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John 1:19-34 ESV  19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  20 He confessed, and did

not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”  21 And they asked him, “What

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he

answered, “No.”  22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  23 He said, “I am

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight[a] the way of the

Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”  24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)

25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor

Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but

among you stands one you do not know,  27 even he who comes after me, the strap

of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”  28 These things took place in Bethany

across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  29 The next day he saw Jesus

coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin

of the world!  30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks

before me, because he was before me.’  31 I myself did not know him, but for this

purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  32 And

John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it

remained on him.  33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  34 And I have seen and have borne witness that

this is the Son[b] of God.”

Footnotes

[a]  John 1:23 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight

[b]  John 1:34 Some manuscripts the Chosen One

Introduction:  Who are you?  That can be almost synonymous with what’s

your name?  I asked that question a lot when I first came to Weston in an attempt

to get to know you.  But there is more to a person than their (family) name.

Years ago, I took a class in counseling that asked that same question.  “Who are

you?”  It required a family tree with ages, relationships, etc.  This family tree

would tell the trained counselor or psychologist many things about the person

who filled it out.



In an attempt to somehow look behind the question: “Who are you?”  that was

posed to John the Baptist in our text – we ask the question of ourselves.  Who am I?

I came up with three ways to respond to this question:  “Who are you?”

1.  family relationship (father, son, uncle, cousin, nephew, etc...)

2.  occupation/function (a minister, evangelist, small group leader, teacher,

     mentor)

3.  position in relationship to others  (Minister for Weston Church of Christ)

More than likely the Jewish religious delegation sent to John was already aware

that his father was a priest – which put him in line also to be a priest.  Do you

know that today less than 5% of minister’s sons become ministers, and those that

do certainly do it differently.

Illus.  Years ago my son went off to LCC and quickly became disenchanted with

the lifestyles of many of the Christians there, but maybe he hadn’t really been

called by God to be a minister.  Maybe he was just trying to do what he thought

would please ME!

It used to be, in years gone by, that sons DID follow their father’s occupation.  You

could even tell by a person’s name what he did for a living:

Smith – not a common name, but frequent

Baker Farmer

Carpenter Priest

Maybe you can think of others.

You may have noticed as we read our text this morning that the purpose stated for

the Jews of Jerusalem sending a delegation was to find out who John was.

Later, Jesus would be confused with John the Baptist.  Others thought Jesus also

might have been Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.  You might remember

Jesus’ conversation with Peter where He finally asked Peter:  Who do YOU say

that I am?  Matthew 16:16-17 ESV  16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ,

the Son of the living God.”  17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon

Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is

in heaven.



One way of defining who we are is through our

I.  Family Relationships

John was the son of Zecharias and Elizabeth, a relative (maybe a cousin) to Jesus.

John was the son of a priest.   You know how those preacher’s kids can be!  John

was more that likely an only son.

John really never identifies himself by name.  Part of his identification was really

a disclaimer, i.e., who he wasn’t.  He declared:

1.  I am not the Christ – (Messiah)

“Preacher worship,” as it is sometimes called, is a problem sometimes because of

the strong personalities involved and instead of drawing people to Jesus, ministers

can develop their own following (even unintentionally).  John’s purpose was to

introduce the Messiah and to draw attention away from himself.  Yet years later

there would still be people identifying themselves as John’s disciples rather than

Jesus,’  as we see in Acts 19.  Even today there are followers of John the Baptist,

maybe 70,000 world wide.  They are called Mandaeans.

Illus.  Jim Wright (a Midland realtor) said, “Gary, if you ever leave, I’ll leave.”

And the other side sometimes is:  “If the minister doesn’t leave, I am going to

leave!”  And, of course, both of these situations are not healthy or right spiritually.

John the Baptist also said:

2.  I am not Elijah

John’s style of preaching, the way he dressed, what he ate, even his message of

preparation had people believing that Elijah had come down from heaven to earth.

There was an odd and popular belief that when Elijah returned any disputes over

money or property or found things would be settled.

3.  I am not “the” prophet (e.g. Moses or others)

The main concern for the Jewish delegation was not just John’s name but the rite

or ordinance of baptism John was performing.  They wanted to know by what

authority John was baptizing, and quite frankly they were concerned that he was

attracting disciples AWAY from them.  The collections were going down.



You see, a weak or mediocre prophet would not be effective, but neither would he

have been a problem.  John had been making a dent in their circle of influence.

The Pharisees, protectors of orthodoxy, posed a legitimate question.  “If you are

baptizing (doing an act that ushers a person into a new spiritual life), then who are

you?”

John goes on not to tell them his name but his:

II.  Occupation, i.e. His Function
In verse 22,  John is asked again “Who are you?”

1. (v. 23)  I am a voice (voice of preparation).  Today, there is still a need for

voices in the wilderness to proclaim that Jesus is coming again, and that he is

among us even now (v. 26).  This voice is said to be “calling” in the NIV text, but

the ESV and KJV translations here do a better job of capturing the strong feeling

and passion involved, where it reads:  a voice is “crying”.

And yet, even today, “religious” people do not recognize Jesus.  Belief in God

must be found through Jesus Christ.  Belief just in God obviously is not enough;

otherwise, John’s ministry had no purpose.   It would have been redundant.  People

already believed in God.  BUT NOW, a person must know, i.e. have a saving

relationship with Jesus, to come to God in faith and be counted righteous.

2. (v. 26) John the Baptizer he is called (Baptist – not a denominational

identification).  The reason for John’s baptism was to reveal and prepare people

for the Messiah.  John said he was baptizing with water;  but Jesus would baptize

with the Holy Spirit.

3. (vv. 33-34) John was an eyewitness/living testimony directed by God himself.

There is such a need today to have people who are truly led by God who will

speak for God, teach people about God, baptize them into Jesus and  teach them

through a  discipling process which encourages them to also witness to the world

that Jesus is The Son of God.

“Who are you?” is a legitimate question for everyone for all times.

Another way the question could be posed is “Whose are you?”  When this last

question is asked, the possible answers are reduced to two.  Jesus would say you

can’t serve two masters and you are either for me or against me.  It is about love

and hate.



The last way we will discuss – to understand who we are? is the concept of:

III.  Relationship

The untieing of sandals (in Jesus’ time) was the duty of a slave – and a disciple

was exempt from this menial task, but John’s attitude was different (v. 27).  He

understood his place.  No arrogance or self-importance here!

In the face of the reality of an all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-present God there

ought not to be a task too large or too small for the Kingdom that we wouldn’t be

willing to do.

Everything done for God is important.

From this first chapter of John’s Gospel we know:

1. Jesus is the Pre-existent Word, the Creator of everything!

    He was before John in time & eternity

2. Jesus is the Chosen One:  The Lamb of God.  He is a:

a. Symbol of sacrifice

b. Symbol of suffering

c. Symbol of servanthood

d. Symbol of victory (Revelation)

3. Jesus is the One upon whom the Spirit descends and rests (µενεινµενεινµενεινµενεινµενειν -

    abides, remains).

The idea of the Spirit resting or remaining on and in Jesus expresses the

permanency of the relationship between the Father and the Son,  but also between

Jesus and His Church.  The Spirit of God dwells in Christians.  The Apostle Paul,

speaking to the Church later would say:  Romans 8:9 ESV  9 You, however, are not

in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

God is near us – in us.



Raymond Brown, John, p. 66)  “The Spirit comes to rest on Jesus; and since

Jesus permanently possesses the Spirit, He dispenses His Spirit to others in

Baptism.”

Jesus is the bringer of salvation because it is he who takes away the sin of the

world,  The Lamb of God.

Our attitude should be like John’s.  John says,   “Why so much attention on me?”

Jesus is the one you need to know and recognize.

Ultimately/Eternally who we are must be defined by our relationship with God

through Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:  If what we do is not for Him, then we labor in vain, and what we

do has no real value.  If you are not a Christian you need to accept The Lamb of

God – Jesus as Savior and Lord, and as you are baptized, God will give you His

Holy Spirit.

Faith cannot be separated from works – so our relationship to God and His Son

depends, in part at least, on what we do.  We must be active participants in God’s

Kingdom.

Who Are You?

1. Are you a believer who has been baptized/immersed into Christ?  If you

    are, then let’s get to work!

2. Are you a believer who has never been immersed in water for the

    forgiveness of sin, then you can correct that TODAY!   You need to be

    obedient to God’s clear command.

3. If you are not a believer, let’s talk!  Allow us to share our faith with you.


