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Introduction:  Throughout history there have been givers and takers. The

ones who make a positive difference in the world are always givers.  Those who

take and take, but never give, eventually run out of friends, resources, and joy.

There is never enough to satisfy them.

The Apostle Paul tells of what are called “the last days” in II Timothy 3:1-5 and

describes what people will be like at this time.  The very first thing he mentioned

was “people will be lovers of self” (hedonism). While selfishness is something we

have all wrestled with, it has become a predominant attitude in our society today.

You see it in the workplace.  People only work for what they can get from an

employer instead of what they can contribute to their company, and companies

are no better generally, either.

You see it in courtrooms.  Lawsuits have become some people’s method of earning

a living.  (We have now created a surplus of lawyers to help us exploit our

selfishness. (reference Dow Corning dilemma - Dow had employed 10,000 atorneys)

You see it in families.  Parents are so busy trying to maintain a certain lifestyle

that they have no time to invest in their children or anyone else for that matter.

You see it sometimes even in churches.  People fight over how and where money

will be spent and withholding it when the church doesn’t see it their way.

Peter asks a probing question, striking at the heart of selfishness and challenging

the manner in which we exercise our stewardship.  II Peter 3:11 (ESV)  11 Since all

these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of

holiness and godliness,”    I challenge you today to make stewardship and giving

not an act that you perform, but a lifestyle that you live.

Acts 20:33-35 (ESV)  33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.  34 You

yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who

were with me.  35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way

we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself

said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”



“Living to Give” - Let’s look at:

I.  What It Means

Notice the first thing Paul said, “I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.”

Paul refused to allow the selfish attitude of covetousness to enter his heart.  He

knew that stewardship is heart work, that it requires keeping our hearts free of

selfish attitudes that hinder us from living a godly lifestyle of giving.

Covetousness is a strong desire for what someone else owns.  A person who

covets someone else’s possessions would take those possessions from him, given

the chance.  When you analyze coveting for what it really is, you find it is a

declaration that God is not big enough to bless two people at once.  What a small

view of God!

Covetousness also reveals an overvalued opinion of oneself in that it shows that

we believe we are more deserving of something than anyone else.  Paul knew that

God is no respecter of persons.  His blessings are for all who will obey Him.

Paul also knew that one avenue to the blessing of God and to this lifestyle of

giving was through work.  He said he worked with his hands to provide for his

own needs, but fewer realize that one of the motivating factors behind one’s work

should be to make enough money to help others.  This again reveals the need for

stewardship so you don’t focus on your needs alone.  Anytime an individual or a

church focuses solely and completely on their own needs, they begin to become

ingrown and introverted and die.  The flow of life begins to cease, selfishness

begins to rule, and people no longer want to be around you.

Luke then reminds us in Acts of something Jesus said: “It is more blessed to give

than to receive.”  Notice how this is worded. There’s nothing wrong with receiving.

In fact, the clear implication is that you are blessed when you give.  It’s interesting

to note that this statement is not recorded in any of the four gospels.  You cannot

find a place where Jesus actually said those words.  That doesn’t mean He didn’t

say them.  It just means that the gospel writers didn’t record the statement.

What you do find in the four gospels is Jesus demonstrating that statement from

the beginning to the end of His earthly life.  Jesus lived a lifestyle of giving.

And He should be our model in everything.



Concerning His purpose in life, Jesus said,  Mark 10:45 (ESV)  45 For even the Son

of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for

many.”

That lifestyle was an extension and a fulfillment of God’s vision for the earth.

When God wanted to change our lives, He didn’t look down from heaven and say,

“My, my! What a mess those people are in!  They’re hopeless!  I can’t do a thing in

the world for them.”  If God had had that attitude, friends, we would not have had

a chance to understand a God of love!  But God changed our future and rewrote

our past because of His vision of giving.

“Living to Give” - Let’s look at:

II.  What Giving Can Accomplish

“For God so loved the world that He gave…” Giving changed our lives and outlook.

Jesus’ life was born out of God’s vision to give.  Jesus’ life exemplified the Father’s

heart of giving.  Jesus gave away love.  He gave away forgiveness.  He gave away

healing. He gave away mercy.  He gave away His ministry.  He gave away His life.

Jesus lived to give, setting a new lifestyle before us.

The world’s way of doing things is to “look out for number one, hang on to what

you’ve got, and don’t let anybody take it from you.”   Proverbs says it this way:

Proverbs 21:26 (ESV)  26 “All day long he craves and craves, but the righteous

gives and does not hold back.”  It is a contrast that should not be missed.

Living to give causes you to shine like a bright light in a dark world.  The world

many times will tell you that you are a fool, that you’ll be taken advantage of.

Religion may seem to say you have gone too far in the practice of your faith.  But

God will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” You know, I’d rather have

the commendation of God than all the accolades of the world and religion put

together, wouldn’t you?

Illus.   At the Milan Cathedral there are three inscriptions over the respective

doorways.  Over the right-hand door there is the motto: “All that pleases is but for

a moment.”  Over the left-hand door the words are: “All that troubles is but for a

moment.”  But over the center door there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important

save that which is eternal.”



When the Lord and eternal things are not given first place in our financial affairs,

then money becomes our god and we become its servant.  Money becomes an

object of worship,  BUT money makes a lousy god.  Money will promise to give

you everything.  But in reality, considering what’s taken in time, energy, and

relationships, the “return on investment” is very poor.

Jesus’ life is a testimony to the provision of God.  People ministered to Jesus out

of their substance, angels ministered to Him, and He never did without.  Those

things were not as noticeable as His giving;  nevertheless, they are there as proof

that you are blessed when you receive but even more blessed when you give.

Living to give and knowing

III.  What the Conditions Are for Giving?
Can you begin to see yourself living a lifestyle of giving?  Think of how it would

change your workplace, your family, your church.  Think of the lives you would

touch.  Think of that negative person at work who never has anything good to say.

How could your giving change his/her life?  What about your friends, your spouse,

or your children?  What would your giving do to their attitudes and actions? And what

about your church? What would happen if we all came to give and not just to receive?

Illus.  There is a legend about an ancient village in Spain that learned that the

king was going to pay them a visit.  We must throw a big celebration the villagers

all agreed.  But it was a poor village, and there weren’t many resources.

Someone came up with a classic idea, let everyone in the village bring a large cup

of your choice wine to the town square, we’ll pour it into a large vat, and offer it to

the king for his pleasure!  When the King draws wine to drink, it will be the very

best he’s ever tasted.

The day before the king’s arrival, hundreds of people lined up to make their

“offering” to the honored guest.  They climbed a small stairway, and emptied

their containers of wine into a small opening at the top.

Finally, the vat was full!  The king arrived, was escorted to the square, given a

silver cup and was told to draw some wine which represented the best the villagers

had.  He placed the cup under the spigot, turned the handle and then drank the

wine, but it was nothing more than water!  You see every villager reasoned, “I’ll

withhold my best wine and substitute water, what with so many cups of wine in the

vat, the king will never know the difference!”



An understanding for the right way of living will empower you to do what you

couldn’t ordinarily do.  People sometimes think that everything has to be going

their way before they can adopt this way of living, but that’s not true.  Start where

you are with what you have.

In II Corinthians 8:1-4, Paul tells us that the Macedonian churches were in “extreme

poverty.”  Their churches didn’t have much of anything, but I’ll tell you one thing

they had an abundance of:  a vision to give.

Paul was taking up an offering for the saints at Jerusalem who had come upon

hard times.  The Macedonian churches refused to be left out.  Paul said they gave

beyond their ability.  How could they do that?  They loved God and His vision for

his church.

Verse 4 says that they were begging us earnestly that Paul would receive their

offering for the Jerusalem saints.   Other translations say they “begged for the

favor” and “pleaded for the privilege.”  What an attitude!  These people may have

been in worse circumstances than the believers in Jerusalem, but they weren’t

going to let this opportunity pass without doing something to help.

Remember when Jesus’ disciples came to Him and asked Him to increase their

faith?  They saw themselves as not having enough faith.  Did Jesus answer their

request?  No. Instead, He told them to use the faith they had, however small it

was.  By giving away their faith, their faith would be increased, not decreased.

Paul went on in II Corinthians 9 and used the attitude and offering of the

Macedonian churches to challenge the Corinthian churches to fulfill what they

said they would do in the offering for the Jerusalem church.  You see, living to give

challenges others.  It causes them to use their faith and depend on God for the

things they need.

Conclusion:  Two men crashed in their private plane on a South Pacific island.

Both survived.

One of the men brushed himself off and then proceeded to run all over the island

to see if they had any chance of survival.  When he returned, he rushed up to the

other man and screamed, “This island is uninhabited, there is no food, there is no

water.  We are going to die!”



The other man leaned back against the fuselage of the wrecked plane, folded his

arms and responded, “No, we’re not.  I make over $100,000 a week.

The first man grabbed his friend and shook him.  “Listen, we are on an uninhabited

island. There is no food, no water.  We are going to die!

The other man, unruffled, again responded. “No, I make over $100,000 a week.”

Mystified, the first man, taken aback with such an answer again repeated, “For

the last time, I’m telling you we ARE doomed.  There is NO one else on this island.

There is NO food. There is NO water. We are, I repeat, WE ARE going to die.”

Still unfazed, the second man looked the first man dead in the eyes AND SAID:

“Don’t make me say this again.  I make over $100,000 per week.  I give ten

percent to the church.  My pastor WILL find us!”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his book “Cost of Discipleship,” reminds us that “Cheap

grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without

church discipline, communion without confession...Cheap grace is grace without

discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and

incarnate.  Grace without giving.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly

go and sell all that he has.  It is the pearl of great price to buy for which the

merchant will sell all his goods.  It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a

man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus

Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.

Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which

must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us

to follow Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace

because it gives a man the only true life.  It is costly because it condemns sin, and

grace because it justifies the sinner.  Above all, it is costly because it cost God the

life of his Son: ... and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.  Above all,

it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life,

but delivered him up for us.  Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.”



My friends, stewardship of our time, talent and treasure is not something to be

considered only once a year in some campaign or revival.  Stewardship is heart

work.  It’s a challenge to let go of selfishness and live to give every day of your life

– in your home, at your job, and in your church.  Pray about it.  Meditate on it.

Accept the challenge.  Live to give.  It will revolutionize your life!


