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Introduction:  Luke thought the conversion of Saul was so important that we

hear it in Acts 9, and then again in Acts 22 and Acts 26. What is it that compels

Luke to tell the same conversion story three times?

On this morning’s news I heard that Vladimir Putin has converted to Christianity.

He will become the head of missions for the Christian Churches and Churches of

Christ and is right now developing a strategy to win the world to Christ.  His

executive assistant is Howard Stern.   Pretty unbelievable, right?  Could it happen?

Absolutely!  It has happened before to others very much like these two unlikely

candidates.  It happened to a man named Saul of Tarsus.

Acts 9:1-19a (ESV)  1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the

disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  2 and asked him for letters to the

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or

women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  3 Now as he went on his way, he

approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.  4

And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are

you persecuting me?”  5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am

Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told

what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,

hearing the voice but seeing no one.  8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his

eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him

into Damascus.  9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor

drank.  10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said

to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”  11 And the Lord

said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas

look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,  12 and he has seen

in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he

might regain his sight.”  13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many

about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.  14 And

here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.”  15

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my

name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.  16 For I will show

him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”



17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he

said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which

you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy

Spirit.”  18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained

his sight. Then he rose and was baptized;  19a  and taking food, he was strengthened.

What is it that we can learn from this first century conversion to Christianity?

I.  God Can Use Anyone.

It has always amazed me who God uses to further His Kingdom.  It amazes me

that He works through me.  God can use anyone, even:

A.  An Enemy of the Church (vv. 1-2)

And there was no bigger enemy to the Church here on earth in those early years

than a man by the name of Saul of Tarsus.  Saul later would become the Apostle

Paul and be a prolific writer of the New Testament (13 of 27 books), but before

that, he persecuted the church.  Later in Paul’s writing to Timothy (I Timothy

1:12-16 ESV) he refers to himself as a blasphemer, a persecutor of the church and

an insolent opponent (a violent man, NIV).  He had Christians killed.  He was at

the execution of Stephen.  Many have speculated he was also aware of Jesus

personally.

Saul was persecuting Jesus.  Not directly of course, but His bride the Church.

And Jesus was saying when you hurt my church, you are hurting me.  The Lord

Jesus Christ was not going to allow His church to be destroyed - NOT EVER!

The hope, of course, is that if Saul could change from enemy and chief persecutor

of the Church to its most willing servant, God can change those we might believe

are lost causes.

God can use anyone...

B.  Even Someone Who is Resistant/Stubborn.

“The very fanaticism of Saul’s persecution betrayed his growing inner uneasiness,

‘because fanaticism is only found,’ wrote Jung, ‘in individuals who are

compensating for secret doubts.’” (Stott, p.172).



Before we get to this conversion event of Saul’s, he must have wondered about the

truthfulness of the claims of the Church.  He stood by while Stephen was stoned.

He had certainly heard of the miracles and the claim by some that Jesus had

raised from the dead.  Even Saul’s teacher, Gamaliel, had left the door open for

the possibility of the Church’s claims about Jesus being true.

Speaking about Peter and the other apostles’ preaching, Gamaliel had warned

his own peers: Acts 5:39 (ESV)  39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to

overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice,

Jesus’ words to Saul indicate the level of Saul’s stubbornness.  In Acts 26:14b

ESV, where another question is added:  ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?

It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

Goads are sharp, pointed sticks. What Jesus was saying to Saul was: I have been

prodding you just like an ox at the plow to get your attention and direct you, but

you have resisted.

II.  God Calls Us in Different Ways.
A.  We Will Not Always Hear the Voice of God.

Most of us didn’t hear voices like Saul did when God called him.  Many of us are

impressed upon by God’s Spirit in such a way it almost seems like God is talking.

Even Saul’s companions only heard sound, but did not hear distinguishable words

(Acts 22:9).  This voice of the Savior was directed solely at Saul.  It was not meant

for others to understand.

I get nervous when I hear people say God spoke to me. My experience with that

has typically been poor.  Many people hear voices; some they lock up. I am not

saying it cannot happen, but I am saying you should not expect Saul’s experience

to be yours.

The same voice and Word that created the universe was now with Saul trying to

again create new life.

B.  We Will Not Always Be Given a Physical Sign.

Again I want to caution you so that what is experienced by anyone else in their

conversion is not expected in yours so as to label your experience “authentic.”



Here, Saul is driven to the ground by his guilt and the utterly overwhelming glory

of God’s Son, Jesus.  He is blinded physically to help create a living parable that

speaks to Saul’s spiritual bankruptcy and spiritual blindness.  Oddly enough, here

we have a Pharisee, a so-called “guide” for the morally and spiritually blind, who

needs to be led around by others and finally taught so he might really see.

Saul fasts for three days under the weight of his sin and his encounter with the

living God.

What does all this mean?  Does it mean we must hear voices, be made blind and

fast before we can be converted?  Not at all.  It means God picks and chooses the

ways and times He will ask us into His family.  It also clearly demonstrates you

can think you are doing God’s will, when in fact, you are working against Him.

While there are dissimilarities in the way God calls us, one can also say:

III.  God Calls Us in the Same Way.

A.  He Asks Us to Have a Personal Encounter with Jesus.

Becoming a Christian is a personal decision.  No matter how good the intentions

of parents, spouse, friends, and religious leaders, a person must choose for oneself

who will be Lord in his/her life.  Changes in our heart and mind are influenced by

those around us, but the change can only be completed by us.

B.  He Asks Us to Be Taught.

If we are too proud to be taught, then all is lost.  Ananias was selected to teach the

learned Pharisee, Saul.  And because his attitude was different regarding Jesus,

Saul was ready to be taught.  If it weren’t for Saul’s willingness to be taught and

Ananias’ courage to teach, Saul might never have been won to the Church.  And

without him the Church would never have been the same.  One might say that

Paul was the most important figure in the New Testament Church, but what if

Ananias had not said “yes” to God’s command to teach. William Barclay calls

Ananias “one of the forgotten heroes of the Christian church.” And without

Barnabas, the son of encouragement, what might have happened to Brother Saul?

One thing God will ask of everyone who comes to Him in faith, repenting of his

sin, is that the person be baptized.



C.  He Asks Us to Be Baptized.

Just like Saul was asked to be baptized so we need to be immersed in water for

the forgiveness of sin.  This is not a post-salvation event.  It is when we agree to be

one with the Father,

There has been discussion about the three accounts of Saul’s conversion.  The

question is raised:  when was Saul saved?

When he responded to the Lord’s voice?

When Saul saw Jesus?

When he was given back his sight miraculously?

Let’s check God’s word and see what Ananias told Saul to do:  Acts 22:16 (ESV) 16

And now why do you wait?  Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins,

calling on his name.’

You can see God.  You can hear God.  You can receive miraculous healing, but

that is not the same as salvation.

Fact is:  everyone sins, no one is good enough to stand before a holy God, and

there is only one way to be clean.  A person must have faith, repent, and be

baptized or you will not be saved.  Sin must be washed away.

John Stott tells us, it is “The grace of God that frees us from the bondage of our

pride, prejudice and self-centeredness, as to enable us to repent and believe”

(Stott, p.173).  An Anglican like Stott would say that baptism is the point one

becomes a part of the Church, not in membership, but in our salvation.

IV.  God’s Call Has Purpose.
There is always a reason for our being called by God besides our salvation.

A.  He Expects We Will Use Our Gifts.

Our gifts are to be used to glorify God by helping the Body of Christ as well as

others we meet.  “To be converted means to move from self-centered independence

to dependence on the Lord and interdependence with fellow disciples” (Larkin, p.142).

Ananias was chosen to use his gift to help the man who would become the Apostle

Paul.



“Ananias’s ministry models for us the supportive, restorative role the church is to

play in the lives of newly converted Christians” (Larkin, p.143).

Speak of the importance of Assimilation/Lay Ministry.  There is no room or place

for idle believers in Christ.

This example of Saul’s baptism makes it clear you do not need to be an Apostle or

an ordained minister either to administer baptism.

God’s Call Has Purpose.
B.  He Expects We May Suffer for Him.

Acts 9:15-16 (ESV)  15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument

of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.

16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”

   (Reference:  II Corinthians 11:23b-28)

Sometimes we might want to say like in Fiddler on the Roof,  “Lord, I know we

are your chosen people, but couldn’t you choose someone else?”

Later Paul would tell Timothy what to expect about suffering.  II Timothy 3:12

(ESV)  12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

The enemy is seen and sometimes unseen, but he is always ready to inflict pain

and problems on those who would dare to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:  Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall.  Humpty Dumpty had a great

fall.  All the King’s horses and all the King’s men couldn’t put Humpty together

again.

But soon the King himself heard of Humpty’s fate.  And he was deeply disturbed.

So, setting aside his royal finery, disguised as a common peasant, the King slipped

unnoticed through the majestic palace gates and into the rough-and~tumble street

life of his kingdom.



The King meandered through the back streets and alleys in search of Humpty.

After several days and nights the persistent monarch found him.  Humpty’s

shattered body was scattered over a ten~foot circle amidst the broken glass and

flattened beer cans of a back alley. Though weak from his searching, the King

was overjoyed at the sight of Humpty.  He ran to his side and cried, “Humpty!  It is

I. your King!  I have powers greater than those of my horses and men who failed

to put you together again.  Be at peace.  I am here to help!”

“Leave me alone,” Humpty’s mouth retorted.  “I’ve gotten used to this new way of

life.  I kind of like it now.”  “But--” was all the King could get out before Humpty

continued.  “I tell you, I’m fine.  I like it here.  That trash can over there...the way

the sun sparkles on the broken glass.  This must be the garden spot of the world!”

The King tried again.  “I assure you my kingdom has much more to offer than this

back alley--there are green mountains, rolling surfs, exciting cities...”  But Humpty

would hear none of it.  And the saddened King returned to the palace.

A week later one of Humpty’s eyes rolled skyward only to see once again the

concerned face of the King standing over his fractured pieces.  “I’ve come to

help,” firmly stated the King.  “Look, leave me alone, will you?” said Humpty.

“I’ve just seen my psychiatrist, and he assures me that I’m doing a fine job of

coping with my environment as it is.  You’re a cop-out.  A man has to deal with life

as it comes.  I’m a realist.”  “But wouldn’t you rather walk?” asked the King.

“Look,” Humpty’s mouth replied, “once I get up and start walking I’ll have to

stay up and keep walking.  At this point in my life I’m not ready to make a

commitment like that.  So, if you’ll excuse me you’re blocking my sun.”

Reluctantly the King turned once again and walked through the streets of his

kingdom back to the palace.

It was over a year before the King ventured to return to Humpty’s side.  But, sure

enough, one bright morning one of Humpty’s ears perked up at the sure, steady

strides of the King.  This time he was ready.  Humpty’s eye turned toward the tall

figure just as his mouth managed the words, “My King!”  Immediately the King

fell to his knees on the glass-covered pavement.  His strong, knowing hands gently

began to piece together Humpty’s fragments.  After some time, his work completed,

the King rose to full height, pulling up with him the figure of a strong young man.



The two walked hand in hand throughout the kingdom.  Together they stood atop

lush green mountains.  They ran together along deserted beaches.  They laughed

and joked together as they strolled the gleaming cities of the King’s domain.  This

went on forever.  And to the depth, breadth, and height of their friendship there

was no end.

Once while walking together down the sidewalk in one of the King’s cities, Humpty

overheard a remark that made his heart leap with both the joy of his new life and

the bitter memory of the back alley.  Someone said, “Say, who are those two

men?”  Another replied, “Why the one on the left is old Humpty Dumpty.  I don’t

know the one on the right -- but they sure look like brothers!”

      “Humpty Dumpty Revisited” by Vic Pentz, The Wittenburg Door, (1972).

You may not be caught up in another religion or be an immoral person, but you

still need a personal relationship with Jesus to go to heaven.  Saul of Tarsus

thought he was right before God, but he was as good as dead until Jesus met him

on the road.  I hope, if you do not know Jesus personally this morning, there will

be a time soon, even today! that you will yield to His will.  Jesus is God and Lord

of all!

In the context of your current or coming salvation,

God will never violate your will.

Freedom to choose is always yours.

God will not save you or keep you in His care

without your permission and participation.

BUT, here it is!
You cannot be saved unless you respond to God’s grace and call.


