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Ephesians 3:14-21 (ESV)  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,  16 that according to the

riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his

Spirit in your inner being,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through

faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may have strength to

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and

depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may

be filled with all the fullness of God.  20 Now to him who is able to do far more

abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within

us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,

forever and ever. Amen.

Introduction:  What is power?  How would you describe it?  After reading our

text, one word jumps off the page as at least a main point.  That word is power.  I

think it’s clear that this power comes from God and resides in us through the Holy

Spirit.  The word used here, translated power, literally means authority.  (Explain

difference between authority and responsibility.)

In our text, it is literally the ability to do something.  It gives us a charged word in

our language:  dynamite.  The Church is the dynamite of God.  Paul, in his writings,

talks about a time when we were all powerless.  And that was exactly when he

says,  “Christ died for the ungodly.”

You need to undertand:  it is not that God is the only one with power.  Satan also

has designated power.  We see this power struggle played out in the book of

Revelation.  Paul also makes it crystal clear that we are in this struggle against

“the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians

6:12 ESV).

Yet, Satan has only the power allotted to him and is even limited to how much he

can use it and tempt us (Job).



Question 1:  How is the Church expected to accomplish its mission and task of

influencing society (salt, light)?

Answer:

1. Could it be through signs and wonders?

No, those can be copied and counterfeited, discounted or explained away.

1a. Could it be through spiritual gifts?

Not directly because spiritual gifts are mostly given for the Body.

2.  Can the Church accomplish its mission through the power of numbers?

Like the NACC (30 yrs. ago had 50K in Indy), megachurches, or para church groups

In politics there was a strategy.  It was called the “Moral Majority.”  This has

failed because the movement has become the “moral minority.”  And some of its

members quite frankly failed even the world’s most basic morality test.

3.  Can the Church accomplish its mission through the power of picketing, boycotts,

or letter-writing campaigns?

I don’t think so. With this method what usually happens is the Church is viewed as

bigoted, narrowminded, and out of step with the times.  I am not saying we don’t

vocalize our displeasure with sin and immorality.  I am saying unless the power of

God is present nothing will succeed.

4.  Can the Church accomplish its mission through the power of personality?

Strong leaders many times will polarize rather than unite.  We don’t necessarily

need more extroverts and Type-A personalities.  We don’t need preacher worship!

(The God of Stones and Spiders by Max Lucado, p.185ff.)  God has always used

the humble both to confound the wisdom of this world and to accomplish His

purposes.

Following the National Prayer Breakfast (1987), Max Lucado took a group of

supporters to Maryland’s Jessup Institution where a Prison Fellowship in-prison

seminar was in progress.  We were welcomed by the bright lights of TV cameras.

Reporters scribbled notes while officials greeted us warmly; the governor had

even issued a proclamation for the occasion.



By the time we got to the prison chapel, it was on the verge of exploding with the

excitement of more than 125 inmates and dozens of Prison Fellowship volunteers.

Wintley Phipps, a well-known gospel singer, who had sung only the day before for

President Reagan, was with us.  When Wintley let loose in that cinder-block

chapel, the walls shook.

Then my colleague Herman Heade, who was converted in a solitary-confinement

cell during a seven-year prison term, gave his testimony.  He was dramatic and

convicting.

The excitement continued as I then challenged the men to accept Christ.  When

the time came to leave, we could barely make our way through the crowd.  Inmates

pressed around, hugging us and weeping.  It would be hard to find a more powerful

church service anywhere.

The next day, our seminar instructor was relieved to find all the inmates had

returned for the seminar’s final session.  He had thought the last day might be

anticlimactic.  At the closing meeting, a tall inmate stood up to speak. “I really

appreciated Chuck Colson’s message,” he told the group, “and Wintley Phipps’

singing stirred me beyond words.  Herman’s testimony reached me right where I

was at.

Frankly, though, those things really didn’t impress me so much as what happened

after all the celebrities and TV cameras left:  the ladies among the volunteers

went into the dining hall, with all the noise and confusion, and sat at the table to

have a meal with us.  That’s what really got to me,” he concluded, his voice

choked.

What was the witness of Christ at the Maryland prison?  Certainly Wintley’s

singing and Herman’s testimony and my sermon were appreciated.  But the most

powerful message came from the volunteers— “ordinary people” whose names

never appear in the headlines—who went into the dingy dining hall to share a

prison meal with the inmates.

In spite of the myth of our times, it does not take celebrities or institutions to make

a difference. The improbable way God builds His Kingdom is through those who

follow His example of sacrifice—as Pascal and those unknown volunteers at Jessup

prison prove so beautifully.

There are additional questions ...



5.  Can the Church accomplish its mission through the power of positive thinking?

(Norman Vincent Peale, Robert Schuler, Zig Ziglar, et.al. or Joel Osteen recently)

A lot of people are successful because of their being positive.  And nobody likes to

be around negative people (although bad news will secure its own audience).

Heaven, though, is not just about thinking right, but being right with God.  Without

God’s help the church will not grow NO MATTER how positive you are.

6.  Can the Church accomplish its mission through the power of keen minds?

Even seminary training does not provide God’s power.  Summa cum laude, magna

cum laude doesn’t provide success.  Even God’s foolishness is better than the so

called wisdom of man. You want to see the power of God? Look at Pentecost.

Those disciples of Jesus did not graduate tops in their class.  I am not here

supporting poor education.  I am only saying that brain power does not give you

the power of God, and neither does competency.

The common approach to “evangelism” is: take a class!  And I have thought

about offering one, but what most people need, though, is not more information or

better tools as helpful as these can be, but a heart broken for the lost around them.

You say:  I don’t know any “unsaved” people. Then I say you and I need to start

running in some different circles.  Don’t desert your Christian friends. Just help

make some new Christians.  If you have a desire to talk to someone about faith in

Jesus, pray, and He will provide an opportunity.  Guaranteed!  Jesus spent a lot of

time with sinners.  What everyone needs is the “power of the resurrection.”

Paul says:  Philippians 3:4-11 (ESV)  4 though I myself have reason for confidence

in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I

have more:  5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor

of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I

had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 Indeed, I count everything as loss

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I

have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may

gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that

comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness

from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 that

by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.



A spiritual gift is no common thing.  As we should know it is not merely a natural

talent.  It is a divinely given ability requiring resurrection power to exercise it.

Illus.  Spiritual gifts are like appliances.  Appliances are all designed to utilize the

same power!  But while all use the same power, some use more than others.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (ESV)  20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly

than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us,  21 to him

be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and

ever.  Amen.

The power of God is to be at work in us for whose glory?  His glory, God’s glory!

Resurrection power is to be able to come out from among the DEAD and be holy.

(Body Life, p.65)  “Nature is only one example — but out of the cold barren death

of winter, God brings new life, color, warmth and glory by means of a quiet invisible

force which gradually changes the entire landscape into a thing of beauty. Just

like us.”

(Speaking of Abraham) Romans 4:20-21 (ESV)  20 No unbelief made him waver

concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to

God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

Faith has nothing to do with feelings, takes no account of moods or physical

circumstances because faith does not look to others or inside oneself for help, but

we look to God alone.

Let’s take a quick review of the book of Acts.  One of the key words throughout

this book is also “POWER.”  We have a mission to be and restore the Church as

God intended It to be from the first century until He comes.

Acts 1:7-8 (ESV)  7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons

that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Real power comes from God!



Acts 3:11-12 (ESV)  11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly

astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's.  12 And when

Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this,

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him

walk?

Acts 4:32-33 (ESV)  32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one

heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his

own, but they had everything in common.  33 And with great power the apostles

were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace

was upon them all.

Acts 6:8 (ESV)  8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders

and signs among the people.

Acts 8:9-10 (ESV)  9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously

practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he

himself was somebody great.  10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to

the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.”

There is nothing that compares with God’s power, and God’s power is not for sale!

Acts 8:18-21 (ESV)  18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the

laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money,  19 saying, “Give me this

power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought

you could obtain the gift of God with money!  21 You have neither part nor lot in

this matter, for your heart is not right before God.

Acts 10:37-38 (ESV)  37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,

beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  38 how God anointed

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.

And there is no comparison between the power of God and His adversary.

I Corinthians 1:25 (ESV) 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the

weakness of God is stronger than men.



You want power?  Jesus has it!  It’s not for sale like Simon thought.  It’s not for

personal glory, but for the glory of God, the Father.

II Peter 1:3-11 (ESV)  3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to

life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to[a] his own glory

and excellence,[b] 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great

promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  5

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue,[c]

and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control

with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  7 and godliness with brotherly

affection, and brotherly affection with love.  8 For if these qualities[d] are yours

and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former

sins. 10 Therefore, brothers,[e] be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and

election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.  11 For in this way

there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Footnotes:  [a]  2 Peter 1:3 Or by

[b]  2 Peter 1:3 Or virtue

[c]  2 Peter 1:5 Or excellence; twice in this verse

[d]  2 Peter 1:8 Greek these things; also verses 9, 10, 12

[e]  2 Peter 1:10 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on

the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) may refer

either to brothers or to brothers and sisters

“for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.”

This is a conditional sentence.  If you want to succeed in your walk with the Lord,

it is conditional on practice AND you

No one gets to heaven because of someone else’s life and work for the Lord.

You need to practice Christian qualities.  If you meet these conditions (speaking

to Christians in the Church, you will never fall and be excluded from heaven.

The reason most do not have a ministry in the church is because they have never

prayed for one.  Pray!


