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As long as anyone can remember, man has been searching for God.  And God has

revealed Himself in times past in a veiled way to individuals.  He was almost seen

years ago in a burning bush, in plagues sent down on Egypt, in a sea parted, in a

fiery cloud, in their very food - the manna symbolic of our Lord’s Supper.  He was

almost seen in the temple vision of Isaiah with the Lord seated on His throne -

high and lifted up, and Ezekiel when he almost saw Him in the storm.

Sometimes we almost see God in the birth of a child, a rainbow or a smile?  No

one back in the Old Testament times had ever really seen God.  It was not until

roughly 2000 years ago that that became possible.  Our text this morning tells of

this real and historic event, this religious moment in time - THE INCARNATION.

John 1:1-18 ESV 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  4 In

him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.  6 There was a man sent from God, whose

name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all

might believe through him.  8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about

the light.  9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the

world.  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the

world did not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not

receive him.  12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave

the right to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will

of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh and

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the

Father, full of grace and truth.  15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out,

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because

he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon

grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's

side, he has made him known.

Grace!  What is Grace?

The Grace of God -what does that mean?



THESIS:  The grace of God is full of purpose.

One of the purposes of Grace is:

I.  Grace Shows Us God.

God is revealed in His creation and nature.  The light of creation shines on all

men.  The purpose of all of God’s creation is to point to God.  The purpose and

nature of light is simply to shine.  Though, there is never any attempt to force

recognition or belief; it simply says in verse 5  “the darkness has not overcome

it.“ or in the NIV:  “the darkness has not understood it”.

Verse 7 describes the witness of man, i.e. our witness - yours and mine as being

imperfect, because in verse 8:  it was said that John was not the true light.  In

Verse 9, revelation is enhanced.  The text reads “the true light which gives light”.

The light in this verse is Christ Himself who gives us instruction and understanding.

Finally in Verse 14, God is revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ.  All revelation

comes into focus in Him!  The Word becomes flesh, “and we have seen his glory,

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Grace and truth means light and knowledge.

The gift (χαριχαριχαριχαριχαριs) of grace.  Same word becomes the revelation and knowledge of

the truth freely given from God the Father about Himself through Jesus the Son.

When churches are searching for a minister, what do they look for in a minister?

READ p. 144-45, Life Style Evangelism by Joe Aldrich

“WANTED: Minister for growing church.  A real challenge for the right man!

Opportunity to become better acquainted with people!  Applicant must offer

experience as shop worker...office manager...educator (all levels, including

college)...artist...salesman...diplomat...writer...theologian...politician...Boy Scout

leader...children’s worker...minor league athlete...psychologist...vocational

counselor...psychiatrist...funeral director...wedding consultant...master of

ceremonies...circus clown...missionary...social worker.  Helpful but not essential:

experience as a butcher...baker...cowboy...Western Union messenger.

Must know all about problems of birth, marriage, and death; also conversant

with latest theories and practices in areas like pediatrics, economics, and nuclear

science.

Right man will hold firm views on every topic, but is careful not to upset people

who disagree.  Must be forthright but flexible; returns criticism and backbiting

with Christian love and forgiveness.  Should have outgoing, friendly disposition

at all times.  Should be captivating speaker and intent listener...



Education must be beyond Ph.D. requirements, but always concealed in homespun

modesty and folksy talk.  Able to sound learned at times but most of the time talks

and acts like good-old Joe.  Familiar with literature read by average congregation.

Must be willing to work long hours, subject to call any time day and night,

adaptable to sudden interuption.  Will spend at least 25 hours preparing sermon.

Additional 10 hours reading books and magazines.

Applicant’s wife must be both stunning and plain, smartly attired but conservative

in appearance, gracious and able to get along with everyone, especially women.

Must be willing to work in church kitchen, teach Sunday school, babysit, run

multilith machine, wait tables, never listen to gossip, never become discouraged.

Applicant’s children must be exemplary in conduct and character; well-behaved,

yet basically no different from other children; decently dressed.

Opportunity for applicant to live close to work.  Furnished home provided; open-

door hospitality enforced.  Must be ever mindful the house does not belong to him.

Directly responsible for views and conduct to all church members and visitors,

not confined to direction or support from any one person.  Salary not

commensurate with experience or need; no overtime pay.  All replies kept

confidential.  Anyone applying will undergo full investigation to determine sanity.”

Is that what churches really want?  What they really want is someone to

show them God, isn’t it?

Some 30 years after the incarnation, we read John 14:8-10 ESV  8 Philip said to

him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”

and then... 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not

know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,

‘Show us the Father’?

I remember we saw you touch a leper and he was healed - but show us God.

We saw you heal a blind man - but show us God.

We saw you heal a lame man - but show us God.

One day we saw you feed 5000 men from just a bag full of food - but show us

God.



You washed our feet and taught us humility - but will someone please show us God.”

Jesus after being beaten, stumbled up a lonely hill and was nailed to a cross,

humiliated, forgave his persecutors and died ALL FOR US!

AND SOME STILL SAY:  SHOW US GOD!

To demonstrate God’s grace, Jesus died (as our sacrifice on the cross) for our

sins.  And God’s purpose is shown in that.

II.  Grace Brings Salvation From God.
We know it is not cheap grace that God offers John 3:16-17 ESV  16 “For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should

not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Titus 2:11 ESV  11 For the grace of God has appeared (epiphany), bringing salvation

for all people,  In the N.T. the word grace is used 155 times and becomes in

Jesus’ teaching God’s coming down to the weak, the poor, hopeless and lost.  In

John’s gospel the word grace occurs but 4 times.  All 4 times here in the prologue

(1:1-18).  John links grace with truth and is the very essence of the Son’s Glory.

16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  17 For the law was

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Grace is understood as a gift.  Paul understood this concept of grace.  Grace is a

gift of forgiveness and salvation.

Ephesians 2:4-9 ESV  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love

with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us

alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that

in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness

toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  9 not a result of works, so that no

one may boast.

So God’s purposeful grace has been revealed through His Son and our Savior,

Jesus Christ, and a free gift of forgiveness and salvation is ours, BUT ONLY IF

WE ACCEPT IT!

Transition:  Let’s go back to John 1:10,11

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did

not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.



From What’s So Amazing about Grace, p. 55 by Philip Yancey

“Ask people what they must do to get to heaven and most reply, ‘Be good.’  Jesus’

stories contradict that answer.  All we must do is cry, ‘Help!’  God welcomes

home anyone who will have him and, in fact, has made the first move already.

Most experts - doctors, lawyers, marriage counselors - set a high value on

themselves and wait for clients to come to them.  Not God.  As Soren Kierkegaard

put it,

When it is a question of a sinner He does not merely stand still, open his arms and

say, ‘Come hither;’ no, He stands there and waits, as the father of the lost son

waited, rather He does not stand and wait, He goes forth to seek, as the shepherd

sought the lost sheep, as the woman sought the lost coin.  He goes - yet no, He has

gone, but infinitely farther than any shepherd or any woman, He went, in sooth,the

infinitely long way from being God to becoming man, and that way He went in

search of sinners. (not to punish, but to invite to a better life- GLW)

Kierkegaard puts his finger on perhaps the most important aspect of Jesus’

parables.  They were not merely pleasant stories to hold listeners’ attention or

literary vessels to hold theological truth.  They were, in fact, the template of

Jesus’ life on earth.  He was the shepherd who left the safety of the fold for the

dark and dangerous night outside.  To his banquets he welcomes tax collectors

and reprobates and whores.  He came for the sick and not the well, for the

unrighteous and not the righteous.  And to those who betrayed him - especially

the disciples, who forsook him at his time of greatest need - he responded like a

lovesick father.

Mozart’s Requiem contains a wonderful line...”Remember, merciful Jesu, That I

am the cause of your journey.”

The third thing that grace brings is intimacy.

III.  Grace Brings Us Close To God.
READ Verses 10-11

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did

not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.

Verse 11 could easily be rendered “He came home and his own people did not

welcome Him”  literally they did not take him to their sides.

READ Verse 12  12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he

gave the right to become children of God,



Our reception of Jesus, our belief in Him gives us rights to become children of

God.  Born of God:  That is what I mean by intimacy.  Not born again in a

physical sense as Nicodemus had mistakenly thought,  but born from above.

Dean Emeritus,  Wayne Shaw,  of Lincoln Christian Seminary rightly said, “Jesus

became the Son of Man so that we might become sons of God.”  So that we might

belong to a royal family.  This sonship demands honor be given to our Father.

This sonship demands a life-style consistent with our Father’s wishes.  As Christians

should we continue in sin that grace may abound?  Paul says GOD FORBID!

We must not take this grace for granted!  Intimacy with God is demonstrated

through his communication.  His Word is a vehicle of communication: one we can

understand and appreciate.

There are all types of communication:

Rare today, but a card or letter is a written, visual one-way communication.

MP3s and MP4s are an audio/visual one-way communication

A telephone call is a verbal, two or more-way communication that now also

supports visual communication with programs like Facetime, even Marco Polo.

In our high-tech world we can see, hear and participate in two-way communication.

You can even Zoom with hundreds of your closest frriends, but there is nothing

like a personal visit is there?  Jesus paid the world a personal visit!

The writer of Hebrews opens his letter this way: Hebrews 1:1-3 ESV  1 Long ago,

at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  2 but

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of

all things, through whom also he created the world.  3 He is the radiance of the

glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by

the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right

hand of the Majesty on high,

There is other grace that is intimate.  There is the intimate grace of prayer.  We

can touch the hem of his garment with our prayers.  “He is just a prayer away.”

He is just as close as our next breath.  Matthew’s gospel at the end assures us

Jesus is with us always!  (Matt. 28:18) even to the end of the age.

Then there is the grace (a true gift from God) of Christian friends and fellowship

and the close companionship of Jesus in times of celebration and worship; the

additions of people to the holy family of God, and also in times of loss and trouble;

loss of loved ones through death, moving, loss of a job, loss of nearness of family.



There is a purpose in the grace of God!

John’s purpose in writing his entire book is stated in John 20:30-31 ESV  30 Now

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written

in this book;  31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

God has shown his grace to you in the revelation and the communication of His

word from His Son, Jesus Christ.  He has shown his grace by the offer of

forgiveness and salvation and lastly He has shown his grace by his attempts in

history to be intimate with His people.  And now today, right now through His

Holy Spirit, He is asking for you to come close to him, to believe!

He is who he says He is!  Accept Jesus as your personal Savior.  He requires you

to repent of your sin, confess Him as Lord, and then to be baptized to be made

clean.

There is no closer relationship than that of Jesus to you.  If you obey Him today,

you can become one with Christ today.  He has promised to live in your heart.

You can welcome him home!  Jesus died for you because he loves you.  He offers

his free gift of grace and eternal life.

Conclusion:  Intimacy with God does not come without effort.  We must have

eyes to see God as He shows Himself to us in various ways.  We must be willing to

accept the salvation that God provides.  As thankfulness is played out in our lives

in service to our Lord, God comes near.  He indeed becomes for us Emmanuel

(God with us).

All the world is in search of God.  People are looking everywhere for the Truth.

It is difficult to believe in someone whom you never have seen or met before.  In

John’s gospel, Philip says to Jesus, John 14:8 ESV  8 ...“Lord, show us the Father,

and it is enough for us.” Jesus then answered, “Anyone who has seen me has

seen the Father” (14:9b).

For John, seeing was believing.  John later says, Blessed are those who have not

seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29b).


