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Proverbs 4 ESV

A Father's Wise Instruction

1 Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain[a] insight,  2

for I give you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching.  3 When I was a son with my

father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother,  4 he taught me and said to me,

“Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, and live.  5 Get wisdom;

get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.  6 Do

not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you.  7 The

beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight.   8 Prize

her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her.   9 She will

place on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”  10

Hear, my son, and accept my words, that the years of your life may be many.   11 I have

taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness.  12 When you

walk, your step will not be hampered, and if you run, you will not stumble.  13  Keep

hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life.  14 Do not enter the

path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of the evil.  15 Avoid it; do not go on it;

turn away from it and pass on.  16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;

they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.  17 For they eat the

bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence.  18 But the path of the righteous

is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day.  19 The way

of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they stumble.   20 My

son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  21 Let them not escape

from your sight; keep them within your heart.  22 For they are life to those who find

them, and healing to all their[b] flesh.  23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from

it flow the springs of life.  24 Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk

far from you.  25 Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before

you.  26 Ponder[c] the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.  27 Do not

swerve to the right or to the left: turn your foot away from evil.

Footnotes:

[a]  Proverbs 4:1 Hebrew know

[b]  Proverbs 4:22 Hebrew his

[c]  Proverbs 4:26 Or Make level



Ephesians 6:1-4 ESV Children and Parents

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 “Honor your father and

mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise),  3 “that it may go well with

you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children

to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Introduction:  (Craddock Stories, pp.156-57)  Nettie and I had returned from

Oklahoma to one of our favorite vacation spots, The Great Smoky Mountains.  We

were at dinner in a restaurant out from Gatlinburg near the small community of

Cosby.  We were in a rather new restaurant called the Black Bear Inn.  It was very

attractive and had an excellent view of the mountains.

Early in the meal an elderly man approached our table and said,

“Good evening.”  I said, “Good evening.”

He said, Are you on vacation?”

I said, “Yes,” but under my breath I was saying.  It’s really none of your business.

“Where are you from?” he asked.

“We’re from Oklahoma.”

“What do you do in Oklahoma?”

Under my breath but almost audible, I was saying, Leave us alone.  We’re on

vacation, and we don’t know who you are.  I said, “I am a Christian minister.”

He said, “What church?”

I said, The Christian Church.”

He paused a moment and said, “I owe a great deal to a minister of the Christian

church,” and he pulled out a chair and sat down.

I said, “Yes, have a seat.”  I tried to make it seem like I sincerely meant it, but

I didn’t, Who is this person?

He said, “I grew up in these mountains.  My mother was not married, and the

whole community knew it.  I was what was called an illegitimate child.  In those days

that was a shame, and I was ashamed.  The reproach that fell on her, of course, fell

also on me.  When I went into town with her, I could see people staring at me, making

guesses as to who was my father.  At school the children said ugly things to me, and

so I stayed to myself during recess, and I ate my lunch alone.



“In my early teens I began to attend a little church back in the mountains

called Laurel Springs Christian Church.  It had a minister who was both attractive

and frightening.  He had a chiseled face and a heavy beard and a deep voice.  I went

to hear him preach.  I don’t know exactly why, but it did something for me.  However,

I was afraid that I was not welcome since I was, as they put it, a bastard.  So I would

go just in time for the sermon, and when it was over I would move out because I was

afraid that someone would say, ‘What’s a boy like you doing in church?’”

“One Sunday some people queued up in the aisle before I could get out, and I was

stopped.  Before I could make my way through the group, I felt a hand on my shoulder,

a heavy hand.  It was that minister.  I cut my eyes around and caught a glimpse of his

beard and his chin, and I knew who it was.  I trembled in fear.  He turned his face

around so he could see mine and seemed to be staring for a little while.  I knew what

he was doing.  He was going to make a guess as to who my father was.  A moment

later he said, ‘Well, boy, you’re a child of...” and he paused there.  And I knew it was

coming.  I knew I would have my feelings hurt.  I knew I would not go back again.

He said, ‘Boy, you’re a child of God.  I see a striking resemblance, boy.’  Then he

swatted me on the bottom and said, ‘Now, you go claim your inheritance.’  I left the

building a different person.  In fact, that was really the beginning of my life.”

I was so moved by the story I had to ask him, “What’s your name?”

He said, “Ben Hooper.”

I recalled, though vaguely, my own father talking when I was just a child about

how the people of Tennessee had twice elected as governor a bastard, Ben Hooper.

Once your spiritual parentage is determined and you recognize who your father is,

the rest of your life becomes more focused and easier.

In a time when morality is considered old-fashioned and when commitment is thought

of in the short-term, it is difficult to find the perfect father.  Thanks be to God He is

our model and standard.  His word both instructs and encourages us to be like Him.

Jesus says, Matthew 5:48 ESV  You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly

Father is perfect.

He shows us how to be like Him.  A godly father will provide:

I.  A Story (verbal)



As early as the book of Deuteronomy it is clear that verbal testimony is very important.

What is commonly called the Shema is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  The word

Shema literally means “Hear!”  or better yet “Listen!”  Listen to what pious Jews

would recite from memory twice daily:  Deuteronomy 6:4-9  ESV  4 “Hear, O Israel:

The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your

heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  6 And these words that I command

you today shall be on your heart.  7 You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and

when you lie down, and when you rise.  8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand,

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  9 You shall write them on the

doorposts of your house and on your gates.

It was expected of a father to tell his children about God.  Deuteronomy 32:7 ESV

(The Song of Moses) says:  7 Remember the days of old; consider the years of many

generations; ask your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you.

If you do not have a story to pass on to your children because your father was not a

believer START A TRADITION with your children and grandchildren!

Europe and England used to be on fire for God.  Revival in the 19th century as a

result of John Wesley and others is only one example.  BUT NOW in countries such

as France, where evangelical Christians number around 1% in a country of 70 million

people, the mission field is great.

From an issue of Focus on the Family (July 1994 ) here is a quote from an eight-year

old:  “My mother does not believe in God, my grandparents do not believe in God.

You tell me there is a God, but why should I believe you?”

Family devotions should be done at an early age before schedules become too hectic.

I am here to tell you, if you personally don’t have time for stories about God, you are

too busy.

Some traditions have the sharing of testimonies as a part of their church services.

That can be a good exercise in the home, too.

A godly father will provide not only a verbal witness, but:

II.  An Example (Lifestyle)



O.T. examples are numerous.

In Genesis 6 it talks of a world that was corrupt and full of violence, but in contrast

to that stood Noah and his family.

Most of you can certainly remember about O.J. Simpson being charged with the

brutal death of his ex-wife and her companion.  I was in a coffee shop after it happened

and I still remember someone said:  “He had everything: fame, wealth…!  I thought

to myself:  “Is that everything?”

Noah is spoke about in Genesis 6:9 ESV as a righteous man

And in Genesis 6:22 ESV Noah is said to have done all that God commanded him.

Noah is listed in Genesis 6 as blameless among the people (this is also an elder’s

qualification- I Timothy 3:7a ESV)  “He must be well thought of by outsiders…..”

Noah was someone who walked with God.

Sometimes having a godly father may be what saves your life.  When God destroyed

the earth by flood, it was only Noah and his wife and his three sons and their wives

(eight in all) that survived the flood.  Noah’s witness to his family must have made a

tremendous impact considering that everyone else was destroyed because they were

evil.

Another example worth looking at is Abraham.

He is lifted up in Scripture as a model of faith.

Genesis 15:6 ESV   And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

What did Abraham do that was so great?

He trusted in wherever God wanted to send him.

He was willing to believe the impossible – that Sarah and he could have a child in

their old age.  He even believed that God would supply another sacrifice in place of

his only son Isaac.

Faith in the O.T. was viewed as a generational responsibility. Genesis 32:9 ESV

begins  9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac,

Here we see three generations who followed God.  But care needs to be taken

BECAUSE faith can also be lost in one generation as well.



The characteristic of a godly father that strikes me the most is COMPASSION.

Psalm 103:13 ESV  13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord

shows compassion to those who fear him.

This is not the fear of a slave, but fear and respect for a righteous father who will be fair.

Probably nowhere in the New Testament is compassion portrayed better than in

Luke 15 in the story of The Prodigal Son.  (TELL IT!)

Sometimes compassion may come from a similar life experience.  Many times we as

parents would like to spare our children of the pain from mistakes we made at their age.

The true test of parenting is not the method, but the results of your children’s lives.

And even with the best of effort there is not always a guarantee of a positive result.

Throughout the biblical record there are conflicting results.

A godly father will at least provide:

III.  An Opportunity for Personal Faith

Just as the fathers of old put their faith in God – as fathers we need to model trust in

our children.  Let them try their spiritual wings (even if they make mistakes)!

Jesus could have chosen to stay and stay - even after the resurrection, but he needed

to leave to produce healthy children; he needed to leave so He could send a Comforter

(the Holy Spirit) like He had promised.

Unfortunately, too many times today, we lack good models.

ILLUS.  Kankakee survey.  I’m Roman Catholic.  My family has always been.  If it is

good enough for them, it’s good enough for me.  (Blind faith is NO FAITH)

Conclusion:  In John 5:19 ESV 19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,

the Son can do nothing (of value) of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father

doing.

There may have been times when some of us either had poor parents or no parents at

all, but the Psalmist tells us Psalm 27:10 ESV  10 For my father and my mother have

forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in.   And again he speaks in Psalm 68:5-6a

ESV  5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.

6a God settles the solitary in a home;



That’s one of the purposes of the Church.  He wants us to be a part of His family.  You

can have the best father in the world and that won’t save you.  Luke 3:8-9 ESV  8

Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We

have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up

children for Abraham.  9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 Traits of Effective Dads:
by JT Waresak

1. They keep their lives de-compartmentalized. They are the same man, husband and father

regardless of where and when. This directly connects to the character of these men. None are

perfect, but I would trust everyone of them with my kids.

2. They realize that their manhood and fatherhood are directly tied to their relationship

with God. This means time in God’s Word, time in prayer and time with God’s people are

essential parts of their lives.

3. If married, they uphold their wives as their number one friend and co-worker in

life. They realize that loving their wives is one of the greatest things they could ever give

their kids, and they protect their marriage like it’s their life.

4. They practice the discipline of meekness. They exemplify the combination of humility

and strength. Men need to be strong for their families not at their families. These great dads

get this idea well. In these homes, yelling and abuse of any kind is never tolerated.

5. They’ve tied their hearts to the hearts of their children. There is a very special God-

given bond that they cherish and cultivate on a daily basis. This means they are always looking

to create heart-moments with their kids, especially when it comes to sharing God’s love and

truth with them.

6. They honor their child’s gender and unique giftedness. They raise their sons to be

men and their daughters to become women. There is a difference and a good father knows

how to engage both his sons and daughters. When most dads pull back during the adolescent

years, these astute men mentor and engage at an even deeper level.



7. They are great listeners and make themselves available for those “by the way” teaching

moments and conversations with their children (Deut. 6:5-7). This is one of those areas of life

that needs to be constantly on my radar. As I've found out multiple times, these "heart-string"

moments with my kids often just happen. Not to say we can't plan and be intentional with "one

on one" time with our children. However, it never fails that our children want to be engaged

at times when we were planning on doing something else, i.e. a needed house project or just

needing to go to bed. I'll say this, dads that are nailing it in this area have never regretted the

time they've taken to listen to the hearts of their kids. As a matter of fact, this is likely one of

the biggest reasons they connect so well with their kids. These dads have invested the time to

truly get to know the hearts and souls of their children.

8. They make their children feel special and believe in them. I thought this quote by the

late Jim Valvano is very fitting: “My father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give another

person, he believed in me.” Great dads believe in their kids and their kids know how special

they are.

9. Mercy and grace are a part of their households. As sinners, these men know that we

will always be dealing with offenses and trip-ups. This makes mercy and grace two of their

strongest relationship allies. A saying we often come back to is, “forgiven and forgiving.” In

this regards, they take the lead in admitting when they are wrong and asking for forgiveness.

10. They take care of the fundamentals or basics (the list above:). If something seems

out of place with your life and your family, there usually are some fundamentals in your life

that are not getting done. That's why prayerful evaluation is a life-trait of successful dads. It's

hard to re-calibrate your life if it is constantly in the hectic mode.

Many of us could likely keep this list going into the hundreds. Yet, if we take care of these

basics, we will become better dads. That reminds me of one last “Great Dad Trait.” They get

things done on a regular basis. They’re not ones to put off something that needs to get done.

Procrastination is not in their life dictionary and execution is their middle name.

Our challenge and goal as fathers should be this simple: To be the best dads we can be for our

kids, understanding that we are all “God’s work in progress" and the results are ultimately

His. Just like in sharing our faith, as dads, we "plant and water." God grows them (I Cor. 3:6).

As I submit my life and fatherhood role to God, my prayer is that He does His good work in

and through me. Praise God for that.

“being confident of this, that He who begun a good work in you will carry it on to completion

until the day of Christ Jesus.”  - Philippians 1:6


