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Romans 8:12-17 ESV       Heirs with Christ

12 So then, brothers,[and sisters] we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according

to the flesh.  13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the

Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to

fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom

we cry, “Abba! Father!”  16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that

we are children of God,  17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be

glorified with him.

Introduction:  Thomas Wolf said, “You can’t go home again,” and to some

extent that’s right.  Dvorak wrote music about “Going Home.”  Even E.T.’s first

words were “Phone Home.”  Home is on our mind, and we all want to go there.

“Home is where the heart is,” they say.

WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT HOME?

WELL, THAT’S WHERE OUR FAMILY IS!

Once upon a time, we all had a place “at home with God” in a garden, and we

traded in our innocence for what has become a moral pigpen in a far-away country.

In the beginning our hearts were not restless because our treasure was God ---

no moths, no rust, no thieves.  But we traveled from innocence to condemnation.

There were neon lights over the pigpen flashing:

Eat, Drink and Be Merry for tomorrow you will die.

Pack in all the living you can into this life, because this is it!

You only go around once in life, so grab for all the gusto.

Do whatever your heart tells you.

Here is 6000 years of human history at a glance:

Man has fallen, he has been enslaved, he has been liberated only to wander in the

wilderness in search of God,  God was revealed through the Law, God was found

in the temple, God pitched his tent among us in the person of Jesus, left us with a

family and He is coming back at any moment.



He established His Church and now we hear through the Holy Spirit:

Romans 8:1 ESV         Life in the Spirit

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.[a]

Footnotes:  [a]  Romans 8:1 Some manuscripts add who walk not according to the

flesh (but according to the Spirit)

John Castellein, in a sermon, has called this section “Home Is Coming.”  Heaven

is Coming and in a real sense, we already partially experience it as a member of

the Family of God, THE CHURCH.  Jesus is coming!  It is a new home that is

coming.  The Holy Spirit is our down payment (deposit, earnest) on our final

home.

The Spirit and the Bride say come to those who need a home and who already

have a home.  The Church says come:  to a world who has no real sense of family.

And what understanding they do have, is distorted by sin.

ARE YOU A PART OF GOD’S FAMILY THIS MORNING? YOU CAN BE!

Some of you are a part of God’s family.  IS IT REALLY WORTH IT?

To get up on the one day you could sleep in?

To give 10% or more of your income to the Church?

To put in long hours in Bible study and prayer and those committee meetings?

IF THERE WAS NO HEAVEN, WOULD IT STILL BE WORTH IT?

Yes, because of what the Church is!  There are about 110 ways to describe the

Church in Scripture.  One way the Church is described is “The Family Of God.”

Illus.  Around the turn of the last century there was an evangelistic meeting in

Indiana.  Only two converts, not a success by most human standards.  Most

people probably asked if for all the trouble - HAD IT BEEN WORTH IT?

H.K. Schondelmayer and Charles Reign Scoville (great uncle to Bob

Schondelmayer) thought so.  Both men became Church of Christ preachers.  Bob’s

father preached until his death at 77.  Charles Reign Scoville became a very

famous evangelist.  In 1920 in Deming, New Mexico, there were 800 converts to

the faith.  Now I asked you was it worth it?

I would like to talk to you this morning about some exciting truths found in

Scripture regarding “The Family Of God.”  These can be looked at through the

use of alliteration.



The first truth is:

I.  Entrance

Entrance into the Family is through adoption/sonship,  i.e., “I am really wanted.”

There are a lot of unwanted children in this world.  Adoption, though, means you

are wanted.  It is synonymous with “on purpose.”  It is intentional.  Adoption is no

accident.

Illus:  No one comes home and says:  “Dear, you know what I did today?

I accidently adopted a child.”

Speaking about the Church: God’s Family  -  Paul writes:  Ephesians 1:3-4 ESV  3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  4 even as he chose us

in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless

before him.  In love

 THAT’S NO ACCIDENT!

If I am adopted and gain entrance into the FAMILY, I know I am loved.  In the

U.S. 1,840 children died from abuse and neglect in fiscal year 2019.  And then

there is the moral and human atrocity of abortion on-demand (620K in 2018).  In

some cities abortions are more prevalent than live-births.

To be adopted is also a change in status.

In Jesus’ time, according to William Barclay, the Roman custom for adoption

was a serious and complicated process.  It was serious because the child was the

absolute possession of the father (the father had the legal right to even kill his

child)  For a boy to be adopted into a new family, he was first symbolically sold by

his father to his adopting father.  Then the legal case for adoption was taken to

the magistrate.  The end result was that the child:

1.  lost all rights in the old family while gaining full rights in the new one.

2.  became a co-heir to his new father’s estate

3.  had all his old debts cancelled forever

4.  became in all senses the child of the new father.



Illus.  In Reader’s Digest a few years ago, there was a story about Andy - a boy

that was born with one eye, no arms or legs just flippers where his legs and feet

ought to have been.  His parents did not want him.  He remained in the hospital

because no one wanted him.  At 6 years-old he was 24 inches long and no one

wanted him until Leonard and Hazel came along.  The day Andy left the hospital

with his new parents he yelled:

“I AM ADOPTED”,  “I AM ADOPTED”  “I AM ADOPTED”

“YIPPEE, I AM FINALLY ADOPTED” There was an interview on Good

Morning America with Andy, Hazel and Leonard a few years ago.  Andy plays the

piano and organ and has a Masters Degree.  WHAT A DIFFERENCE LOVE

MAKES!

In our time of worship, we should be more excited - but we have suppressed our

emotions.  We have been taught that Church is no place for enthusiasm or

excitement.  We should be excited about our relationship with our heavenly Father.

I John 3:9 ESV  9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed

abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God.

We share an eternal connection with our NEW FATHER!

II.  Exclamation - something we express

And by Him we cry Abba! Father!  There were exclamation points added to the

text here!

We all love to hear our names (well, unless we are in trouble).  But rarely would

there be a sweeter sound than our name on the lips of our children - especially the

first time.

Abba is the equivalent to “daddy” or “dada.”  Dada is a term of endearment, an

intimate term.  It is also the term we use for our Father in Heaven.  He is called

Jehovah, El Shaddai, Elohim, Yahweh, Almighty God, Sabbaoth, Ancient of Days,

Maker of heaven and earth - but the term he longs to hear from us is Abba.

I was working in the business world when my children were born.  I remember

the first time my son, David, spoke.  I came into the room and he said:

There you are Treasurer of Peoples Building and Savings Association, Protector,

Provider.



And Jennifer was the same way.  I came into the room and she said:  There you

are Vice-President, General Manager, Omnipotent One -

WE GROW THEM SMART IN OHIO.

No, they both said dada.  We have learned all the big theological words for our

God, but maybe some of us need to get to know dada.  We need to see ourselves

as his children.

Mark 10:13-16 ESV      Let the Children Come to Me

13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the

disciples rebuked them.  14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to

them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the

kingdom of God.  15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of

God like a child shall not enter it.”  16 And he took them in his arms and blessed

them, laying his hands on them.

If you can have the attitude that God is your dad and you are his children, it will

transform your life.

III.  Economy
We are heirs with God and joint heirs with Christ.

It says in Scripture that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10), so

I stand before you a very rich man.

God owns WalMart

He owns Amazon

He owns Apple, and even CVS where I get my prescriptions.

It doesn’t bother me when someone pulls alongside my Toyota RAV4 in a new

Mercedes convertible because I own that company, too.

I may never go to Paris, but I own the Eiffel tower.  My wife and I may never go

to Hawaii, but we own Wakiki beach.  We own Disney World.  What upsets me

though is when they charge me so much to see what I own.

In the book of Proverbs three times it says, “the riches of the wicked are being

stored up for the righteous”  We shouldn’t get hung up on class distinction because

it is all going to change in just a few years.



IV.  Experiences

The CHURCH becomes our temporary home here on earth.  People in the Church

are like our parents, brothers, and sisters.  What do you think about when you

hear the word “MOTHER?”

Illus.  Howard Hendricks tells the story of a football game.

It was pouring down rain; you could barely see the players on the field.

The score at half had been 64-0.  It hadn’t got much better.

With just seconds to play everyone had left with the exception of three people on

the home side.  We had just gotten the ball back when up stood one of the mothers

yelling at the top of her lungs:  GIVE IT TO THEM, DON’T GIVE UP,

TAKE IT ON DOWN THE FIELD AND SCORE.

You know all of us need to hear encouragement, no matter what the score is.  And

we sometimes seem to be hardest on ourselves and those in our own family.

Paul’s view of family ethics is described in Ephesians 4:25-5:2 ESV

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with

his neighbor, for we are members one of another.  26 Be angry and do not sin; do

not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and give no opportunity to the devil.  28

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his

own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.  29 Let no

corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up,

as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.  30 And do not grieve

the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from

you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one

another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Walk in Love

5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  2 And walk in love, as

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to

God.

The most significant question you will ever ask is:

AM I A PART OF THE FAMILY OF GOD?



Conclusion:  You can tell if you are in God’s Family by observation.

1.  Are you led by the Spirit?  Scripture opens up to you,

     It teaches you,  God helps you to understand His word.

2.  Do you have power over temptation?

3.  Do you feel you need and want to pray?

4.  Do you love fellow Christians?

5.  Do you want to see the Family become larger?

There will be a deep conviction that God has poured out his love into your heart.

Romans 5:5 ESV  5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Do you know what brings tears to my eyes?

When I realize that God has saved me.

Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her.

Let us love the Church.  It is the only family God has here on earth.



“FELLOWSHIP OF THE UNASHAMED”

I am a part of the fellowship of the unashamed.  I have Holy Spirit power.

The die has been cast. I’ve stepped over the line, the decision has been made.

I am a disciple of His.

I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still.

My past is redeemed.  My present makes sense.  My future is secure.

I am finished and done with low living, selfish walking, small planning, smooth

knees, colorless dreams, tame visions, mundane thinking, chincy giving, dwarfed

goals and fussy dispositions.

I no longer need pre-emminence, prosperity, position, promotions or popularity.

I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, rewarded, or

get my way.

I now live by God’s presence, lean by faith, love by patience, lift by prayer, and

labor by power.

My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven.  My road is narrow, my way is

rough, my Guide reliable, my mission clear.

I can not be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded

or delayed.  I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of

adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity,

meander in the maze of mediocrity, or take refuge in the face of vengeance.

I won’t give up, shut up, let up, slow up till I’ve preached up, prayed up, paid up,

stored up and stayed up for the cause of Christ.

I am a disciple of Jesus.  I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all

know, love till all feel it, and forgive until all my enemies become God’s friends.

And when He comes to get His own, He’ll have no problems recognizing me.  My

colors will be clear.  My spirit is His.  My character is Christ’s.

I am a part of the fellowship of God’s family. Bob Morehead

(Hymn #282    The Family of God)


