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Romans 9:1-5 ESV  1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my

conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and

unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and

cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the

flesh.  4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the

covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.  5 To them belong

the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is

God over all, blessed forever.  Amen.

Introduction: There are a lot of people out there who call themselves Christians.

1.  Those whose parents were members of the Church sometimes think

that they are automatically members through their parents.

E.g., While I was in Deming a couple who were living together came to me

to be married.  They said they were members.  I’d never seen them before.

2.  People who attend services but have never made a personal commitment

to Jesus Christ.  E.g., A person may go into a garage, but that does not

make him a car or a mechanic.  One is not a Christian because of the people

he/she associates with or the kind of meetings one might attend.

3.  People who slip their hands up in a service but never obey Christ in

Christian baptism and follow up their commitment with holy living.

E.g.,  Continental Singer’s invitation.

In our text this morning, Paul was very  upset to see how the Jews with all their

relational advantages had blown it!  There were:

I.  Advantages of Being a Jew

1.  God’s Chosen

They were given: 2.  the Divine Glory (Shekinah, God’s presence with the

     people in the cloud that led them out of captivity and

     also within the Holy of Holies)  There was a visible

     representation of God’s presence.

They were given: 3.  the covenants with the patriarchs like Abraham



Illus.  Once, Fred Craddock found himself in a little old restaurant in New York

City.  He went in to get a hot dog.  There were only two customers.  There was an

elderly woman in her 70’s waiting on them.  Her name was Anna.  There was

another older man in a booth not too far away and Craddock overheard him say:

Man: The boss wants me to stick around in case you get busy.

Anna: Who’s busy?  Three people!

Man: Well.  Just in case you get busy.

Anna: Oh, if you want to stick around I guess it’s O.K.

Man: And then when you close, I’ll walk you home.

Anna: Ah Ha!  NOW, I know why you are staying.

The man and Anna kept going back and forth with the man obviously wanting to

walk her home.

Anna: Yeah, you want to walk me home and pretty soon you walk me home

and I’ll be great with child.

Man: What are you talking about, Anna?  You passed that time 20 years ago.

Anna: You don’t know about Sarah?

Man: Sarah who?

Anna: Sarah in the Bible.

She became great with child and she was older than me.

Man: Well, how did she do that?

Anna: She believed in the man upstairs.  And besides that the mother of our

Lord before she was married or even knew a man was great with child.

Man: Well, how did she do that?

Anna: She believed in the man upstairs.

Man: Well, if  were a woman, I wouldn’t believe in the man upstairs.

SOMETIMES IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US!

4. The Jews had the law (Torah).  The book “In The Beginning”,

describes how the Jews love the Torah.  They have a service where the men of the

congregation take the scrolls and dance with them.  Potok says that one lad says

to himself:  “I wonder if the Goyim (Gentiles) ever feel this way about the Word of

God?

I attended an Ukranian Orthodox church service in Chicago where the worshippers

would go over and kiss the Bible as they entered the sanctuary.



Illus.  How about our Bible Studies?  Why is attendance so much lower when we

feed on God’s Word and yet so much higher for refreshments made by human

hands?

5.  Jews had temple worship up until 70 A.D., but beautiful buildings aren’t

everything – if there is no love.  Piqua Church of Christ (Christian Church)

went from 200 to 70 in a new building that would seat 300.  Huge cathedrals

in England stand empty 200 years after the great revivals of the Wesleys.

6.  Jews had promises of a Messiah, but they had started looking for the

wrong signs from God.  They were putting Him into their mold rather than

the other way around.

7.   Jews had a rich history of faithful patriarchs.  Tradition is a wonderful

thing, and we ought to be proud of our heritage, but it won’t get you to heaven.

8.  The Messiah came from Israel.  That intimacy was lost because they

were not paying attention.  When Jesus dwelt among his own people,

they discounted Him because they had made Him in their image.

So relationships and advantages because of one’s religious history are wonderful

BUT THEY WILL NOT SAVE US!

Romans 9:6 ESV  6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all

who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,

Family ancestry does not guarantee redemption.  God’s salvation is always based

on a divine promise.

Romans 9:7-9 ESV  7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his

offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”  8 This means that

it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of

the promise are counted as offspring.  9 For this is what the promise said: “About

this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”

We have looked at all the benefits for the Jews.

What about us?

What about the Church?



What do we have as advantages?

II.  Growing Up in the Church Has Advantages.
1. Restoration Movement (Stone-Campbell Movement)

2. Tradition (Discuss what makes up tradition!)

a. Times of Service (ASK how times got started)

b. Length of service

c. Congregational voting (29-25 vote on raising the floor in Deming)

Many things we do or don’t do are because of  TRADITION.  All the Church

furniture is even based on tradition

In some Churches a person could almost preach heresy quicker that he could

move the communion table.  One of the things that can get a young preacher fired

quicker that any thing else is for him to mess around with the way a traditional

congregation does “Church”.

d.  Church Boards (By-Laws and other man-made documents).

I am not against By-Laws.  I am sad that some Christians are not

able to trust their leadership.  By-Laws were never meant to be

progressive.  They usually are very restrictive and tell you all the

things you cannot do based on mistakes made in the past.

e.  Ladies Groups.  I have seen where womens groups had more

power and authority than the Church Board, than Jesus for that

matter.

No man-made group, set of laws, or rich history will save us.  Only as we participate

in Christ’s death and resurrection can we expect to be saved.  If you are a real

Christian, you will not be dwelling in the past, but living in a vital way in the

present with a rich hope in the future God holds for us - NEVER GIVING UP!

Romans 9:9-13 ESV  9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time next

year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”  10 And not only so, but also when

Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,  11 though they

were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's

purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who

calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  13 As it is written,

“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”



If you are a Christian, your values will be different from the world’s.  Esau in the

O.T. traded away the possibility of a Messiah for him and his people – for a meal

– for the moment.

Have you ever compromised yourself and your future for the moment, for pleasure

in the present?  We need to be looking at NOT what is best for ourselves, BUT

what is best for OTHERS and NOT short-term fixes but long-term solutions.

You need to have a picture in your mind where this Church is going.  We need to

be developing a clear vision statement and out of that a Long-Range Plan.  This

will help keep us focused on the future God has planned for all of us.

III.  What Makes You A Christian?

God in all His mercy calls us – chooses us and draws us to Himself and we either

accept or reject His offer of salvation.  Technically in our bulletin we should think

about changing where it says,  “invitation hymn” to hymn of decision.  God has

not asked or even invited necessarily, He has commanded everyone everywhere

to repent.  Seek the Kingdom first is not just a suggestion.  It is an imperative.

Yet look at Romans 9:16, where it says:  Romans 9:16 ESV  16 So then it depends

not on human will or exertion,[a] but on God, who has mercy.

Footnotes:  [a]  Romans 9:16 Greek not of him who wills or runs

Human will and effort are of no effect in gaining salvation.  It is God’s divine will

and mercy.  It is His grace that saves us.  But, we dare not be irresponsible with or

immune to His grace so freely offered to us, or we will find ourselves outside with

no way to gain entrance.

WHAT IF?

1. What if God couldn't take the time to bless us today because we couldn't take

the time to thank him yesterday?

2. What if God decided to stop leading us tomorrow because we did not follow

him today?



3. What if we never saw another flower bloom because we grumbled when God

sent the rain?

4. What if God didn't walk with us today because we failed to recognize it as His day?

5. What if God took away the Bible tomorrow because we would not read it today?

6. What if God took away His message because we failed to listen to his messenger?

7. What if the Door of the Church was closed because we did not open our hearts?

8. What if God stopped loving and caring for us because we failed to love and

care for others?

9. What if God answered our prayers the way we answer His call for service?

10. What if God met our needs the way we give Him our lives?

Romans 9:22-24 ESV  22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make

known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for

destruction,  23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy,

which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not

from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?

Conclusion:  We have so many advantages:

The Word (modern translations) – READ IT!

Holy Spirit (God living in us) – Trust His Leading; listen to His promptings.

Freedom to worship without persecution – We need to practice our faith

and fellowship with other Christians.

Sometimes gifts that seem to be too easily obtained are not appreciated.  I hope

you appreciate what you have as a Christian, and what has been done by God to

give you the opportunity to be saved if you are not yet a Christ follower.


