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Introduction:  Illus:  Some of you might know that I used to play racquetball.

Now that I have become more mature I have started playing pickleball.  (Insert

Video here).  When I was at the BG Community Center this last week I noticed a

younger couple walking on the track up above the gym area.  They were looking

down on the courts dreaming about the day they too could play pickleball (when

they were mature enough).  Most of the players that play at the Community Center

are better than me.  I hope to get better to the place someone might say: “now he’s

a good player.”

When I did play racquetball a few millenia ago now, I thought I was a good player

until one day in my early 60’s, a 75-year-old player gave me a lesson in humility.

This is true spiritually.  Many people think they are really good - that is until they

are compared to Mother Teresa or Billy Graham.  But you see no one is good

compared to God.  The Bible tells us two very clear principles of our condition,

and the only solution we have to be counted as “good.”

Romans 3:23 (ESV)  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 6:23 (ESV)  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

So how do we receive this free gift?  It is through God’s grace by our faith, and by

repenting of our sin and then being baptized that a person can be saved, but it is

never because we are good enough or deserve to be saved.

Let’s pick back up from last week and go back into the tenth chapter of the book

of Acts.  This section of Scripture presents two main characters for our study -

The Apostle Peter and a centurion, a man who was known as a God-fearer, named

Cornelius. If we look carefully we might even find a mention of ourselves in this

tenth chapter of Acts.  I believe it can also lead us to the same proper conclusion

that James makes clear in the second chapter of his epistle.  And finally, before we

begin, we must look at the context of this story.  It is a familiar word, if not

emotion:  prejudice, back-of-the bus, you can’t play with us, what are they doing

here kind of attitude.



Acts 10:1-8 (ESV)  1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion

of what was known as the Italian Cohort,  2 a devout man who feared God with all

his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God.

3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come

in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is

it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a

memorial before God.  5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is

called Peter.  6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants

and a devout soldier from among those who attended him,  8 and having related

everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

I.  Cornelius Was Good, But Was Not Saved.

Cornelius was a common name. It was a name that had been given to as many as

ten thousand slaves who had been given their freedom back in 82 B.C. by P.

Cornelius Sulla.

Cornelius was a centurion which would be similar to a NCO in modern army

ranking,  in charge of roughly 100 men.  The ancient historian, Polybius, says:

“Centurions are required not to be bold and adventurous so much as good leaders,

of steady and prudent mind not prone to take the offensive or start fighting wantonly,

but able when overwhelmed and hard-pressed to stand fast and die at their posts.”

This was also a description of the early Christians.  Many would die for their

faith.  And Christian martyrs do have a special place in heaven according to the

Apostle John.  Yet, Paul gives the other side when he tells the Corinthian church

about love’s importance:  I Corinthians 13:3 (ESV)  3 If I give away all I have, and

if I deliver up my body to be burned,[a] but have not love, I gain nothing.

Footnotes:  I Corinthians 13:3 Some manuscripts deliver up my body [to death]

that I may boast

Cornelius was a good man, described as a “God fearer” which meant he did not

accept the Mosaic Law nor did he subscribe to circumcision, but he did involve

himself with Judaism in every other aspect.



Lewis Foster wrote a paper for the Christian  Standard, May 5, 1991 edition,

regarding “God fearers.”

1.  God fearers were more prevalent than once thought in Jewish synagogues.

2.  They were serious about spiritual matters and study, believing in one God.

3.  They were generous and helped with the needs of the poor.

4.  They came from all walks of life.

Cornelius was good, but that was not enough by itself.  And there was still

human prejudice to overcome.  The Jewish system had withheld full

fellowship from the Gentile.

They were fine people as long as they “knew their place.”  The Jews had

no problem accepting their money to build synagogues or help the poor,

but full acceptance was out of reach.  The Church could not make this

same mistake.

Jesus’ last words in Matthew’s gospel were about preaching the gospel to

all nations.  There was no possible way to misunderstand this clear

command where it says “all.”  Matthew 28:19 (ESV)  19 Go therefore and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Footnotes:  Matthew 28:19 Or into

The word translated “nations” is the word εθνηεθνηεθνηεθνηεθνη where we get our word

“ethnics.”  There is no chance for misunderstanding here either. And

further, Jesus had said to love one’s enemies.

The command to take the gospel in Acts 1:8 from Jerusalem to Judea, to

Samaria, to the ends of the earth was not only a natural geographical

progression.  It was a progression in maturity.  Love of one’s enemies is a

hard principle to internalize and then accomplish by putting it into

practice.  Most of us are still learning that lesson.

Salvation always requires obedience to God.  Cornelius needed to obey

God’s instruction delivered through the Apostle Peter in order to be saved!



Cornelius was a good person, but that was not enough. Someone might

say (and they do), “I am a good person!  Why do I need to attend Church

or believe in God?”  Answer:  Because no one is that good!  Take a look at

how Cornelius is described in Acts 10:

Verse 2 reads: Cornelius was devout and God-fearing,

generous to those in need,

prayed to God regularly

Verse 3 reads: Cornelius received a vision from God

Verse 22 reads: Cornelius was well-thought of by others. They said

Cornelius was righteous, God-fearing, and respected by all the Jewish people.

So what is the problem?  Isn’t Cornelius good enough?  You see it is not a

question of “good enough.” The fact is: Cornelius had not accepted Christ.

He was not saved.  In fact, he was lost and condemned to eternal hell.

If Cornelius had been good enough, Peter would not have been sent to

preach the gospel to him.  Truth is:  Salvation is not possible apart from

the atonement made  by Jesus Christ.  It is his death and resurrection that

is the good news and now is offered to all people.  It is up to you with

God’s help to recognize the need to be saved and be willing to receive

salvation from God through Jesus Christ.  No one should say ‘My good

deeds are sufficient to win me favor with God, and I have no need of the

gospel.”  I. H. Marshall says this:  “A good life is acceptable in God’s sight

only when it leads to recognition of its own inadequacy and to acceptance

of the gospel.”  Even Cornelius recognized early that there was more to

life than believing in one God and being good.  And there is more to being

saved than just a feeling of security.

So after Cornelius received a vision from God, he sent for the Apostle

Peter.  Here’s the other side of this conversion.

II.  Peter Was Saved, But He Had to Share the Gospel.

We must also do as God instructs in his Word!

Peter still had to obey God’s command.  Pride and prejudice had to be set

aside.  Peter also had been given a dream in which it was made clear to him

that Gentiles were to be received into the Church as full brothers and sisters.



Through the vision of all of God’s creation being ritually clean - God had

opened the possibility of Gentiles now being accepted into the Church.

Where they never were accepted fully within the Jewish system, now everyone

is chosen and can be accepted by God.

Peter now finds himself willing to invite Gentiles into a home that was

also considered unclean by the orthodox Jewish community. Simon the

Tanner worked with dead animals.  He lived by the sea for the close access

of salt, but also because he had to be separate from the Jewish community.

And now Peter set out with those who had been sent from Cornelius’

householld and returned with them to tell Cornelius and everyone there

how a person could be saved.

We pick back up the text at verse 39:  Acts 10:39-48 (ESV)  39 And we are witnesses

of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to

death by hanging him on a tree,  40 but God raised him on the third day and made

him to appear,  41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42 And he

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed

by God to be judge of the living and the dead.  43 To him all the prophets bear

witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his

name.”

Everyone is going to experience Jesus - either as a condemning Judge or a gracious

Savior.  Jesus is not someone with whom you can be neutral.  He requires a

decision be made.  Even his creation is not neutral in its response to him.

Illus.  Water can be a source of pleasure and enjoyment.  It can be life-giving to

the thirsty, but it can also be deadly and a source of fear.  I went to YMCA summer

camp years ago and overcame my fear of water and drowning through knowledge

and training by learning to swim.  And there was someone who helped me!

I gave a prayer at the Eden, NC City Council a few years ago, and I ended it this

way:   “In the name of Jesus, Savior for those who believe and Lord of all.”

We all have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  The question is:  is it

one of faith or fear?



Luke continues the account at verse 44:  44 While Peter was still saying these

things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.  45 And the believers from

among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift

of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.  46 For they were hearing

them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared,  47 “Can anyone

withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just

as we have?”  48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ.  Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Baptism is a sign and symbol, but it is far more than that.  It is like a marriage

ceremony.  It is an act of commitment which legitimizes the love relationship.  It is

one’s entrance into the Kingdom.  The message has not changed since Acts 2.

Acts 2:38 (ESV)  38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Many people will say, “Oh, I believe in God.”  But, they are not God-fearers, let

alone Christians.  They have never made a commitment to Christ. They are not  saved!

Cornelius brought his family and friends to hear the gospel preached.  He knew it

was vital for them to hear the words that could save them if they acted upon the

message.  Wouldn’t it be great if it could be said that because of our faith, there

were others brought to the table (brought into the Kingdom)?

What we need is not more media preachers, T.V. Christians acting out a script.

What we do need is committed men and women of faith who will stand firm at

their post and honor their commitment to Jesus - NO MATTER WHAT THE

COST!

James 2:18-24 (ESV)  18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.”

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my

works.  19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and

shudder!  20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from

works is useless?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he

offered up his son Isaac on the altar?  22 You see that faith was active along with

his works, and faith was completed by his works;  23 and the Scripture was fulfilled

that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—

and he was called a friend of God.  24 You see that a person is justified by works

and not by faith alone.



What about you?
Are you active in inviting your neighbors and peers, and your family and friends

who are lost to hear the gospel?

There is no favoritism with God.  Red and yellow, black and white, they are

precious in his sight.” He wants all to be saved!

Conclusion: It is not enough to have the gospel; it must be shared.  It is not

enough to have faith; there must be deeds.  Let’s not just be a friendly welcoming

church, but also an inviting-church.

Let us always be the Church God wants us to be.

AND Let’s tell EVERYONE the GOOD NEWS!

"The Gospel is only good news if it gets there in time." -- Carl F. H. Henry

Salvation requires us to respond to God in faith, repentance and confession and

then deciding to be baptized.  All of these things we must do to be saved!

N.T. Wright on Christian baptism: "Thus the event of baptism--the action, the

water, the going down and the coming up again, the new clothes--is not just a

signpost to the reality of the new birth, the membership (as all birth gives

membership) in the new family. It really is the gateway to that membership...

"The important thing, then, is that in the simple but powerful action of plunging

someone into the water in the name of the triune God, there is a real dying to the

old creation and a real rising into the new--with all the dangerous privileges and

responsibilities that then accompany the new life as it sets out in the as-yet-

unredeemed world. Baptism is not magic, a conjuring trick with water. But neither

is it simply a visual aid. It is one of the points, established by Jesus himself, where

heaven and earth interlock, where new creation, resurrection life, appears in the

midst of the old" (N. T. Wright, "Surprised by Hope," p. 272).


