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Introduction:  How did you get here this morning?  It probably didn’t take you

weeks, even if it seemed like it.  Even when we go on vacation it rarely takes us

longer than a day or two to complete the trip to our destination.  For Paul in Acts

20, it took the better part of a month to get from Philippi in Macedonia (Greece)

back to Jerusalem.  He wanted to be there for Pentecost (20:16).  It was now past

Passover (20:6).

In Troas Paul brings a sleepy listener back to life (vv. 7-12) and the ship’s itinerary

that follows would have been of great interest to especially a Roman audience, a

bit of a travelogue. (s. Larkin, pp. 291-92).

The first stop is Assos which was perched 700 feet above the harbor on a volcanic

hill that faced south toward the island of Lesbos.  Paul walked there (20 miles) to

meet those on the ship.  This was the birthplace of the Stoic philosopher, Cleanthes

and the place where Aristotle had taught for three years.

The next stop was the important port of Mitylene (44 miles south) on the island of

Lesbos.  It was a free city and a favorite Roman resort for the “rich and famous.”

The next day they went to Kios, the birthplace of Homer, and the following day, to

Samos, renown for its artwork and fine pottery.  The next day they traveled to

Miletus famous for its temple to Apollo.  Paul had bypassed Ephesus because of

time constraints.  (Illus. did not stay at Zelda Marvel’s house for the same reasons).

Yet he sent for the elders of the church in Ephesus to come to him.  This was no

easy task.  A messenger was sent up to Ephesus, virtually a three-day round trip.

What follows is sometimes called a “farewell discourse” while others have called

it a “last will and testament.”  Of all the varied speeches in the book of Acts, this

is the only one that is directed to the church (see Stott, p.323).

Faithful servants of the Lord’s Kingdom have common goals.  Let’s try to uncover

from Paul’s example what we can learn from his life and witness to the Church.



Acts 20:18-19 (ESV)  18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You

yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set

foot in Asia,  19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials

that happened to me through the plots of the Jews;

The key idea here that we should imitate is:

I.  To Serve (vv. 18-21)

The word, talked about in v. 19 (serving) comes from the noun δουλοδουλοδουλοδουλοδουλοs.  It is the

idea of great humility and at the same time recognizing personal weakness and

God’s power (Rienecker).  Paul served the Lord with humility.  “Augustine captured

the importance of humility by saying:

For those who would learn God’s ways,

humility is the first thing,

humility is the second,

humility is the third. (quoted by Kistemaker, p.725)

Paul demonstrates intense personal involvement by his tears.  This was not

exceptional.  Listen to what he tells the Corinthian church:  II Corinthians 2:4

(ESV)  4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with

many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I

have for you.

Paul was a patient man who had tremendous endurance, and suffered many trials

(II Cor. 11:26), and he was always faithful in preaching/teaching the Word.

Paul served as we must:

A.  Through taking initiative and mentoring others (v. 20).

Paul took three years and preached and taught in Ephesus.  It was Paul’s pattern

to appoint elders (plural) in all the churches (Acts 14:23).

Acts 20:20 (ESV)  20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was

profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,

B.  By preaching and planting churches (v. 20) - Leland Barney Sapp from

Lapeer, MI said he was “comfortable.”  He and his wife Amy went to Princeton,

NJ: Princeton Project.  ALSO Francis Chan left his mega church to go overseas.



In verse 20 the word that is translated “I did not shrink from declaring (preach,

NIV) to you”  means that Paul did not withdraw in fear.  He was bold in what he

said (s. v. 27).

Acts 20:21 (ESV)  21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward

God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

so, Paul served:

C.  Without prejudice (v. 21)

Paul taught Jews and Gentiles (or Greeks here in the ESV).  He taught in the

synagogue for a while then in the hall of Tyrannus, then house-to-house.  It was

Paul’s strategy in serving to be all things to all people.

I Corinthians 9:19-23 (ESV)  19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself

a servant to all, that I might win more of them.  20 To the Jews I became as a Jew,

in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law

(though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.  21

To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the

law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law.  22

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things

to all people, that by all means I might save some.  23 I do it all for the sake of the

gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.

The key idea here in following Paul’s example is:

II.  To Trust the Holy Spirit

A.  For leading (vv. 22-23)

Acts 20:22-23 (ESV)  22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by

the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there,  23 except that the Holy Spirit

testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.

The Holy Spirit is very active in the book of Acts.  The Holy Spirit impressed

“Philip to approach the Ethiopian official; Peter to accompany the men sent by

Cornelius; the church in Antioch to commission Barnabas and Paul; Paul to bypass

the regions of Asia and Mysia” and no one should forget Pentecost. (s. p.728

Kistemaker)



Even “constrained by the Spirit” (compelled, NIV) there is still a choice, BUT

following God means being led by His Spirit, and not knowing what will happen

(defines faith).  I hope God calls you to a ministry and you respond to His leading

yet this year. Even if you don’t feel you are qualified, God will supply what you

need.

Not everything is always disclosed (v.22b).  Sometimes the Lord does not fill in all

the holes and blanks in his command to follow.  The task may be clear, even the

motivation, but not always the method.  Method is contingent on a lot of factors.

We need to trust the Holy Spirit...

B.  For completing the task (v. 24)

There is a lot of unfinished business out there.

Acts 20:24 (ESV)  24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to

myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the

Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

We need to run the race, finish the course and HOLD NOTHING BACK.  Some

have not entered the race.  You cannot win if you don’t enter.  Paul is willing to die

for the Faith.  To the point of exhaustion he works.  Only those willing to lose their

lives for Christ’s sake will find them.  It was easier for me at 20 to be excited

about the Church.  The key for all of us is:  are we still excited about serving at 50,

at 80.  If you retire or have already retired, don’t quit!!  Rest comes later.

A typical day for Paul was to work as a tentmaker, teach at the Hall of Tyrannus,

and then hold Church in a home.  The early Church was started with a large

group (3000), but it was built using small groups.

the last key idea in following Paul’s example is:

III.  To Prepare Others.

If you want to help prepare others, be an example to follow!  Paul said:  I Corinthians

11:1 (ESV)  1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

Even Jesus tried to prepare his disciples:

A.  For his leaving (v. 25)

       Every person in ministry needs a replacement and recruits.



Acts 20:25 (ESV)  25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have

gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. - i.e. it is going to be

up to you to continue ministry!

Why did Paul stay so long at Ephesus (three years)?

1.  Work was fruitful;

2.  Critical Church culturally;

3.  Holy Spirit impressed him to stay

And how did Paul prepare the church for his leaving?

Acts 20:26-27 (ESV)  26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the

blood of all,  27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.

Like Paul, we will all have to leave sometime, and others will need to be prepared:

B.  For Satan’s attacks (vv. 28-29)

Acts 20:28-29 (ESV)  28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,

which he obtained with his own blood.  29 I know that after my departure fierce

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;

Sheep need wise leaders who are not like the hirelings mentioned in John 10 that

will run away at the first sign of trouble.

Satan and his wolves will attack us where we are the most vulnerable: our money

(how we share it); our time (what we consider important); our families (do they

keep us from our faith?); our health (do we blame God or lean on Him in times of

sickness) - and most certainly in the area of doctrine.  It does matter what we believe.

Present-day Gnosticism consists of people who claim to be followers of Jesus and

to “be saved,” but just to observe them and what they do and say - it is difficult to

see it!

Paul knew there was a danger of the flock (i.e., the Church) incurring casualties:

C.  For the lack of overseers

Paul wanted a meeting with the elders because “as the eldership goes, so goes the

church.”



The text here indicates that an elder (episcopos - “guardian” RSV), is selected by

the Holy Spirit even if he is confirmed by the congregation.  This office has

tremendous responsibility with it.  It is about caring, tending, feeding more than it

is about ruling and authority over someone.

An elder is to:

Keep watch over himself firstly then ...

Keep watch over all of the flock

Paul understands that the NT Church is going to be no longer an Apostle-driven

church (top/down model) but a collegial effort especially by the elders who are to

be responsible now for the church under the direction of the Holy Spirit.  Discuss:

Paul’s analogy of the Body where everyone is important to the healthy functioning

of the church.

God has given elders the responsibility to look after the flock. Hear what the

prophet Ezekiel says:  Ezekiel 3:17-19 (ESV)  17 “Son of man, I have made you a

watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,

you shall give them warning from me.  18 If I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely

die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked

way, in order to save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but his

blood I will require at your hand.  19 But if you warn the wicked, and he does not

turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but

you will have delivered your soul.

Q.  So who is accountable to God today?

A.  Everyone, and not just the pastor or elders.

Every church needs a shepherding program for Christ’s church (v.28) because the

members are precious.  They were bought with the blood of Jesus.

I Corinthians 6:20 (ESV)  20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in

your body.

Revelation 5:9 (ESV)  9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to

take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,



Paul knew preparation was critical to the on-going health of the Church:

D.  For the desertions that will come (v. 30)

Acts 20:30 (ESV)  30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking

twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.

So orthodoxy is at stake.

And orthopraxy is at stake as well.  Because, many times sin can also be the

problem (II Peter 2; Jude 4-19, s. p. 733-34 - Kistemaker.

Even from the ranks of the eldership deserters of the faith would appear.  Paul

knew this would be a problem within the Church at Ephesus for Timothy.

Acts 20:31 (ESV)  31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did

not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.  - Paul cared!

You remember Paul’s schedule:

Paul pursued his trade in the morning (19:9) in order to earn his own way.

Paul taught daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus (19:9)

Paul then filled up the rest of his time with teaching people publicly and from

house to house (20:20) (Kistemaker, p.734).

Conclusion: The goals in the Kingdom have not changed!  We must always

count and remember the cost of our salvation and fellowship (Jesus’ blood). -See

comment for .purchased. in Kistemaker, p. 734

Our goals ought to be:

to honor God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Protect and grow the church.

Acts 20:32 (ESV)  32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace,

which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who

are sanctified.

The Word of God will protect, build up, and keep you holy (v. 32)!



Finally in verse 35:  Acts 20:35 (ESV)  35 In all things I have shown you that by

working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the

Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Jesus said it was “more blessed to give than receive.”  This was an unknown

beatitude until then.  Most believe this is about Paul supplying his own support,

but it could certainly be about the gift of the Gospel and the gift which was his life!

Illus.  If given an opportunity to eat with Jesus (He’s buying) or listen to Him and

ask questions - which would you choose?  There are many things which are more

important that the material ones in this world.

Finally, brothers and sisters, there is a danger still, today in self-satisfaction.  Listen

to John’s counsel to the same church at Ephesus at the end of the first century -

only 30 years later.

Revelation 2:1-7 (ESV)  1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The

words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the

seven golden lampstands.  2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient

endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested

those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false.  3 I

know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you

have not grown weary.  4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the

love you had at first.  5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent,

and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your

lampstand from its place, unless you repent.  6 Yet this you have: you hate the

works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7 He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of

the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’


