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Introduction:  From the perspective of both the Gentile and the Jew - when

you remove the structure and tradition of the Law, it seemed to some misguided

church members that all restraint and morality could be cast off.  It must have

seemed that Paul was giving permission to do whatever they wanted, desired, or

felt like doing.  This kind of thinking is insidious in our culture and media floods

our lives telling us we should have the best of everything for ourselves - even at the

expense of others.  That is why wealth, power and sex are such attractive traps for

the Devil to use.

Let me give you a few examples that may seem harmless from Dove Chocolate

“promise  messages.”  I know this may seem silly, but indulge me!

Let chocolate warm your soul.  Your soul?

Compromise is a sign of strength, not weakness.  Certainly not on important issues!

Shopping makes everything better (retail therapy).  No it doesn’t.

Always follow your heart - it’s never wrong.  It depends who has your heart.

Forget the rules and play by your heart.  Love without rules.

Indulge your every whim.

The Bible says:  Jeremiah 17:9 ESV  9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and

desperately sick; who can understand it?

And the one I like the best, even though I think everyone might hear the intent

differently:  “Think of every day as a Sunday.”  Every day should be considered as

the Lord’s Day.                  -Mehshell’s listography

As good as chocolate can be, chocolate is not the answer to all life’s problems -

Jesus is!  You can eat too much chocolate, but can you get too much Jesus?

Illus.  Dove candy bars have come up with these chocolates that are individually

wrapped that provide nearly 100 different messages for today’s culture. “Temptation

is fun…giving in is even better.” How often are people misled by this promise?

Romans 6:15 ESV Slaves to Righteousness

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no

means!



Sin is never a way to try and endear yourself to God.  God hates sin!  He wants a

better life for you.  What Adam ruined in the garden, Jesus provided for us a

remedy on the cross.  Sin will never serve you well.  Sin kills and destroys

relationships and our relationship with God through Jesus Christ is the first to suffer.

It is true for everyone.

I.  There Are Options to Consider.

Romans 6:16 ESV  16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads

to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

Behind this verse is certainly the practice where men would actually apply to be

taken as a slave in order to make a living and quite frankly not starve.  When

people are desperate and don’t feel anyone cares, they will do almost anything to

make that feeling go away.

Sin sometimes looks like a bargain; but it is a deal that comes at a high price, and

in the end will not give the worker what he wants.  C.K. Barrett, The Epistle to the

Romans, p. 125 says:  Paul assumes that men will be slaves, and obedient, to a good

master or a bad.  Independence is impossible.  ‘The man who imagines he is free,

because he acknowledges no god but his own ego, is deluded; for the service of

one’s own ego is the very essence of the slavery of sin’ (Cranfield, p. 323).”

Paul is pleased with the initial decision by the Church - for the right Master has

already been chosen.  Paul, like any good shepherd for the church is concerned

that grace could be misunderstood, taken for granted, and even abused.  So it is,

that he goes about teaching the church how to value their recent Master.  Throughout

the Bible wisdom, love and obedience are looked at as synonyms.  Galatians 6:7-9

ESV  7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he

also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption,

but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 And let us

not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.

When we do accept Jesus and his demands for our lives even though there are

responsibilities in obedience and righteous living, that is our response out of

gratitude for Someone loving us.  Timothy Keller posted this on Facebook this last

week:  Religion:  I obey therefore I am accepted.  Gospel:  I’m accepted therefore

I obey.



Which path are you going to follow:  the one that leads to death, or the one that

leads to righteousness and life.

Gotta Serve Somebody

Song by Bob Dylan (one of Bob Lowery’s favorite song writers)

Lyrics

You may be an ambassador to England or France

You may like to gamble, you might like to dance

You may be the heavyweight champion of the world

You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes

Indeed you're gonna have to serve somebody

Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord

But you're gonna have to serve somebody

So here is what Paul says are the obedience options:  You can obey the one who is

invested in sin and death, i.e., Satan, or you can obey God and that leads to

righteousness, i.e., a right standing with your Master which will yield life.

II.  There Is a Choice to Be Made.

Romans 6:17-19 ESV  17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin

have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you

were committed,  18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of

righteousness.  19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness

leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness

leading to sanctification.

You are free to make only one decision.  One must make a choice of masters.  We

are not free to make both choices that are discussed here.  Hopefully, for you, there

has been a progression from darkness to light.

“The demand for absolute liberty brings men to the depths of slavery.”  Dietrich

Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship



“Sin is believing the lie that you are self-created, self-dependent, and self-sustained.”

- Augustine

God is who we need.  And His word is important to our making the right decision.

If you remember earlier in the sixth chapter there was a discussion about the

importance of baptism, and that being a choice one makes to be made one with

Christ.  In the early years of the Church there were no infant baptisms.  Baptism

only took place after instruction.  Choosing Jesus as Savior and Teacher was a

cognitive decision.  It was not an irrational “leap of faith” where a person launches

oneself out into the dark hoping “Someone” will be there to save him.

The text from last week talked about baptism, and our text today shows us that a

correct standard or form of teaching is critical.  Orthodoxy is important to our

relationships as slaves of God.  There are too many misleading teachers out there

who try to justify immoral behavior using the Bible.  II Timothy 4:3 ESV  3 For the

time is coming when people will not endure sound (healthy) teaching, but having

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,

This is a Choice or decision we all must make where we present ourselves.  No one

can do it for us.  And it is a matter of “counting the cost.”  Giving ourselves to God

and making a clear choice as to our Master, does not allow us to partition our lives

into secular or profane and sacred, or make allowances for sinful behavior because

we have a gracious God.

There can be no place for half-heartedness or simply only thinking about oneself.

A faithful and focused life for Jesus will lead a person to sanctification (v. 19 -

holiness, KJV, NIV).   This holiness, we all need to strive for, is a process and an

ongoing- effort for every Christian.  No one has “arrived” at perfection.  Colossians

3:23 ESV  23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,

The Greek word (hagiasmos) that is translated here in the ESV as “sanctification”

has an ending that indicates clearly the word is about progress as well as direction.

When a person gives his life to Jesus, he is not then perfect in the technical sense,

but he is on the right road and going in the correct direction.

Barclay, p. 93 -

“leaving every day behind

Something which might hinder;

Running swifter every day;

Growing purer, kinder.”



We are a work in progress if we have decided to follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ.  Hebrews 10:14 ESV  14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time

those who are being sanctified.

III.  The End Will Reveal How Wise You Were.

Romans 6:20-22 ESV  20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to

righteousness.  21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of

which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  22 But now that

you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get

leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

There are two kinds of crops you can plant:

shameful (sinful) acts that will yield death, OR follow God’s directions which lead

to holy living and eventually eternal life with God!

FRUIT is the result of our relationship with God and the Holy Spirit, or it is born

of sinful flesh or the sinful nature - unregenerate humanity whose Prince and Master

is Satan.  Listen to the contrast between flesh and Spirit

Galatians 5:19-25 ESV   19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,

impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,

rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  21 envy,[a] drunkenness, orgies, and things like

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do[b] such things will not

inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there

is no law.  24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its

passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the

Spirit.

Footnotes:  [a]  Galatians 5:21 Some manuscripts add murder

[b]  Galatians 5:21 Or make a practice of doing

Throughout the Bible, God is talked about it terms of a gardener or vinedresser

and acts responsibly toward his creation.  You might remember last week’s lesson:

Baptism is the starting point of our new life with Christ.  Christian baptism is the

means or method of bringing us into a union or oneness with Christ and His church.

In Romans 6:5, we are told that it is by means of baptism that “we have become

united (planted, KJV) with Him (Jesus) in a death like his.”



Romans 6:23 ESV  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

William Barclay - “Paul finishes this section with a great saying with a double

metaphor in it.  ‘Sin’s pay is death,’ ‘but God’s free gift is eternal life.’   If we die to

sin’s hold on us through the power of the Holy Spirit, then we will experience a

different kind of life, both here and now as well as later at the end (telos) of all

human history.  Here in this last verse of our text, Paul uses two military words.

For pay (wages) he uses the word opsonia.  Opsonia was the soldier’s pay, something

that he earned with the risk of his body and the sweat of his brow, something that

was due to him and could not be taken from him.

For “gift”  he uses the word charisma.  The charisma or, in Latin, the donativum,

was a totally free and unearned gift which the army sometimes received.  On special

occasions, for instance on his birthday, or on his accession to the throne, or the

anniversary of it, an emperor handed out a free gift of money to the army.  It had

not been earned; it was a present; a gift of the emperor’s kindness and grace.”

We have earned death, but God in His grace gives us eternal life, if we will only

agree to his terms of slavery.  With sin we get what is coming to us, what we deserve.

With Jesus, if we accept his leadership over our lives, we receive what we never

could earn or deserve - not because we are good, but because God is!

Conclusion:  Romans 6:15 ESV  15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not

under law but under grace? By no means!

Emil Brunner, The Letter to the Romans, p. 53, says it well:  “Freedom from the

Law does not mean freedom from God but freedom for God.”  We go from

threatened to knowing we are loved!

(Brunner, p. 54) “Freedom in general is an illusion, something impossible.  The

only choice before man(kind) is whom he wants to obey; never whether he wishes

to be obedient.”

(Brunner, p. 55) “To be free from sin is the only real freedom; freedom from sin,

however, is obedience towards God.  ‘Slaves of righteousness,’ most certainly!”   In

a time of spiritual unemployment, the question must be asked spiritually:  Who are

you going to work for?



Invitation:  We come to a time of decision in our service this morning.  You may

know, a lot of people when faced with an either/or decision refuse to commit, but

that is a trap and a false assumption, that not making a decision has no consequences.

But isn’t not making a decision, a decision in and of itself?

Don’t delay, today.  Decide for Jesus with your whole heart, follow Him and you

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to help you to a place in heaven.


