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Text: John 3:1-17 ESV 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus,

a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi,

we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs

that you do unless God is with him.”  3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to

you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  4 Nicodemus

said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time

into his mother's womb and be born?”  5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of

God.   6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit

is spirit.  7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  8 The wind

blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it

comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”   9

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  10 Jesus answered him, “Are

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?  11 Truly,

truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have

seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  12 If I have told you earthly things and

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  13 No one

has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be

lifted up,  15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  16 “For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should

not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the world to

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Introduction:  I was the first-born child in my family and no stranger to turmoil

and controversy.  I remember one Christian Service camp season posing a question:

If Jesus is God, all those times he is praying - who is he talking to?  I was almost

sent home for asking such a difficult question.  I grew up in the Church of Christ.

I remember the grand old hymns that used to be sung nearly every Sunday - just

filled with difficult, yet accepted theology.  You might remember the hymn Holy,

Holy, Holy.  There are other songs by this title that are not the one I mean.

Do you remember which one I mean?

It is hymn #262 in our hymnal.  Verse 1 is:



Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy!  merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

The doctrine of the Church has not always been what you might call settled, and

there are still areas of debate and concern.  There were people like Barton W.

Stone, one of the founders of The Restoration Movement, who was more of a

Unitarian then a trinitarian.

What is the Trinity of God?  How can it be explained?  Well, not without much

difficulty, but let us try by analogy!   Tony Evans commented that the pretzel is a

good illustration because it consists of one piece of dough with three holes. Take

away any one of the holes and the pretzel isn't really a pretzel anymore. (According

to some people, the pretzel was actually invented in Europe several hundred

years ago by a monk who wanted to illustrate the Trinity to the children of his

village so he took some dough, looped into the familiar three-hole shape, baked

it, and gave it to the children as an edible object lesson.)

Another illustration comes from noted scientist Dr. Henry Morris. He comments

that the entire universe is trinitarian by design. The universe consists of three

things: matter, space, and time. Take away any one of those three and the uni-

verse would cease to exist. But each one of those is itself a trinity.

Matter = mass + energy + motion

Space = length + height + breadth

Time = past + present + future

How do you describe God with just words?  Even telling me with words what

coffee smells like is not the easiest of assignments!  But let us try to say something

about God that is biblical and not just a projection of our own ideas!

Who is God?  He is a Father.  He is a Son.  He is a Holy Spirit (Ghost).  Yet that

does not exhaust the biblical understanding of Who God is.  God is represented in

three persons traditionally.  Each person of that Godhead is fully God.  Yet, in all

this, the O.T. and Torah are correct still.  The Shema states God is one:
Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV  4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a]

Footnotes:  [a]  Deuteronomy 6:4 Or The Lord our God is one Lord; or The Lord

is our God, the Lord is one; or The Lord is our God, the Lord alone



In other words God is not found in creation, but recognized by his creative works.

There is no room for pantheism here.  And there certainly is no room for idolatry

by having other gods included in our adoration and worship.

The differences we might notice in the Godhead are between essence which is the

same --- and function which is varied.  Still, there is no inferiority between the

members of the Godhead.

It is difficult to talk about a God who we have never seen, maybe only heard

about from others.  Yet we can experience His presence in many ways.  When we

talk about God as “father” that may be helpful depending on our experiences

with our own fathers.  Even the idea of shepherd we hear about in Psalm 23 is

balanced against those who John in his gospel would mention are simply hirelings

(in it for the money) and at the first sign of trouble would desert and remove

protection from the flock (John 10).

God is not like the best of us, He is perfect!

I do not believe the implications of every song I sing.  The song I mentioned

earlier:  Holy, Holy, Holy has another verse and it leaves the door open for man

possibly noticing God.

Holy, holy, holy!   Lord God Almighty!

Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;

(Calvinism would say - cannot see)

Only Thou art holy-there is none beside Thee,

Perfect in pow’r, in love and purity.

What can we say about God who we believe created everything according to the

Genesis writer?  He is beyond our imagination and understanding.  And from the

Scriptures we know that all three persons of the Godhead were involved in creating

everything ex nihilo “out of nothing.”  Let’s look at just one item in our universe:

A team of scientists from the University of Oxford did a statistical analysis and

found that the universe is at least 250 times larger than the observable universe,

or at least 7 trillion light-years across.  "That's big, but actually more tightly

constrained than many other models," according to MIT Technology Review, that

first reported the 2011 story.



The size of the universe depends a great deal on its shape. Scientists have predicted

the possibility that the universe might be closed like a sphere, infinite and negatively

curved like a saddle, or flat and infinite.  So we still are not sure of a lot of things!

A finite universe has a finite size that can be measured; this would be the case in a

closed spherical universe.  But an infinite universe has no size by definition.

According to NASA, scientists know that the universe is flat with only about a 0.4

percent margin of error (as of 2013).  And that could change our understanding

of just how big the universe is.

"This suggests that the universe is infinite in extent; however, since the universe

has a finite age, we can only observe a finite volume of the universe," NASA says

on their website. "All we can truly conclude is that the universe is much larger

than the volume we can directly observe."

It takes an infinite God to produce this kind of creation.

Because of God’s nature, the Father sent his Son, named Jesus, so that we could

better understand the kind of relationship He wants with us.

Illus. (see Alister E. McGrath, Understanding the Trinity,  pp. 46-47)  “The story

of the pagan emperor who visited the Jewish rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah helps

here.  The pagan emperor asked to be shown Joshua’s god.  The rabbi replied

that this was impossible, an answer which failed to satisfy the emperor.  So the

rabbi took the emperor outside and asked him to stare at the midday summer

sun.  ‘Impossible!’ replied the emperor.  ‘If you can’t look at the sun, which God

created,’ resplied the rabbi, ‘how much less can you behold the glory of God

himself.’”

Even though there were theophanies and miracles in the Old Testament we basically

had a second-hand witness through prophets, people like Moses, priests and others.

In the New Testament, we have God with us - Emmanuel, and God is recognized

in the person of Jesus when people like Thomas later in John’s gospel say to

Jesus: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28)

When it comes to Jesus (He is God’s Son and also God himself) -

Jesus “came to us in a way appropriate to our human condition, in the form of

something which we could see, touch and handle.” and better understand.



Listen to John again - I John 1:1-3 ESV  1 That which was from the beginning,

which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon

and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—  2 the life was

made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the

eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—  3 that

which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son

Jesus Christ.

God has been further explained in terms we might better understand.  “The Lord

is my shepherd” - yes!, but Jesus is also the Good Shepherd who not only knows

his sheep, but will willingly lay down his life for them.

“Now suppose you talk to someone who has never experienced God before.  He

gets a ‘feel’ for what God must be like, even though he has never encountered or

experienced him (This is called testimony, witness).  And when he encounters God,

he realizes who and what it isthat he has encountered.  He can make the connection:

‘This experience I have just had corresponds to what you were talking about.’

The important point here is that although human words are inadequate fully to

express the richness of God, they point to God in much the same way as a sketch

of a tree points to the tree itself.” - McGrath, p. 51

The Bible, the Word of God, tells us about God who is the WORD.  We can talk

about God philosophically as an Idea or concept, but shouldn’t we better share

our experiences and encounters with God with those we care about?

McGrath (p. 43) goes on to say:  “I could persuade a male friend of mine that a

certain female exists (and would be perfect for him) - but there is all the difference

in the world between that and my friend actually meeting this girl, discovering

that they can relate to each other, and falling in love.”

McGrath, p. 114  A preacher might say, “‘We come to God through Jesus Christ

- he is the way back to God for us.  If you want to find God, here is where you

look - right in the face of Jesus Christ.  Here is God, coming up to meet us right

where we are, here and now.  And through the death and resurrection of Jesus

Christ, the way back to God is opened up.’”

“What the preacher is concerned with is proclamation (kerygma):  the setting out

of the relevance and importance of Jesus for his hearers.



Now consider what the theologian would say:  ‘Jesus Christ is both God and

man:  he is God incarnate.’”  The theologian would say further to the preacher,

“what you are saying depends upon recognizing that Jesus is both God and man

- that he is God incarnate.  If he isn’t God (JW and Mormons), then he is entirely

irrelevant to any thought about God; and if he isn’t human (Phantom), then he is

entirely irrelevant to any experience of human life.”

You know what I like about Jesus besides the fact that He is God?  He has

provided a reward of heaven for me and loves me unconditionally?    Hebrews

4:15-16 ESV 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with

our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet

without sin.  16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

God, the Holy Spirit, is a parting gift to all Christians in
Jesus’absence.  John 16:7-12 ESV   7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to

your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper (Advocate,

Comforter, Paraclete) will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.  8

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness

and judgment:  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;  10 concerning

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;  11

concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  12 “I still have

many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.

So no one has seen God and lived, but some have seen Jesus, even though He is

gone now waiting for word from the Father as to His plans for Judgment and

Jesus’ second coming.  In the meantime, in Jesus’ physical absence, the Church

has the Holy Spirit.

Alister McGrath puts it this way:  “The Spirit leads individuals to a knowledge of

Jesus and fellowship with him --and through that knowledge of and fellowship

with Jesus comes knowledge of and fellowship with the Father.”  Just as in

creation, we see God, the Father; Jesus, the Son; and God, the Holy Spirit all

actively bringing about new life and communicating with all of creation - especially

the Church.

“We could summarize this complex network of relationships like this:

(1) The Father sends the Son in his name, and the Son is subject to the Father.



(2) The Father sends the Spirit in the name of the Son, and the Spirit is subject to

the Father.

(3) The Spirit is sent by the Son, and is subject to the Son.

God wants us to know him, and He has done everything possible to communicate

to us his intentionable love.

Illus.  There is an old story of a conversation between former Prime Minister

Menachem Begin of Israel and President Jimmy Carter.  It was during one of

Begin’s visits to America.  Begin questioned Carter about his platinum, red and

gold phones in the Oval Office.  “Tell me, what are they really for?” he kidded

the president.

“Well, the platinum phone goes to Plains so I can keep track of Billy.  The

red phone is a hot line to Russia so I can keep track of what’s happening there.

My gold phone is a direct line to God.’

“How much does it cost to call God?” Begin asked.

“Ten thousand dollars,” Carter replied.  “But it’s worthy every penny.”

Later when Carter was visiting Begin in Israel, he asked the same question.

“What are your three phones for?”

Begin replied, “One’s a hot line to Egypt, another’s a hot line to Parliament,

and the third is a hotline to God.”

“How much does it cost to call God from here?”  Carter asked.

“Ten cents,” Begin replied.  “it’s a local call.”

The God who created the universe, and everything that it contains, emptied himself

of His glory, came to earth, died for us and then showed us how we can live again

and be with God eternally.  We have a God who is knowable and who loves us

more than anyone else.  He wants to be your Savior.  Will you start a relationship

with Him today?  Or maybe you need to renew your relationship with Him.

Whatever the case let’s make sure we tell others about our great and wonderful

God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:  Alister McGrath, p. 44, Understanding the Trinity, says:

“Christianity is about a meeting which becomes a love affair between us and the

living God who comes in search of us and takes the initiative in meeting us.  The

full extent of God’s love for us is revealed in the cross of Jesus Christ (John 3:16;

Romans 5:8).  To be a Christian is to take God’s proffered hand and go forwards

into eternal life, not quite knowing what this will involve, but being certain that,

wherever we go and whatever happens as a result, he will never let us go.”


