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Introduction:  Some people are scared of the unknown.  More and more there

are people who have never been to church.  And when they do come, church is like

a foreign culture to them.  “The roof would cave in if I were to come to church” is

a typical comment.  I haven’t lost anyone to falling plaster yet, nor has anyone

ever been drowned in a baptistry.

Some people have experienced a distorted form of Christianity and are scared.  I

got a haircut once and talked with a young lady who said “you don’t look like a

minister you don’t have a collar.”  She spoke of arbitrary rules, odd behavior, and

exposure to the Jehovah Witnesses.  The only thing normal about them though is

their enthusiasm for converts.  She said church scared her.  AND some can so

isolate themselves from the Church that they never have to deal with the TRUTH

or JESUS.

I.  Christianity Scared the Jews.
You may remember in Acts 21 that the Christian brothers in the Church warned

Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  Paul knew because of the Holy Spirit what was in

store, but went anyway.  Paul was willing to allow God to work through him no

matter what the consequences.  He ends up going and being beaten (Acts 21:30ff).

In Acts 22, Paul defends himself against false charges.  The Apostle Paul gives

them a testimony of what he had been, and done, and become.  For that in Acts

22:22, the Jews want him dead.  The Romans realize that Paul is a Roman citizen.

Paul finds himself before the Sanhedrin, and in chapter 23 brings up the teaching

of the resurrection to divide his accusers (explain).  There was a teaching in the

OT about the resurrection of the dead in Daniel 12:2, but most references about a

resurrection of the dead came from the intertestamental period and the Pharisees.

Later in Acts 23, 40 men vow not to eat or drink until Paul is dead.  Paul’s nephew

tells of the plot to kill his uncle and the Roman authorities get Paul out of town to

Governor Felix (Acts 23:23).  Early in chapter 24, Tertullus brings the charges

against Paul.  They were basically this:

1.  Paul was a troublemaker who was stirring up riots.

2.  Paul was a ringleader of the Nazarene sect (not a compliment).

3.  Paul tried to desecrate the temple.



And in 24:9 - “The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things

were so.”

Which brings us to our text:  Acts 24:10-27 (ESV)  10 And when the governor had

nodded to him to speak, Paul replied:  “Knowing that for many years you have

been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense.  11 You can verify that

it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem,  12 and

they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the

temple or in the synagogues or in the city.  13 Neither can they prove to you what

they now bring up against me.  14 But this I confess to you, that according to the

Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything

laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets,  15 having a hope in God, which

these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and

the unjust.  16 So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God

and man.  17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to

present offerings.  18 While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple,

without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here

before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me.  20

Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood

before the council,  21 other than this one thing that I cried out while standing

among them: ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial

before you this day.’”  22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the

Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide

your case.”  23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in

custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented

from attending to his needs.  24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla,

who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ

Jesus.  25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming

judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an

opportunity I will summon you.”  26 At the same time he hoped that money would

be given him by Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him.  27 When

two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do

the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.

A.  The Jews were afraid of a loss in status.

They were so afraid - they would lie about what Paul had done.  In fact, the only

accusation that was true was that he was a follower of the Way (not the cult).



The Jews were afraid they would lose followers. (influence and self-importance)

They wanted to continue to be masters, not servants as Jesus prescribed.

They were afraid revenues would drop off.

They were afraid they might be WRONG, and nobody likes to admit they are

wrong, but that is exactly what REPENTANCE is.

B.  Jesus was not what they had expected in a Messiah.

He was not political - and besides that he said to love your enemies.

His explanation for the hungry was that he was the Bread of Life and that the

hungry and poor would always be around, in fact, Jesus did not even have a place

to lay his own head many times.  Jesus required a sacrifice of the heart and

person, not ritual or sacrament.

Christianity does not refute or negate Judaism; it completes it. (GLW)

What we do here in church should be a corporate expression

of what our individual lives are like through the week.

II.  Christianity Scared Felix (v. 25)

I almost entitled this sermon:  “Don’t call me; I’ll call you.”

A lot of people never make a favorable decision for Christ.  They keep putting it off.

A.  Felix put off making a decision.

Normally a very decisive man, Felix becomes indecisive, and we are not sure why.

He may have been trying to please the Jews without breaking Roman law.  Paul

remained in prison (minimum security, i.e. golf and tennis with a pool) for two

years.  Felix, himself was deposed in two years, but left Paul in prison to avoid

Jewish criticism.  Sometimes people think there is an unlimited amount of time

left - so they procrastinate on a decision.  Why aren’t most people prepared to

retire financially?  We keep banking on tomorrow.  At some point there are no

tomorrows.

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS NOT MAKING A DECISION FOR CHRIST!



Illus.   If you have a cancerous tumor, and know if it were removed you might live

- even a 5% chance - would you have the operation?  BUT Felix knew that this

was no passive decision that the gospel required.  The GREAT PHYSICIAN

requires the patient to be involved in the process.  And this simply was no intellectual

decision that was being pondered either.  It is one thing to know the Truth, yet

another to act on it.

B.  Felix and Drusilla both realized moral and ethical change was required.

Paul made it clear in v. 16 that there needed to be a continual striving for holiness

and an effort to keep one’s conscience clear before God.  The word used is the

idea of to exercise, to take pains, to drill.  The word had a note of moral strictness.

Paul made it clear what Christianity was about.  In verse 25, Paul talks about

righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come.  This really hit home for

Felix and Drusilla.  Paul’s life stood in stark contrast to his audience’s life

experience to date.  According to the Western text, it was Drusilla who had the

most interest in the Way, and it was she who persuaded Felix to keep Paul in prison.

Drusilla was the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I, and was not quite 20

years old in our story.  As a small girl, she was betrothed to a crowned prince in

Eastern Asia minor, but the marriage was called off because the groom refused to

become a proselyte to Judaism (it may have been something about a religious

ceremony and a knife). Then her brother Agrippa II gave her in marriage to a

king in Syria.  But when she was still only 16, Felix with the help of a Cypriot

magician named Atomos persuaded her to leave her husband in favor of him.

Felix promised her everything for her happiness.  She became Felix’s third wife.

Their son named Agrippa was later killed in the eruption of Vesuvius in Pompeii in A.D. 79.

Even today we love to hear about grace and mercy, but forget God is a just God

who also will punish those who refuse His offer of salvation through Jesus Christ.

Jehovah God requires a lifestyle different from the world.  This encounter is odd!

Here we have a mighty Roman ruler afraid of a prisoner in chains.  The fact is the

GOSPEL IS NEVER IN CHAINS even though those who believe it may be.

Really what Felix said was this:  “When I have some spare time (i.e. when I am

not busy).”  Our culture packs its days so full there is no time to see where we are

going.  We are going so fast we are “honking at our own taillights.”  We just

know we are going somewhere AND we are getting there fast.  Well, some are

going to HELL and we better say something or do something quickly.



TAKE TIME!! “But someone will say we just don’t have time!”

You only have one soul, don’t lose it! Take time to make a good decision for Jesus!

III.  If You Are Not a Christian, Christianity May Scare You.
Something you must understand is:

A.  Resurrection is for the good and the evil. (vv. 15, 21)

Why would a theological concept cause such a reaction?  Deep down you have to

wonder if it is true if you are not saved.  The fact is:  NO ONE WILL ESCAPE the

resurrection.  Your relationship to Jesus Christ will be the only criteria considered

in judging where you will spend eternity.

The doctrine of the resurrection is so critical to NT Christianity that Paul devotes

his closing comments to this belief in his first Corinthian letter.

I Corinthians 15:12-19 (ESV)  12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the

dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  13 But if

there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  14 And

if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in

vain.  15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about

God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not

raised.  16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  17 And if

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  18

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If in Christ we

have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

B.  Commitment to another person scares people.

In a time of throw-away relationships and a lack of personal commitment on

many levels, it becomes harder and harder to talk about a Biblical model of

commitment.  Becoming a Christian is a serious decision.  It says:

I am a follower of Jesus

I will pick up my cross daily

I will deny myself for the sake of others

I will follow the leading of God’s Holy Spirit in my life even if that would mean

imprisonment or death like Paul the Apostle.



Again though, God provides good results out of what might be perceived by some

as a bad situation.  While Paul is in prison:

1.  Probably the Gospel of Luke was written during this period.

2.  Paul was able to strengthen the local church.

3.  The church was able to strengthen Paul.

C.  Giving up the past for the future (faith) is the key.

It is hard to let go of a known for an unknown even if the known is less than ideal

or perfect.  People who are suicidal need to be offered hope, a better tomorrow.

Jesus is waiting for you if you would only trust him.  He offers life in place of death.

Philippians 3:7-14 (ESV)  7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake

of Christ.  8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him,

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which

comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—

10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his

sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means possible I may

attain the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained this or

am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has

made me his own.  13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies

ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in

Christ Jesus.

Conclusion:  Some people are afraid of rejection.  They have low self-esteem

and wonder how anyone could love them.  The apostle John says:  I John 4:18

(ESV)  18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do

with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.

God wants to save you!  Will you let him?  Will you allow yourself to trust in Him

today?  The resurrection is sure.  The only thing undecided is where you will

spend eternity.  Since you have a choice, why not make it heaven?

Ever look forward to a day with a great deal of expectation and hope?  I am looking

forward to the day when I’ll be with God face-to-face.  I want you there, too.


