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Introduction:  Modern Man is a victim many times of the visible, only believing

what he sees - if that!  And even then he may be fooled by what he sees. He/she

assumes nothing is happening simply because he doesn’t see it happen.

Everyone needs to learn faith:  faith that holds to a God who is infinitely more

concerned, more caring, and certainly more loving than we.

We need:
Faith in a God who works when and where and how He pleases.

Faith in a God who is faithful to His own sovereign purpose (even when we are not).

Faith in a God who does not and cannot fail.

Faith in a God who is not overwhelmed by circumstances, who is never asleep,

on vacation or indifferent.

We need biblical faith where we understand we may be holding on to God, but

more importantly God is holding on to us.  When I am weak, He is strong.  It may

be error or sin to believe God is involved in something when he really isn’t.

But it is infinitely worse to live as though God does not exist and is not involved

with all His creation, when He most certainly is.

II Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV) 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is

wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all

comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are

unseen.  For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen

are eternal.

Illus.  Look around this morning - It’s all temporary, even your neighbor!

We want to talk this morning about what makes up RESURRECTION FAITH.

I think from our main text found in John 20 we can see three parts to faith.

The first part is:

I.  Understanding



John 20:1-9 ESV  1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the

tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away

from the tomb.  2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the

one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the

other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.  4 Both of them were running

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 And

stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in.  6 Then

Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths

lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the

linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.  8 Then the other disciple, who had

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did

not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.

Verse 9 is the key - They still did not understand (know, οιδαοιδαοιδαοιδαοιδα, KJV) from Scripture

that Jesus had to rise from the dead.  Jesus even said to them:

Luke 24:25-27 (ESV)  25 ........ “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that

the prophets have spoken!  26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer

these things and enter into his glory?”  27 And beginning with Moses and all the

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:44-45 (ESV)   44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke

to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened

their minds to understand the Scriptures,

I want you to fully comprehend, this morning, that there is evidence for the

Resurrection and reason to believe.  There is:

1.  The disciples’ eyewitness experiences which they believed to be literal

     appearances of the risen Lord.

2.  The very early proclamation of the resurrection by other eyewitnesses

     (all Christians).

3.  And how can one explain the disciples’ transformation into bold witnesses

    who were willing to die for their convictions.  They went from a locked

    room to the Temple courts.  They could not be silenced.

4.  The empty tomb - It is extremely difficult to imagine the early apostolic

     proclamation of Jesus as risen to have taken place at Jerusalem (of all

     places) without his tomb really being empty - not just robbed.



John presents the understanding that Jesus was resurrected and passed right

through his clothes as they were found in the tomb.  And then there is:

5.  The fact the resurrection of Jesus was the very center of the apostolic

     message.

6.  The Jewish leaders could not disprove their message even though they

     had the power and the motivation to do so.

7.  The very existence of the Church that was founded by monotheistic law-

     abiding Jews.

8.  The church worshipped no longer on the Sabbath, but Sunday. the first

     day of the week.

9.  James, the brother of Jesus, whose conversion and his subsequent

     promotion to an authoritative position in the early Church.  He had

     thought Jesus was “mad” (crazy) at one time.

10.  Paul’s transformation from murderer to martyr, and his ministry and

       central message of the resurrection.  He said if Christ was not risen

       then we are all fools.

Initially there was a difference in reactions to the empty tomb and the unusually-

displayed grave clothes.  Peter was unsure; John believed.  It’s funny how two

people can view the same thing and see it completely differently.

Understanding for us comes from God’s Holy Word.  We are both obligated and

privileged to study Scripture so we too may understand and build our faith.

Resurrection Faith comes with understanding.  Resurrection Faith also comes with:

II.  Recognition
John 20:10-16 (ESV)  10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.  11 But Mary

stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the

tomb.  12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain,

one at the head and one at the feet.  13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know

where they have laid him.”  14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus

standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, “Woman,

why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener,

she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and

I will take him away.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).



In a Lucan passage, we also hear:  Luke 24:30-32, 35 ESV  30 When he (Jesus)was

at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.

31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from

their sight.  32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he

talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”  35 Then they told

what had happened on the road, and how he was known (recognized, NIV) to

them in the breaking of the bread.

In our modern worship we also need to recognize Jesus’ presence - Immanuel

(God with us).  When we gather for worship, whom do we recognize?  For Whom

are we looking?  Easter is an easy time to be distracted from our intended focus:

lilies, new clothing, chocolate bunnies and Easter eggs, family outings, and even

Spring vacations.  Let me suggest that we need to see Jesus in our worship and

not the obvious faults of our neighbor.  This should be a time for self-inspection,

renewal and rededication to follow our risen Lord.

Above all else I hope we see and feel Jesus here in our midst.  I hope that like the two

men in Luke on their way to Emmaus that when you took communion this morning

that you were in a right relationship with your brothers and sisters in Christ, that

your eyes were open and you did recognize the crucified and risen Lord.

I stand before you today, because years ago - for the first time I understood

through Scripture who Christ was and recognized Jesus for who He really was/is

- my Savior and Lord.  That understanding and recognition is of no value by itself

until it is coupled with a third part of the resurrection faith.

III.  Witness (Proclamation)
John 20:17-18 (ESV)   17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet

ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went

and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said

these things to her.

Also I John 1:1-3 (ESV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched

with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we

have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with

the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard

we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed

our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.



Speaking about resurrection, Mortimer Arias says, “It is an event both fact and

experience.”  Seeing alone does not produce faith.  If that were true, all the religious

leaders of Jesus’ time would have believed.  Most remained blind even though

Jesus said they claimed to see.  And after being healed, it was the blind man that

still needed an introduction to who Jesus really was.

John 9:35-38 (ESV)  35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found

him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  36 He answered, “And who is

he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it

is he who is speaking to you.”  38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

How can we experience the Resurrection in our lives and be silent as to its effect?

We can not!  We dare not!

We can tell people, too, about the resurrection, but they still need to experience it

in water baptism.  And much like the disciples in the Upper Room it cannot be a

borrowed experience.  Thomas needed and demanded first-hand proof.

There are those who “Understand” and even “Recognize,” but lack the witness

and courage to tell others.  I challenge you to allow Christ to change your life!  Be

a witness to the resurrection with words and also with your very life.

Some, here today, may still need to repent of their sins.

Others may need to publically confess Christ

And others may need to submit to Christian baptism.

All of these things can be and should be a witness for our risen Lord.

From articles in the International Christian Digest - Raymond Jones, A Personal

Response, p.20

Now not all traditionalists would want to argue with this.  To keep belief at the

level of historical evidence alone, or to keep Jesus confined to our bible studies,

important though this is, can become a subtle denial of the resurrection.  When

we confine the risen Jesus to the world of well-attested facts and leave him there,

we bring about a new kind of entombment.  We are safe with him there, protected

from his real challenge.  For the truth must be that if Jesus did rise from the dead,

he is alive still and is as likely to confront us as he did the first disciples, and in a

way as demanding of response from us as it was from them.

There must be some re-direction of our lives, brought about in one way or another

by our encounter with the risen Christ.



Look at some common human experiences.  We build a new life from the fragments

of a broken relationship.  We make a new beginning after professional failure or

redundancy.  We are pulled down by serious illness, but go on living with hope.

We pass through the desolation of  breakdown or bereavement and catch a glimmer

of light in the darkness.  In these and in countless other ordinary human

experiences, we are ourselves creatures of resurrection, dying and rising again

with Christ.

Resurrection must be an event, both in fact and experience.

Conclusion:  If Jesus delays his second coming, there will be two resurrections

for Christians.  You must be resurrected to a new life in Christ through baptism

firstly for the final resurrection to be a positive one.

Read Craddock Stories, pp. 67-69

There is a little community in southwest Oklahoma, near the Washita Creek,

where the Native American Black Kettle and most of the women and children of

this little tribe were massacred by General Custer as he and his troops swept

down in the early morning hours.  The community is named for the general, Custer

City.  Nettie and I ministered there about three years; the population was 450 on a

good day.  There were four churches: a Methodist church, a Baptist church, a

Nazarene church, and a Christian church.  Each had its share of the population

on Wednesday night, Sunday morning, and Sunday evening.  Each had a small

collection of young people, and the attendance rose and fell according to the

weather and whether it was time to harvest the wheat and all of that.

But the most consistent attendance in town was at the little cafe where all the

pickup trucks were parked, and all the men were inside discussing the weather,

and the cattle, and the wheat bugs, and the hail, and the wind, and are we going to

have a crop.  All their wives and sons and daughters were in one of those four

churches.  The churches had good attendance and poor attendance, but the cafe

had consistently good attendance, better attendance than some of the churches.

They were always there.  Once in a while they would lose a member there at the

cafe because their wives finally got to them, or their kids, and you’d see them go

sheepishly off to one of the churches.  But the men at the cafe still felt strong.  “We

are still the best, biggest, and strongest group in town.”  And so they met on

Wednesdays and Sundays and every other day, discussing weather and crops --

not bad men, family men, hardworking men.



The patron saint of the group that met at the cafe was named Frank.  Frank was

seventy-seven when I met him.  He was a good, strong man; a pioneer, a rancher

and farmer, and a prospering cattleman too.  He was born in a sod house; he had

his credentials, and all the men there at the cafe considered him there patron

saint.  “Ha!  Ol’ Frank will never go to church.”  I met Frank on the street one

time.  He knew I was a preacher, but it has never been my custom to accost people

in the name of Jesus, so I was shaking hands and visiting with him, but he took the

offensive.  He was not offensive, but he took the offensive.  He said, “I work hard,

I take care of my family, and I mind my own business.  Far as I’m concerned,

everything else is fluff.”  You see what he told me?  “Leave me alone, I’m not a

prospect.”

I didn’t bother Frank.  That’s why I, the entire church, and the whole town were

surprised, and the men at the cafe were absolutely bumfuzzled when old Frank,

seventy-seven years old, presented himself before me one Sunday morning for

baptism.  I baptized Frank.  Some of the talk in the community was, “Frank must

be sick.  Guess he’s scared to meet his Maker.  They say he’s got heart trouble.

Going up there and being baptized, well, I never thought ol’ Frank would do that,

but I guess when you get scared...”  All kinds of stories.

But this is the way Frsank told it to me.  We were talking the next day after his

baptism, and I said, “Uh, Frank, you remember that little saying you used to give

me so much:  ‘I work hard, take care of my family, and I mind my own business’?”

He said, Yeah, I remember.  I said that a lot.”  I said, “You still say that?”  He said,

“Yeah.”  I said, “Then what’s the difference?”  He said, “I didn’t know then what

my business was.”

He discovered what his business was -- to serve human need.  And so I baptized

Frank.  I raised my hand and I said, “In the presence of those who gather, upon

your confession of faith in Jesus Christ, and in obedience to his command, I baptize

you in the name of the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.  Amen

He found out what his business was - to tell others!

What is your life about, this morning?

I hope you understand about Jesus.

I hope you recognize Jesus for who he is - Savior.

I hope you’ll witness for Him!


