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Text:  John 12:1-11 ESV Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany

1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus

was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  2 So they gave a dinner for him there.

Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table.  3 Mary

therefore took a pound[a] of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed

the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the

fragrance of the perfume.  4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was

about to betray him), said,  5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred

denarii[b] and given to the poor?”  6 He said this, not because he cared about the

poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to

help himself to what was put into it.  7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she

may keep it[c] for the day of my burial.  8 For the poor you always have with you,

but you do not always have me.”

The Plot to Kill Lazarus

9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus[d] was there, they came,

not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the

dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well,  11 because

on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

Footnotes:

[a]  John 12:3 Greek litra; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to about 11 1/2

ounces or 327 grams

[b]  John 12:5 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

[c]  John 12:7 Or Leave her alone; she intended to keep it

[d]  John 12:9 Greek he

Introduction:  It was only six more days until Passover; and already Jerusalem,

a town of about 25,000, was bulging at the seams.  Soon there would be 100,000

people in the town, and the smaller villages close by would also fill up.

Everyone was making preparation for Passover, and talking about the most

important feast of the religious year.  Passover for the Jew then would be like a

combination of Easter and 4th of July all rolled into one for the Christian today.



Before the Passover (paschal) meal, however, Jesus was honored with another

meal at the home of Simon the Leper.  (There is some speculation because Judas’

father’s name was Simon that this could have been his home.)  In the Jewish

culture then, and to some extent even today, eating a meal with your friends is a

very intimate thing to do.

(adapted from Fred Craddock entitled:  “Fragrance or Food?” on John 12:1-8.)

I didn’t exactly check any etiquette books for this sermon.  But if you are invited

to a dinner, and your host/hostess does or says something which is completely

inappropriate you have two choices:

1.  You can sit there and not say anything

2.  Or you can leave

But starting an argument with the host/hostess at the table is really NOT the thing

to do, yet that’s what Judas did.  There are good reasons for this unspoken rule:

1.  By the next morning the whole community would have heard a version of

what he did at the dinner.  People would take sides, and it would get blown all out

of proportion as to what really happened.  The best advice is to leave it alone.

2.  People sometimes use a moment of disagreement to open up all the other

things they have disagreed about.  And they just pile on all this unrelated stuff.

Even John, the writer of this gospel, does it.  He does not take up any of the merits

of what Judas said, but says that Judas was a betrayer; he was a thief.  He says

that Judas didn’t care about the people or the poor.  This was simply a “red

herring” on Judas’ part.

I’ve noticed this same dynamic in marriages, and even in churches, where there

comes a disagreement over some matter or the other, and then everything that

can be dredged up from the past is brought forward in time - totally unrelated to

the matter at hand.

I have read comments about this dinner party in Jesus’ honor in Bethany that

said:  “Well, you know Judas never did like women.”  In fact the twelve disciples

didn’t either.  And I guess whoever argues that has something in their favor:

1.  Do you remember in John 4 when the disciples were in Samaria coming

back from buying food in Sychar, and they see Jesus with the Samaritan woman.

They don’t say it, but John says they thought to themselves: “Why is Jesus talking

with her (4:27)?”



2.  A woman on the border of Lebanon, wanting a healing for her daughter,

asks Jesus for help.  And the disciples say:  “Jesus, tell her to leave.”

3.  And even when the little children are brought by their mothers to Jesus

for him to bless, the disciples say: “Get these kids out of here.”

Judas and Mary get into it maybe because they are from different worlds, different

sides of the track (rich and poor).  After all, any woman who would break a jar of

spikenard (perfume) and seem to squander almost a year’s wages, needs

reprimanded.  Yet, in Matthew and Mark’s account of this story, Jesus commends

her.  Yet, Judas had a point about taking care of the needy.

It is the decision between planting potatoes or petunias, onions or roses.  This is

really part of the background to this section of Scripture.

John 12:12-19 ESV The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was

coming to Jerusalem.  13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even

the King of Israel!”  14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is

written,

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;

behold, your king is coming,

    sitting on a donkey's colt!”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified,

then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been

done to him.  17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of

the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness.  18 The reason

why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign.  19 So

the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look,

the world has gone after him.”

I.  What Did the Crowds Bring to Jesus?

One segment of the crowds, made up of Jews, had gone to Bethany to see Jesus

and Lazarus (v. 9a)       There were mixed motives within the crowds.  Some had:

1. Faith (seekers)

2. Condemnation – to death (religious leaders)



Many people were going over to Jesus.  This meant the chief priests were losing

influence and maybe would lose their positions entirely.  They wanted Jesus dead!

The next day as Jesus went to Jerusalem he was received as royalty by yet another

crowd.  Palm branches in hand,  “Hosanna” – Save!, they yelled – it was an

exclamation of praise.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Blessed is the King of Israel.

A.  The crowds brought their misunderstandings.

There were still many who were looking for a political Messiah (v. 16).

Even the disciples, five days before the crucifixion, did not understand.  And sadly,

some people would never get it!

Some people think if you are a Christian nothing terrible will ever happen to you –

physically  (Lincoln, IL  couple whose baby died).  Financially – give and it will be

given unto you.   I know a lot of godly people who are very poor financially

through no fault of their own, while others use the church as a place to make yet

another business contact.

B.  The crowds also brought euphoria to an already exciting event.

But this crowd could be moved and influenced easily because under the shouts of

hosanna – if you listened, you could hear: “How can we kill Jesus and Lazarus?”

In less then a week, all anyone would hear would be “crucify Him,” and “we have

no King but Caesar.”

We do not always know what the results may be for what we do, but Jesus knew

what was to take place.  He knew it was his time, his hour, to bring glory to God!

You see, we do not make Jesus – Lord and King.  He already is.  His position is

different from ours.  His position is eternal.  We may be appointed, selected, voted

in, but all that can be taken away in our case at any time.  Just ask the former

governor of California, Grey Davis, who was recalled and removed in 2003, or

the current governor in California, Gavin Newsome, and then there is Andrew

Cuomo.  Position and power are unstable commodities in this world.

Jesus is Lord – no matter how many votes are taken.  Faith does not make Him

who he is.  Faith recognizes him for who he is.



II. What Did Judas Bring to Jesus?

Almost everyone, even non-religious people, know the name Judas Iscariot.  Yet

there are many things about him we do not know.  The question:  How could he

have betrayed the Messiah?

Judas was a very popular name in Judaism.  It came from the tribe of Judah:

Judah means “praise.”  We hear the added name he is given Iscariot (really of or

from Kerioth, a city 15 miles south of Hebron in Israel).  There were no last

names, only city origins and father’s names, e.g. Peter was also called Simon bar

Jonah or “Simon” son of John.

Judas studied and travelled with Jesus for nearly 3 years.  He was trusted with the

group’s money and was involved with the healing and preaching ministry.  Jesus

had prayed to God for the twelve, and Judas had been hand-picked by Jesus.

A.  Judas brought misunderstanding about discipleship.

Judas had the wrong idea.  He thought Jesus would serve his purposes and agenda.

Judas had it backwards.  Jesus is not some “genie in a bottle” or a rabbit’s foot.

Judas brought deception to the table in a way.   He pretended to care for the poor,

but he was a thief (v. 6).  His motivation was the same as the Pharisees (v. 19) who

said, “See this is getting us nowhere.”  Judas had only his own self-interests at heart.

Greed may have been a motive for Judas, but many think there were political

agendas in play here.  And when Jesus wasn’t following Judas’ plans, Judas turned

Jesus over to the religious authorities, maybe to try and force a conflict that Jesus

never had in mind.  Jesus’ Kingdom was separate from this world even as it was

operating in a dark world influenced by Satan.  That’s a huge mistake the church

makes even today, as it sells out to political machines on both sides.

B.  Judas was not going to sacrifice for Jesus’ cause.

Judas did not fully understand that Jesus calls a person to die to self.  If you want

to follow Jesus, you have to be all in.  A Disciple must be willing to give up wealth,

position and earthly relationships when those items try and usurp God’s priority

in our lives.  Matthew 12:46-50 ESV   46 While he was still speaking to the people,

behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him.  48 But

he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?”

49 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother

and my brothers!   50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my

brother and sister and mother.”



C.  Judas brought betrayal.

It is a little ironic that Judas would complain about the use of 300 denarii for

perfume (spikenard), that was equivalent to about a year’s wages, and then deny

and betray the Lord for 30 pieces of silver.  Matthew’s gospel has Judas’ betrayal

immediately after this anointing by Mary.

Really the most important person in our study is Mary.  In Matthew 26:13 ESV  13

Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what

she has done will also be told in memory of her.”

III.  What Did Mary Bring to Jesus?
She brought:

1. Sorrow – she wet Jesus’ feet with tears (Luke)

2. Faith – she had seen what Jesus could do and believed in him.

3. Humility – she anointed Jesus’ feet, then wiped them off with her hair.

4. Prophetic action – this anointing was a sign of Jesus’ burial coming soon.

5. Love and devotion – she brought expensive perfume and used all of it.

The Lord deserves the best (dinner at L’Auberge du Rouge Couchon -

$140.00 w/tip ca. 1985). - Soupe d’Etienne, escargot, pommes de terre

When Mary was criticized for her act of love and devotion, Jesus said leave her

alone, the poor will always be with us.  There is always a question about how one

should spend money for the Lord.

At funerals we send flowers, money, food and no one ever questions our

extravagance, but sometimes when we do other things for the Lord, you will find

people second-guessing how money should have been spent.

What is the purpose of this exercise through John 12?  This morning, it brings us

to the most important question of all.

What do you bring to Jesus?

If you bring yourself – I want you to know that discipleship is not without cost:

1. The lame man was healed by Jesus in chapter 5, then they arrested the man

Jesus had healed, for breaking the Sabbath and through him out of the synagogue

(ostracized).



2. There was a blind man who was healed in chapter 9 and he also was expelled

from the synagogue, cut off from friends and family.

3. Lazarus is raised from the dead in chapter 11 just so he can be threatened with

his own death again because of his connection to Jesus.

Tradition has it that every apostle except John died a martyr’s death.  Discipleship

costs a person everything, all your time, all your money, all you love, all your life.

But isn’t eternal life with God worth it?

Jesus wants you to accept his offer of peace.  It’s easy,  yet it’s difficult, but the

Lord will help you with every step of your new walk.

Conclusion:  Matthew 25:31ff. talks about how it is impossible to always

recognize Jesus when we are living life.  And the righteous ask “when did we see

you hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison???”

Matthew 25:40 ESV  40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you

did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

“All our acts and words have meanings and effects by no means limited to what

we intended at the time”  (Fred Craddock, John, p.91) .

1.  Abraham and Sarah entertain three men in a story recoded in Genesis 18

     who are identified as messengers (angels) of God.

2.  Two men on the road to Emmaus offer a meal to a stranger only to

     recognize the risen Lord in their midst (Luke 24:13-35).

3.  Paul writing letters to troubled churches all over Europe and Asia had

     no idea his correspondence would become Holy Scripture.  He was only

     trying to help.

Hebrews 13:1-2 ESV Sacrifices Pleasing to God

1  Let brotherly love continue.  2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for

thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Brothers and sisters, speak with kind and gracious words, forgive one another,

act in a godly fashion, love everyone you can, everywhere you can, as long as you

can, and leave whatever there may be of what you or I have done, for God’s glory.


