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Introduction:  (taken from WHO SPEAKS FOR GOD? by Charles Colson.)

A few years ago, during a visit to Australia, I was interviewed by a well-known

radio show host.  As the program drew to a close, he posed one last question.

“Mr. Colson, you are an unusual person.  You have conquered the pinnacles of

secular success.  The goals most people strive their whole lives for, you have

achieved - only to see it all collapse as you fell from the White House to prison.

But now you’re out, leading a new life as a Christian.  It’s like having lived two

lives.  How would you sum up the meaning of those two lives?” I glanced at the

clock, and realized with a sinking feeling that only twenty seconds remained in the

live broadcast.

Then in a flash the answer came.  “‘If my life stands for anything,’ I said quickly,

‘it is the truth of the teaching of Jesus Christ, . . . . whoever wants to save his life

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me [Christ] will find it.  What good will it

be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?’” (Matt. 16:25-26

NIV).

With that we went off the air, my questioner looking totally bewildered. And

certainly those words do embody a staggering paradox.  But in my life, I’ve

experienced the literal truth of those words.  I had spent my first forty years

seeking the whole world, to the neglect of my soul.  But what I couldn’t find in my

quest for power and success - that is, true security and meaning - I discovered in

prison where all worldly props had been stripped away.  And by God’s grace, I

lost my life in order that I might find true life in Christ.

I suppose Paul was a lot like this before he met Jesus on the road to Damascus.

We recently discussed Paul’s trial before Felix.  Now in Acts 25-26, we see Paul

come before two other officials:  Festus and King Agrippa.  Paul writes in his

letter entitled Romans - Romans 1:16 (ESV)  16 For I am not ashamed of the

gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the

Jew first and also to the Greek.

There are three particular areas of Paul’s life with Christ we want to discuss this

morning.



I.  Paul’s Trial Defenses
Christianity has always been under attack.

Illus.  In 1925 the news in Dayton, Tennessee came from the trial of John Thomas

Scopes.  He was a high school biology teacher who was found guilty of teaching

the Darwinian theory of evolution in the classroom.  Clarence Darrow, the

prosecuting attorney, succeeded in his argument that the teaching of Scopes was

an affront against the Biblical foundations of students in the class.  For many the

trial was the equivalent of putting Christianity on the witness stand.

Isn’t it amazing what has happened in the last 95 years in our world?  My parents

were born in 1923.  Paul Luna who just recently died was born in 1924. Now, in

our current time, there is a concerted attempt to sanitize all public places of any

kind of religious teaching of Christian values or display of symbols.

In a real sense, Christianity is on trial in the person of Paul here in Acts. Trials

and controversy were no strangers to Paul.  You may remember he had been in

jail for the previous two years under the rule of Felix.  Just a few days into the

new governor’s rule, Paul finds himself:

A.  Before Festus. (25:6-12)

There had been a discussion about venue.  The Jews, of course, still wanted to get

Paul to be transferred to Jerusalem so as to ambush and kill him enroute (Acts

23:21).  Those 40 men (two years ago) who had vowed not to eat or drink anything

until Paul was dead must have been getting pretty frail looking by then.

Acts 25:6-12 (ESV)  6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days,

he went down to Caesarea. And the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and

ordered Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down

from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against

him that they could not prove.  8 Paul argued in his defense, “Neither against the

law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I committed any

offense.”  9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish

to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?” 10 But Paul

said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the

Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well.  11 If then I am a

wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek

to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can

give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.”  12 Then Festus, when he had conferred

with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”



According to the text, Paul had supposedly committed offences in three areas:  the

temple, the Law, and the emperor.

None of these charges could be substantiated by proof, however.  So in an effort to

please the Jews, he suggests that Paul may want to go to Jerusalem.

It is at this time that Paul appeals his case to Caesar.  This ties Festus’ hands.  But

there is another problem for Festus.  What will he say about the charges against

Paul?  A governor does not send a prisoner to the Emperor to stand trial if there

isn’t a good reason.  Emperors are busy people.  Bothering the Emperor, commonly

called Lord and Savior, with groundless cases is a career decision - and not a

good one.  So, Festus has Paul brought:

B.  Before King Agrippa (26:1-8)

Acts 26:1-8 (ESV)  1 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for

yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense:  2 “I consider

myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my

defense today against all the accusations of the Jews,  3 especially because you are

familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you

to listen to me patiently.  4 “My manner of life from my youth, spent from the

beginning among my own nation and in Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews.  5

They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that according to

the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee.  6 And now I stand here

on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers,  7 to which

our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for

this hope I am accused by Jews, O king!  8 Why is it thought incredible by any of

you that God raises the dead?

It is the hope of Festus, of course, that King Agrippa can find good reason for

Paul’s extradition.

A little history on the Herods ...

This King Agrippa was Marcus Julius Agrippa II.  He was the last of the Herods.

Herod the Great, you may remember, killed the babies in Bethlehem trying to

exterminate Jesus.  His son, Herod Antipas, had had John the Baptist beheaded.

The Apostle James was beheaded by the grandson, Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12).

And now Paul stood before the great-grandson, Agrippa and his wife, Bernice.



Bernice was the sister of Drusilla who had been the wife of Felix, the previous

governor.  Bernice was the sister of her husband.  Yes, that’s what I said.  This

was a scandal even in Rome.  It is before this morally bankrupt couple that Paul is

questioned.  Today, the Church is also on trial, before an equally morally and

ethically bankrupt society.

What a contrasting scene!  We have a king and queen in all their royal robes and

finery and their entourage and then Paul in the middle of the court standing before

them.  According to tradition Paul was a small man, not much to look at, balding,

with heavy eyebrows, hooked nose and bandy legs, yet full of grace (Stott, p.369).

He may have been wearing a simple prisoner’s tunic, and in handcuffs. “He

nevertheless dominated the court with his quiet, Christlike dignity and confidence.”

What an opportunity though, here is a chance for faith to be established.

Both Festus and Agrippa seem to be willing to listen to the account of:

II.  Paul’s Conversion

This is the third account of the same conversion that Luke gives us.  God works

through events and through people to prepare hearts to be changed and souls

saved.  Regarding Paul’s conversion, let’s look at:

A.  What preceded this?  (26:9-11)

Paul told Agrippa how glad he was to have someone who understood - hearing his

defense (v.2).  Paul tells his life story.  He goes all the way back to when he was a

child (v.4) and tries to demonstrate how he acted and did what he thought was

right, up until Jesus met him on the way to Damascus.

He had been: a Pharisee (strict sect, v.5), he believed in the Messiah, and the

resurrection of the dead.  Here Paul poses an important question in order to make

his point:

“Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?”

Paul then relates to Agrippa and Festus how he had been actively trying to kill

Christians until something dramatic changed his mind.



Acts 26:9-11 (ESV)  9 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in

opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  10 And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only

locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief

priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them.  11 And I

punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and

in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

So then he tells them:

B.  What happened? - (26:12-15)

Acts 26:12-15 (ESV)  12 “In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the

authority and commission of the chief priests.  13 At midday, O king, I saw on the

way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those

who journeyed with me.  14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a

voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting

me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’  15 And I said, ‘Who are you,

Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.

Of course, not every conversion is like Paul’s nor does it need to be.  Many of us

are won to Christ over the years by the testimony of godly parents and a good

church.  Others have the quiet testimony of a good spouse or friend.  There is

something to be said about consistency and perseverance.

Not everyone who comes to Christ is the town drunk or a murderer. Sometimes it

is good people who are just uninformed (no one ever told them) or misinformed

(they were taught wrongly by people they had trusted).

Paul thought he was doing everything right, but God provided a light, an experience

that humbled him, and the voice of God to turn him in the right direction.

For others, crisis comes and people respond to God’s love and loving Christians.

But it always requires God’s voice.  I don’t mean audibly, but God’s word will

speak if you listen.  And God’s Holy Spirit is always involved in drawing a person

to Jesus.  If people could only understand:  “Jesus has solved the problem of

death.”

With every conversion there is a commission.  Let’s look at:

III.  Paul’s Commission



Just like the types of people who come to be Christians, so are there different

responsibilities in the church.  Not everyone can be a Billy Graham or a Mother

Teresa.  God calls us according to his purpose and our giftedness He gave us.  He

asks us to be good stewards of what we have been given.  God never asks us to do

things where we will fail.  Paul was well prepared so:

A.  God wanted Paul to give the gospel to the Gentiles (26:16-19).

Acts 26:16-19 (ESV)  16 But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to

you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which

you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you,  17 delivering you from

your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you  18 to open their

eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are

sanctified by faith in me.’  19 “Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to

the heavenly vision,

“Christ’s commission of Paul (Saul) took the form of three verbs, all in the first

person singular of direct speech, although respectively in the past, future and

present tenses:” - (Stott, p. 373).

1. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness.

2. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles.

3. I am sending you to open their eyes.

All of this is done as the Scripture says to help:

turn them from darkness to light

so that they may receive forgiveness

which provides for them:

“a place among those who are sanctified by faith in God.”

Even the great Apostle could not save people, he could only:

B.  Encourage repentance and good deeds (26:20).

Acts 26:20 (ESV)  20 but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem

and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should

repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.



When a person truly repents, there will be a change in his/her life.  If there is no

change, there is reason to believe there has been no real repentance.  If there is no

repentance, a person cannot be saved.

Good deeds, good works are the natural result of a person who has repented and

come into a saving relationship with our Lord.

We cannot save anyone, but we can provide a good example over time that will

lead them to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Acts 26:28 (ESV)  28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade

me to be a Christian?”

Lori Qualls - newspaper story see attached.

Conclusion: Just like Paul and others, we must also go where God wants us.

He wants us to go where there are open hearts and eager ears.

At the end of every life God will call us to account.  Hopefully, we will have been

good stewards and we will hear “Well done, good and faithful servant” - Matthew

25:21, 23).

Here’s another ruler ...

Illus. Use ruler to show urgency of using time wisely.

I like what the “life-expectancy calculator” said (89 yrs. old, 45% chance I’ll live

to 90 - better than 76 which is the average for a man in the U.S.).  But if you don’t

know Jesus you’re as good as dead now - unless you repent and accept Him as

your Lord and Savior.

(Challenge people to make a difference while we still have time.)


