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Introduction:  Our theme this year is “Let’s Be Busy While We Wait.”  Have

you ever noticed how all time is not equal?  Days at work can be slow.  Waiting

for an important event can make time seem to drag.  This time of COVID-19 is

just slower than slow because we can’t wait for it to be over.  Yet, good vacations

seem to fly by.  And have some of you noticed that the older you get the faster time

seems to go?

Fact is, though, that time is a very precise commodity.  Even for some people or

events, you might say: “you can set your watch by them/it.”  Who would have

thought 50 years ago that time could be checked by using your phone, though I do

remember there was a special phone number to call to check what time it was.

And watches today can even tell us how we have spent our time.  My phone tells

me even how much time I have spent on social media.

Although all time is not equal in the way it is spent, some time seems productive

while other time seems to be wasted - although we all have the same amount of

time everyday.  They say “time is money,” but then again money isn’t everything.

Many people would give up every bit of their wealth if they could have health and

another 24 hours with their families.  For some of us timepieces can add stress or

impose deadlines with alarms going off in our ears, while other people seem

indifferent to Time’s demands.

Under God’s providential care, time can be priceless.  Jesus’ life is the best example.

Galatians 4:4 ESV  4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his

Son, born of woman, born under the law,

Romans 5:6 ESV  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for

the ungodly.

For our discussion, in the Greek language, there are two words for time: chronos

and kairos.  Chronos is clock time; it is a mechanical measurement of time.  Kairos

time is different.  It is time that is significant and meaningful.  We are really

talking about the difference between history (marking time) and historic.  Mark

Buchanan explains, “In kairos time you ask, not ‘What time is it?’ but, ‘What is

this time for?’”  Kairos time is a life dedicated to God that has divine purpose.



George Burns used to say:  “The secret of a good sermon is to have a good

beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as close together as possible.”

In today’s text I want to look at two things with you: the movement of the text as it

relates to time and a small word in our passage that has great significance.  It is

the word “until” (αχριαχριαχριαχριαχρι).  Our passage in Philippians talks of past, present and

future in the life of the Christian.  “Until” provides an end point for each section.

First of all let’s talk about the past.  It’s OK to be nostalgic or as Paul says:

“thankful.”

I.  The Past Is Worth Remembering.
Philippians 1:3-6 ESV  3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always

in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,  5 because of your

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 And I am sure of this, that

he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Much of what happens in church should be “thanksgiving.”  The past is worth

remembering because we have much for which to be thankful!  As a church we

can look back and be grateful for all the people who served our Lord here in

Weston/Wood County before us.

II Corinthians 9:14-15 ESV  14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of

the surpassing grace of God upon you.  15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

In all of Paul’s writings there is a familiar word:  the word grace. - “Even in

English, one can see the word “grace” (charis) in the phrase “I give thanks”

translated from one Greek word (eucharisto).  In fact, Paul can sometimes use

exactly the same word for grace and gratitude (II Cor. 9:14-15). (Interpretation,

Craddock, Philippians, p. 16)

Paul remembers and is thankful for two things:

1. his remembrance of them (v. 3)

2. their partnership in the gospel (v. 5)

As a converted Jew, Paul knew that being a believer had to do with an act of

memory.  It holds true for Christians today that to become “lost” out in the world

is a form of amnesia.  People who tell me: “I used to go to church” have forgotten

the importance of worshipping God and thanksgiving.  They have forgotten how

they were before they were introduced to Christ.



Maybe you remember how it was for you.  I remember those saints of the past

that impacted my life.  I remember teachers for Sunday School, VBS, camp, choirs,

youth group and so many other activities.  My parents, elders like Harold Edminson,

the Maxwells who worked with our youth program, Mrs. McVety who died in her

90’s who was as proud as my parents were when I was ordained in 1986. I could

go on.

Veterans rallies are increasingly poorly attended.  IT’S TIME to remember and

be thankful for how we got to this place and time.  It took the shedding of blood.

In a more eternally-significant way the Church got here the same way through the

shedding of blood by our Savior and even those who have dared to speak in

dangerous settings since and have been martyred for their efforts.

Paul makes it clear, like any good minister, that it is with the help of many people

that he has been so effective.  The phrase “until now” certainly suggests continuity

and faithfulness rather than a one-time emotional moment that can be cast aside

through the difficulties of life.

Paul makes it clear, like any good minister, that a commitment to Christ is a

lifelong-relationship “until the day of Christ Jesus.”  But to say or wrongly believe

that our greatest days are behind us is certainly reason for depression and sadness.

We can give so many excuses.

Paul describes the Philippians as “participants, partners, partakers, sharers” all

coming from the word koinonia which can also be rendered fellowship and

communion in other contexts.

The word “fellowship” has certainly lost much of its meaning over the years.

“For the church today to announce a meeting for the purpose of fellowship is in

essence many times to promise all attending that there will be no serious business,

no worship, no work.” (Craddock) - maybe just PIE!

“IT’S TIME” - needs to be more than the sermon title or an agenda of this minister,

it needs to be a congregational response - ALMOST LIKE AMEN!

For all of us, our past is getting longer which means we are all getting older.

Many of us may have more past than future left.  And the Present is an uncertain

moment as to its duration.



II.  The Present Is Impacted by Current Experiences.

Philippians 1:7-8 ESV   7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I

hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.  8 For God is my

witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Without something significant going on in ministry TODAY, there will be no reason

to celebrate past victories.  Yet, we cannot get so wrapped up in planning for the

future that work does not happen in the present.  Leo Tolstoy said, “If you want to

do a good deed, do it now.  The time will pass, and you will not have the chance

again.”  Soon the future will arrive.

Ministries that are models for others, and effective for our Lord Jesus Christ,

value the past, but don’t live there.  They realize there is a new generation to

reach.  These new generations may view the world differently, but they still need

Jesus just like we do.

Nowhere in Paul’s letters does one get the impression that his love waited for the

phone to ring.  We have no reason to doubt his sincerity when he says his love is

the very love of Christ (v. 8) which was, of course, an initiating love, not a love

reacting to the action of another.  Christ’s kind of LOVE is sacrificial and goes

out even to enemies and troublemakers.

When one hears the word grace, the mind normally goes toward ideas like

redemption and salvation, but here when Paul says grace he means mission and

work.  Paul further relates grace to being in prison for Christ.  Grace involves

suffering together, partners in trouble and ultimately partners with Christ.  Paul

would later say:  Philippians 3:10-11 ESV  10 that I may know him and the power

of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,

11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Whether Paul was in prison in Rome, Caesarea, or Ephesus is not known only

that he was there for Christ (1:13) and for the church as their proxy witness.

Today is no different from Paul’s day.  Today, it is still the gospel that is on trial.

In our own witness there can be no separation between message and messenger.

Our lives, like Paul’s, need to be consistent with our words.



In our primary text one has to wonder what the difficulty is, perceived or real, that

may exist between Paul and the Philippians.  Were there those who may have

complained about a lack of intimacy?  Had Paul become too professionally distant?

This was, afterall, the congregation that time and time again had supported Paul

with gifts of money while he wouldn’t take a dime from the other churches.

III. The Future Is Secure in Jesus Christ.

The future can only be secure in Jesus Christ.  The Bible warns about being

ready, prepared and the need to be busy.  Why?  George Will tells us, “The future

has a way of arriving unannounced.”

“In the twinkling of an eye,” Paul tells the Corinthians:  I Corinthians 15:50-55

ESV  50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of

God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51 Behold! I tell you a

mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead

will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this perishable body

must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  54

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,

then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  “Death is swallowed up in

victory.”  55 “O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?”

Yet, this will be no time of celebration for those on the wrong side of history, and

where time has indeed run out to make a wise choice!

Philippians 1:9-11 ESV  9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and

more, with knowledge and all discernment,  10 so that you may approve what is

excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,  11 filled with the fruit

of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Paul prays for the future well-being of the Church.  The Future requires

perseverance (v. 10) until the day of Christ, i.e., to the end. “The day of Christ is a

Christianized version of the day of the Lord in the Old Testament (Amos 5:20;

Zeph. 1:14) and refers to the Parousia, the coming of Christ.” - (Craddock,

Philippians, pp. 20-21)

A.  Paul prays the Philippians will grow and mature in love.



The Christian life cannot be static.  It is “not love that is sentimental and easy and

grins at the wrong time; not a love that shrinks from truth-telling and tough

engagements; but a love that is joined to knowing and understanding, to probing

and discerning, to putting itself to the test in real-life situations and making moral

choices in matters that count.” - Craddock, p. 21

Paul had said to the Roman church:   Romans 12:2 ESV  2 Do not be conformed to

this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you

may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

B.  Paul also prays that at the day of Christ the Philippians will be pure and

      blameless (having neither stumbled nor caused others to stumble).

Psalm 37:37-40 ESV  37 Mark the blameless and behold the upright, for there is a

future for the man of peace.  38 But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed;

the future of the wicked shall be cut off.   39 The salvation of the righteous is from

the Lord; he is their stronghold in the time of trouble.  40 The Lord helps them and

delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they

take refuge in him.

Conclusion:  We do not have any time to waste. “IT’S TIME.”

But, “Let’s Be Busy While We Wait.”

Besides the little preposition “until” there is another small, but significant word

used throughout our passage in Philippians - “ALL.”  There can be no exclusion

of people within the Body.  Paul prays for all even those who may be causing

some disunity, preaching out of wrong motives, or being critical of him.  Later in

his letter to the church he asks a couple of the ladies (Euodia and Syntyche) to try

and get along and they are also described as having been in partnership with Paul

in the gospel. (4:2-3).

Paul talks about joy throughout his letter to the Philippians, and realizes that if

Christians cannot get along, and sometimes they don’t, it can affect the entire

church and its witness.

It seems to me TODAY is the time to refocus on the true mission of the Church:

to worship our Lord and help bring the lost to Jesus.



Time goes by quickly.  People move away.  People die before we do, and we don’t

get to say everything we had planned.

A few years ago now, after having been on a tour of Churchill Downs in Louisville,

Kentucky,  I found out the Triple-Crown winner, Secretariat, when autopsied had

a heart that weighed 21 lbs.  That is three-times the size of most horses. No

wonder Secretariat was such a champion.

I think sometimes, we as Christians lack passion about our faith.  I don’t know

about you, but I think IT’S TIME for more heart in our faith and witness.

While on a spiritual retreat with Bob Russell years ago, I met Jack Hillerich the

C.E.O. of the company that makes Louisville Slugger baseball bats.  The company

began as J.F. Hillerich & Son in 1897, the same year Honus Wagner joined the

National League’s Louisville team.

When I met Jack Hillerich he was 67 and still excited and passionate about the

family business that he started managing when we was 29.  Almost 40 years later

his eyes still would light up when anyone mentioned Honus Wagner, the first

baseball player to autograph one of his bats in 1905.  Even after seeing his business

in wooden bats go from 6 million in sales to 1 million, he still was enthusiastic

about the future.

So what does that have to do with anything?  I have to admit to you that I wondered

if my excitement level about the church was as high as my new non-Christian

friend’s was about his family business.  I have felt convicted ever since.

My grandson, Eli is 16 years old now, but about the time he turned three; my son

and his wife went on a mini-vacation up to Traverse City, MI.  They went to

Sleeping Bear Dunes and later to a fishery in that area.  While there, Eli became

temporarily lost.  In just a moment, he had run down a path and out of his parent’s

sight.  I don’t even know if a prayer was voiced, it all happened so quickly.  I do

know there was fear and panic and finally joy and relief when a kind stranger

brought Eli back up the path to his frantic mom and dad.

When I heard the story I thought about Luke 15 and the stories of a lost coin, a

lost sheep, and a lost son -AND how there is rejoicing in heaven over the lost

being found.



You know IT’S TIME that we become more sensitive to the real needs of those

who are not Christians, who are all around us.

You know IT’S TIME that we become more sensitive to the real value of time

(life) before it is spent.

You know IT’S TIME that we have more passion and heart in the way we live our

lives for the One who has saved us for all eternity.

If you believe that’s true, say: IT’S TIME!

Invitation: If you are not a Christian, right now IT’S TIME to offer you an

opportunity to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.

(Have You Any Room (Time) for Jesus?)


