that only bring death and

condemnation, but truly redemptive life can be found only in Jesus.  Jesus brings

honesty to life and its practice.  The last thing most of us may need is more

knowledge (another class) about Jesus.  What most of us need is to be motivated

and energized by the Holy Spirit.

We do not need to know what, but why and how and WHO.

ARE YOU DEAD OR ALIVE?

II.  Power for Life Is Found in the Spirit (Not in Legalism).

Romans 7:4-6 ESV  4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through

the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised

from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.  5 For while we were living

in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members

to bear fruit for death.  6 But now we are released from the law, having died to that

which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the

old way of the written code.[a]

Footnotes:  [a]  Romans 7:6 Greek of the letter

Without Christ as our center we most certainly will be in despair.

Here are a couple of quotes to brighten up your day:

Os Guinness has said:  “We stand in a dark hour of Western history.  The dust of

death is settling upon the withering flower of Western culture.”



Kessler says:  “NATURE has let us down, God has left the phone off the receiver

and there is not much time left.”

There are only two spheres/realms of activity for mankind.  We either live in the

Spirit or in the flesh.  One is by the power of God; the other is through man’s own

weakness and results in death, despair and alienation.

Romans 8:3-4 ESV  3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh,

could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,[a]

he condemned sin in the flesh,  4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the

Spirit.

Footnotes:  [a] Romans 8:3 Or and as a sin offering

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can be a walking, talking, breathing example

of the power and holiness of God!

Dietrich Bonhoeffer during Christmas 1943, and in a Nazi concentration camp,

said:  “Life in a prison cell reminds me a great deal of Advent.  One waits and

hopes and putters about, but in the end what we do is of little consequence.  For

the door is shut and it can only be opened from the outside.”

There needs to be an acute realization that it is God who is in control of the

universe and our very lives.

Romans 7:5  tells about humanity who is controlled by the sinful nature and by the

passions and lusts of sin.

e.g. sexual desire in all its forms outside of marriage

material desire - i.e., covetousness and greed

sensual desire - any of the senses to the point of obsession

the desire for power - to control others

the desire to be high, noticed and revered       (unit 9, Serendipity on James)

Our position, before we knew Christ, was “in the flesh.”  Our reason, and even

excuse, for inappropriate behavior was that we were “in the flesh.”  Legalism

tries to compensate for lack of the Spirit of God and tries to do everything by

human power and “in the flesh.”

Before I was at Deland Christian Church (IL) back in 1986-87, the question had

been posed to the previous ministers:  How many calls did you make last month?



The Church was declining in attendance.  The report said 30-40 calls – someone

should have quit calling or at least have been honest about the type of calls that

were being made.  Calls can be dangerous!

Our churches do not need more rules... we need the Holy Spirit

more committees... we need the Holy Spirit

larger boards... we need the Holy Spirit

more programs... we need the Holy Spirit

We need to regain the purpose of the church:  to partner with the Holy Spirit to

bring the lost to Jesus and honor to God!

A few years ago, the Piqua Church of Christ, Piqua Christian Church, now (my

home church here in Ohio) bought a $6600.00 sign before they checked on zoning

and sign ordinances.  What they really needed was a change in leadership coupled

with a desire to win a lost community to God, not a new sign.  The sign did not go

up, but they did finally change direction and have been growing.

Flesh is the battleground between the spirit of evil and the Holy Spirit.  People are

fighting their own personal Armageddon as we speak.  Some are winning; some

are not!

E. Schweizer summarizes the idea of flesh being changed from Master to slave in

the Bible this way:  1. Humanity is qualified by their relationship to God.  2.

Salvation does not lie in retreat from the physical to the spiritual.  It is  not asceticism

or monasticism (living in a monastery) trying to be good, holy in isolation.

But before we criticize the life-style of the monastic, have we isolated ourselves

from the very people who need us?  When is the last time we talked to someone

about Jesus?  And for the less assertive, when did we last pray about a lost soul?

3.  Flesh is not a separate and intrinsically bad sphere, but becomes bad

     only when oriented toward licentiousness or legalism.

IN THE SPIRIT IN THE FLESH

Speech constructive and encouraging destructive, discouraging

Sex creative, an act of love, commitment sinful, self-gratifying only

Tithing out of love and devotion fulfilling legalistic requirement

Drugs cure and sustain cripple and destroy



4.  Salvation through Christ means liberation from earthly goals in a life

               that is lived by God’s gift (grace) and for his glory.

Conclusion:  ARE YOU DEAD OR ALIVE?

I.  Life Is Found in Relationship with Jesus Christ.
How is your relationship with Him this morning?

Do You Love Him?

II.  Power for Life Is Found in the Spirit (Not in Legalism).
Are you trying to do it on your own?  By your own power?

One way to tell if you are dead or alive is are you living by the flesh, just your own

power, or by the Spirit?  Let’s keep in step with the Spirit!  Here again in Galatians

is some forensic evidence to discover with whom you are working:  Galatians

5:16-26 ESV  16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of

the flesh.  17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of

the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you

from doing the things you want to do.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not

under the law.  19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,

sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,

dissensions, divisions,  21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn

you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the

kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no

law.  24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its

passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the

Spirit.   26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Are You Dead Or Alive?

If you are Dead, you need Jesus.

If you are alive in Christ, let’s demonstrate that to others by the way we live.



Day’s End Prayer

I’m out of breath, Lord…

From going the extra mile so often for so many.

My capacity to give feels drained, washed out, expended, dried up.

I guess I want a chance to bask in praise, recognition, appreciation, even acclaim.

Forgive selfish introspection, Lord, and needless self-pity,

misdirected, unjustified grudges, and my complaining spirit.

Remind me that I, too, make mistakes, let people down, and act on selfish whim.

Give me strength to keep on giving, and living, and caring and serving when no

reward is in sight,  and when no one is there to say thanks,

let my joy be in doing the unrecognized job just for You.  Amen.


