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Introduction:  Richard Holloway, (Bishop of Edinburgh, at the Catholic
Renewal Conference at Loughborough in April 1978) wrote:  “This is my
dilemma…, I am dust and ashes, frail and wayward, a set of predetermined
behavioral responses,…riddled with fears, beset with needs…, the
quintessence of dust and unto dust I shall return…But there is something
else in me…Dust I may be, but troubled dust, dust that dreams, dust that
has strange premonitions of transfiguration, of a glory in store, a destiny
prepared, an inheritance that will one day be my own…So my life is stretched
out in a painful dialectic between ashes and glory, between weakness and
transfiguration.  I am a riddle to myself, an exasperating enigma…this
strange duality of dust and glory.”

I.  Mankind Is _______________ of Many Things.

A.  Mankind is capable of _______________ the law.

B.  Mankind is capable of great _______________.

II.  Mankind Is _______________ of Many Things.

A.  Mankind is incapable of _______________ in obedience.

B.  Mankind is incapable of _______________ himself.

Conclusion:  “The mark of a Christian is not perfection, but the fight of

faith showing itself in imperfect love by the power of the Spirit and in the

joyful confidence that God justifies the ungodly.  So take Christ as your

righteousness and fight to treasure him and his ways above all things.”

       - John Piper

Romans 8:1 ESV  8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those

who are in Christ Jesus.

It is only in and through Jesus Christ and with the help of the Holy Spirit

that we can have any chance of victory here and also for the life to come

that is called:  HEAVEN!

Romans 7:14-25 ESV

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under

sin.  15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I

want, but I do the very thing I hate.  16 Now if I do what I do not want, I

agree with the law, that it is good.  17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but

sin that dwells within me.  18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me,

that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the

ability to carry it out.  19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do

not want is what I keep on doing.  20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is

no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.   21 So I find it to be a

law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  22 For I delight in

the law of God, in my inner being,  23 but I see in my members another law

waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law

of sin that dwells in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will

deliver me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus

Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but

with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Romans 8:1 ESV          Life in the Spirit

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.[a]

Footnotes:  [a]  Romans 8:1 Some manuscripts add who walk not

according to the flesh (but according to the Spirit)


