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Introduction:  Even to the casual reader, it is obvious there is a stress on the

Holy Spirit’s leading of His Church in Acts 13.  It is God who has always directed

His Church (verses 16-41).  This sermon of Paul’s is reminiscent of Stephen’s and

Peter’s sermon in form.  All demonstrate how God has worked in the past with his

people for their good.  In Acts 7:51, Stephen accused his listeners of resisting the

Holy Spirit even after all God has done.  In Acts 2 Peter promised the gift of the

Holy Spirit for those who would accept Jesus and repent and be baptized.

God had historically chosen Israel in Egypt (verse 17)

He led them out of Egypt (verse 17c)

He led them to the promised land (verse 19)

All this happened over about 450 years. You talk about long-suffering on God’s

part (ungrateful people)

God gave them what they wanted, and King Saul reigned for 40 years (verse 21).

Then God gave them what they needed.  He made David their king  (verse 22).

Oh, that God could say of us what he testified concerning David!  God said, “I

have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I

want him to do.”  David was certainly not perfect.  He was a murderer and an

adulterer, but he repented and received forgiveness so that God could use him. It

is from the line of David that Jesus, the Messiah, came into the world.

Every provision was made to introduce Jesus, the Messiah, to his people through

the OT scriptures (see verses 33-41).  John the Baptist was someone who told of

Jesus, but many of Jesus’ own people rejected him.  Some, however, believed the

message about Jesus.  Some of these early followers were found in Antioch where

they were first called “Christians.”
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I.  To Give Her Best.
Missions many times is thought of as a secondary part of the Church’s outreach.

It is secondary in the budget.  When we think of missions, we think of used clothing,

recycled Sunday School literature, outdated equipment like mimeographs, slide

projectors, and manual typewriters that maybe they can use.



Missionaries many times go where we would not even visit - let alone live.  But

somehow we get a picture of people with academic deficiencies or at best poor

judgment, and those who cannot take the pressure or oversight of a located pastoral

ministry.  Where this may be true some of the time,

What would happen, (Repeat)

If we sent our very best people to the mission fields?

If we invested more money in missions than buildings?

If we sent “new” material to the mission field?

If we recruited the best candidates from Bible College for the mission field where,

in many cases, there is a more receptive audience?

The Antioch church sent their best men.  They sent Barnabas and Saul, to the

mission field.

Acts 13:1-3 (ESV)  1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,

Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong

friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  2 While they were worshiping the Lord

and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the

work to which I have called them.”  3 Then after fasting and praying they laid

their hands on them and sent them off.

This was like going home for Barnabas, who was born on Cyprus (4:36), and Saul

(Paul) had already been called to evangelize the Gentiles by Jesus himself.  This,

however, was geographically specific.  John Mark also goes along as an assistant.

The Greek word means underling - literally an underrower.  One should not

conclude this is a demeaning term, however, because this is a word used of the

eyewitnesses to Luke’s gospel in Luke 1:2.  Paul was included in this group by

virtue of  his calling by Jesus Christ in Acts 26:16 and I Corinthians 4:1.

God has always directed his Church, BUT you will notice that the Church was in

an attitude to be led by God in verse 2.  They were worshipping.  They were

fasting.  God expects us to give our best in worship, and he helps us there, too.

The word for worship is the same word as “liturgy” in English.  The word originally

meant doing public service at one’s own expense.  It referred to the priest at the

altar, but now every believer in the Church is found at prayer.  Every Christian is

considered a priest.  There is no need for titles only those who want to serve our

Lord .



And then when they were challenged to do something by God, they gave God their

best.  Then God validated their response.  Verse 4 makes it clear that it was the

Holy Spirit who really did the sending.  To be called is one thing, but to be dedicated

to the task is only possible if God has directed it.

The Church has to be more than a group of people who hold sacred rites on the

first day of the week.  The Church must be universal in scope AND MISSION

SPECIFIC.
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II.  To Change Her Strategy.

The early Church recognized that strategic planning is worthless unless there is

first a strategic vision.  Acts 1:8 became the vision for the early Church.  The KJV

of the Bible in Proverbs 29:18 reads, “Where there is no vision the people perish.”

Strategic planning is senseless and a waste of time unless there is first a strategic

vision.  A strategic vision is a clear picture of what you want to achieve, which

then helps to organize and instruct every move towards that goal.  NASA in past

years was extremely successful in catching the imagination of the American people

when they said, “Let’s put a man on the moon by the end of the decade!”

We even had a TV series “I Dream of Jeanie,” which was a popular show.

Some of you remember!!

That strategic vision gave magnetic direction to NASA as well as to the country.

But, in an ever-changing society, strategic planning is not enough; it becomes

planning for planning’s sake - BUSY WORK.  Strategic planning must be completely

tied to a KNOWN STRATEGIC VISION so we know exactly where we are going

in spite of change.

One of the questions we need to ask is “WHAT BUSINESS ARE WE IN?” (John

Naisbitt, Megatrends, NY: Warner Books, 1982, p.91)  “For years Singer Co. has

been known for ______ sewing machines.  In 1980 they chartered a new course

into the aerospace industry and into electronics, flight simulators, sophisticated

military communication equipment, and radar systems.  Singer’s Linkflight

simulator was used to train the space shuttle Columbia’s astronauts.  This was

after a period when Singer’s stock went from $93/share in 1972 to $6.50/share in

1980.  Some churches wait too long to rethink their mission and never recover.



Sometimes I know it sounds like I am preaching on the same theme over and over.

Juan Carlos Ortiz once preached a sermon entitled “Love One Another” taken

from I John.  He got up, said “Love one Another,” and sat down.  He did this for

three weeks.  Finally the leadership came to him and asked him when he was

going to move to a different topic.  He said, “When you do what God says.”

Not being critical, we need to catch up with the 21st century audience before we

completely lose touch, OUR LEADERS NEED TO BE LOOKING AT STRATEGY,

not just profit and loss statements (as important as they are).

With limited energy, limited resources, and most critically limited time, knowing

you cannot speak to everyone about Jesus, TO WHOM DO YOU GO? THE

MOST RECEPTIVE AUDIENCE!

Our mission statement is printed in the bulletin:

“The purpose of the Weston Church of Christ is to glorify God by reaching the

lost, strengthening the saved and serving as one Body for Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Let’s do something to personalize our mission statement so that we can all take

responsibility for the mission of Christ’s Church.

If you personally feel uncomfortable with teaching or equipping people, maybe

you could help identify unchurched prospects.  Maybe your gift of money, your

time and support for church programs, and your prayers and encouragement

might help us be successful as Christ’s Body.

Acts 13:46-50 (ESV)  46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was

necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside

and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the

Gentiles.  47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light

for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 And

when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the

Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.  49 And the word of

the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.  50 But the Jews incited the

devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up

persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.

Whenever the Church rejects God’s message, it is given to those who will receive

it.  If you are going to spread the Gospel message, you should expect opposition

and rejection.
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III.  To Continue In Spite Of Opposition.
Whenever the gospel is preached it calls people to examine their lives.  Most

people would rather be left alone. The time is soon coming and here where we are

going to need to be heard on issues of abortion, pornography, euthanasia (good

death), education, morals and ethics, and birth control. We are not a denomination

— as it should be - BUT THAT MEANS WE HAVE NO GROUP TO SPEAK

FOR US.  We must speak individually.

Wherever the gospel message is preached there will be an attempt by the forces of

evil to silence that voice.

Acts 13:6-12 (ESV)  6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as

Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-

Jesus.  7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who

summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.  8 But Elymas

the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn

the proconsul away from the faith.  9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled

with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him  10 and said, “You son of the devil, you

enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making

crooked the straight paths of the Lord?  11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord

is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately

mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by

the hand.  12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he

was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

We must continue in spite of opposition so we might receive blessings (verse 12).

There is nothing more rewarding to me than to see people committing to ministry

and making a difference in people’s lives.  There is not a better feeling than

baptizing someone into Christ who you know has counted the cost of following Jesus.

Wherever there is growth there will be struggle for control.  In every small church

in America that is trying to grow, there are people resisting change and growth

because they are losing control and power and do not have a shared-ministry

concept.  Bar-Jesus opposed the gospel message not because of its content, but

because of what it would do to his master and his relationship with him.

Acts 13:13 (ESV)  13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came

to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to Jerusalem,



Some resistance is not as blatant and comes in the form of desertion.

Commentators suggest that John Mark deserted (Acts 15:38) Paul for a number

of reasons:

1.  He resented Paul for having his cousin Barnabas relegated to second place.

2.  He did not want to go further than Cyprus.

3.  He lost courage.

Some feel it was because he did not feel that a mission to the Gentiles was

appropriate.  He wanted to continue to preach to the very people who consistently

were rejecting the gospel - the Jews.  Can you imagine arguing over who should

hear the gospel?  Over a target group?

Paul never quit preaching to the Jews; he continued to go to them first, but he

spent most of his time and energy on the Gentiles BECAUSE THEY WERE

RECEPTIVE.  We have to devote the most time and resources to the most receptive

audiences.  You plant good seed in prepared ground, receptive soil - not on hardened

paths that will never produce a harvest.

Conclusion:  Brothers and sisters, whenever you turn on a light, you create a shadow.

Illus.  Strange is the word!  If I have the mind of Jesus, why do I still think so

much like me?  If I have the heart of Christ, why do I still have the hang-ups of

Gary?  If Jesus dwells within me, why do I still hate traffic jams?  Part of the

answer is illustrated in a story about a lady who had a small house on the seashore

of Ireland at the turn of the century.  She was quite wealthy but also quite frugal.

The people were surprised, then, when she decided to be among the first to have

electricity in her home.  Several weeks after the installation, a meter reader

appeared at her door.  He asked if her electricity was working well, and she

assured him it was.

“I’m wondering if you can explain something to me,” he said.  “Your meter shows

scarcely any usage.  Are you using your power?”  “Certainly,” she answered.

“Each evening when the sun sets, I turn on my lights just long enough to light my

candles; then I turn them off.”  She’s tapped into the power but doesn’t use it.  Her

house is connected but not altered.  Don’t we make the same mistake?  We too -

with our souls saved, but our hearts unchanged - are connected but not altered.

We are trusting Christ for our salvation but resisting transformation. We

occasionally flip the switch, but most of the time we settle for shadows.  - Just

Like Jesus, Max Lucado, p. 8 oct98



Always GIVE YOUR BEST TO GOD.  Always be willing to be flexible in how

God will use you.  Be faithful to God -  BUT EXPECT OPPOSITION.  It comes

with the territory.

Accepting Jesus is more than personal conversion, it requires that we also be a

light unto the world.  The gospel message will never change.  It will always offer a

reward as well as judgment.  It is a two-edged sword.  You must decide if you are

going to make a decision worthy of eternal life or not.

God always reverses the judgment of man.  The Jews could not believe in a

Messiah who would be hung on a tree and be cursed by God.  The Gentiles

thought of the cross as a scandal.  They saw Jesus’ death on the cross as a sign of

weakness and associated Jesus with criminals.  Even we cannot understand why

God would love us enough to die for us.

I never want to be critical.  I want to encourage you because I love you.  BUT I

know what is at stake.  Some of you may leave here today and never return.

Some of you may start a slow walk away from God, BUT I am praying that there

may be some here today that are outside of Christ who want to accept him as

Savior, some who desire to place their membership with us.

The gospel has a two-fold effect on everyone who would listen to it.

II Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV)  14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads

us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge

of him everywhere.  15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who

are being saved and among those who are perishing,  16 to one a fragrance from

death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these

things?

Which will you choose this morning?  LIFE OR DEATH?

That’s what this struggle is all about.  Will you choose Jesus and LIVE or deny

Him as Lord and Savior and cast a vote for Hell?  Please make the right decision

because eternity rests in the balance this morning!


