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Introduction:  That great theologian, Charlie Brown, was correct when he said:

“You can choose your friends, but you can’t choose your relatives.”  Or as another

giant in philosophy has put it:  “You can choose your friends, but you can’t shoot your

relatives.”  And you understand there is a huge difference between an acquaintance

and a friend.

Illus.  There was a minister on his deathbed.  He called for his doctor and his lawyer

to come and be with him in his final hours.  They came and sat down by his bedside.

The lawyer was the first to speak, “Pastor, we are honored you wanted us to be with

you at this time, but we are curious.  Why did you ask us to be with you?”

The pastor smiled, “Because I wanted to die like Jesus did - between two thieves!”

Abraham of the OT times was called a friend of God, but he is not the only friend that

God has.  In fact, we can be God’s friend as well.  Just like Jesus’ early disciples we

have been invited into this holy circle.  Here is the requirement Jesus gives:  John 15:14

ESV  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.

C.S. Lewis warns us in The Four Lives:  To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything

and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken.  If you want to make sure

of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even an animal.  Wrap it

carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe

in the casket or coffin of your selfishness.  But in that casket - safe, dark, motionless,

airless - it will change.  It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable,

irredeemable.”

Many people find their best friends at church.  I do believe that might be the best place

to start.  Teresa of Avila counselled her readers that if they wanted to grow in openness

to God, they ought to seek the company of God’s friends.”

Best friends are not easily found.  I was reading this week that on average it has been 5

years since we have made a new friend.  Best friends are tricky.  Moves and life situations

change relationships.  What do you do when your best friend dies or leaves?  For some

of us our best friend may very well be our spouse (most days, right?).  Best friends play

an important role in our lives.  They encourage us, bring us comfort, and also challenge

us when they think we are wrong to do better.



I was reflecting this week back over some of my friends - a lot of memories:

The boy’s name I do not even recall was my friend when I was 5.  We played Sgt.

Preston of the Yukon out behind the apartment and would listen to 45 records, songs

like Davey, Davey Crockett - King of the wild frontier.

Ronald Cool - we rode bikes together and did death-defying stunts like Evel Knievel,

and made it through puberty together.

Bruce Martin - we had a common interest in basketball, girls and hayrides

Steve Harris - ping pong, cards and girls.  He was my best man at my wedding

Dick Stiverson - a great friend who was an elder at First Christian Church in Monticello,

IL  - we had a common interest in the church.  I was married by then so not interested in

other girls at this point.

Dr. Marion Henderson - one of my professors at LCC.  We didn’t like each other until

years later when he finally matured a little.

Lucille Hays - walked with her Monday-Friday, taught me Spanish, very generous and kind.

Zelda Marvel - hospitality, she never married, but was kind to all the ministers at DCC

Floyd Siebert died this week - 2/23.  We do not have enough time for me to tell you...

Most of these people are old or dead.  Most people’s number of friends decrease as

they age.  I don’t think that is the way it should be.  We all could have more friends!

It is sometimes very surprising how we act with our friends.  Our teenage children

(years ago) would go to their friends’ houses and do dishes, mow lawns, work to

exhaustion and be civil about it.  You would hear about these moments and wonder who

these people were that they were calling our children.

Most friendships are based on common interests.  With Jesus and His disciples, it was

love for the Father.  No one, however, should get the impression that the frienship Jesus

refers to in our text in John 15 is between equals.  Nor should we conclude that in some

way His disciples were elevated from servant to friend as if that were a higher status or

select class of Christians.

Jesus had shown them that very night that even those of high position, and called

“Master,” should serve.  I can never have a friend in the literal sense, because a human

being cannot be possessed by another.  Friendship is freely chosen.  You have heard

this:  “To have a friend, you must be a friend.”  That’s true with Jesus, too.



There is always a risk in having a friend, but it is worth it.

I.  A Friend Shares.

You do not have to be a devoted follower of Jesus to understand the importance of

friendship.  Albert Camus (a famous author and atheist) said:

Don’t walk in front of me I may not follow.

Don’t walk behind me I may not lead.

Walk beside me And just be my friend.

A.  Life

If you want to nurture a friendship it takes time and availability.  You cannot expect to

develop a strong relationship with anyone without investing time.  Give time to your

friendships.  Experiencing life together is important.  Women tend to be better at this

many times than men.  We men are making progress though.

Illus.  It seems like just the other day I shared with my men’s group in Midland, MI

that I had homicidal thoughts about my son.  He had racked up a $500. phone bill

calling people in Australia.  I found out you can block international calls if you need to.

And then there are birthdays, anniversaries, parties, vacations and even special Sundays.

B.  Resources

One of the common experiences the early church was known for - was the sharing of

resources.  No one went without.  No one was accumulating wealth for just themselves,

but also for the community.  I have been blessed many times by the generosity of other

Christians.

Illus.  Sharing (Fellowship) - The early church sold whatever they had to help others.

The Macedonian church gave out of their extreme poverty the Scriptures say to supply

the needs of widows in Jerusalem who they did not even know.  The early church would

even fast two or three days a week so they could share more resources.  A true friend

will even do without so as to provide for another’s need.

Define “Charity,” love
Tell the story of the rabbi who had a neighbor, and every year he sent his son next door

with a gift of money.  The son discovered when delivering the gift that the neighbor was

in possession of a bottle of very fine wine - and protested to his father.  The rabbi said

our neighbor must be used to nice things.  Next year, remind me to increase our gift!



A Friend Shares
C.  Information

In a society that is on informational overload, how do you sort through what to share.  I

have decided that for my friends there is no more important news than the Gospel.  It is

easy to mistake data for truth and knowledge for wisdom.  The Bible tells us that Jesus

is the Truth.  I believe with all my heart that everyone must have a relationship with

God through Jesus Christ.  And having a relationship with Jesus that will save you for

eternity is more than the accumulation of a few facts or Bible verses.  It may start

there, but the ultimate goal is to become a friend with God.  Yet, God’s word, the Bible,

is a great place to start in making a difference in your life and the lives of others.

II.  A Friend Is Dependable.

A.  In good times or bad

You have all heard the expression:  “fair-weather friends.”  A true friend is always there

for you.  The old German proverb says it well:  “Friendship doubles our joys and

divides our sorrows.”

Illus.  It seems two men were travelling in company through a forest, when all at once,

a huge bear crashed out of the brush near them.  One of the men thinking of his own

safety, climbed up a tree (You might actually question how smart that was).  The other

man, unable to fight the savage beast alone, threw himself on the ground and layed still,

as if he were dead (He had heard that a bear will not touch a dead body).

It must have been true, for the bear sniffed at the man’s head a while, and then, seeming

to be satisfied that he was dead, walked away.

The man in the tree climbed down.

“It looked as if that bear whispered something in your ear,” he said.  “What did he tell you?”

“He said,” answered the other, “that it was not at all wise to keep company with a

fellow who would desert his friend in a moment of danger.” -Aesop’s Fables

In the book, Living Free in Christ, Neil Anderson writes:  “In Christ, you have the best

friend you could ever have.  Many may desert you during times of trouble, but Jesus

invites you to draw near to Him.  In our text (John 15:12-17), He says that you are no

longer a servant doing only what is commanded, without understanding the purpose.



Jesus takes his friends into confidence.  In John 15:15c ESV, He says, ‘for all that I

have heard from my Father I have made known to you.’  He also said, John 16:13, 15

ESV  13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not

speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to

you the things that are to come.  15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that

he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

Jesus discloses Himself to us...He is the friend who sticks closer than a brother (Proverbs

18:24), the One who walks with us through all life’s troubles.

A Friend is

B.  Trustworthy

Nine out of ten people are going to list trust as an important characteristic in any

friendship.  In a survey, a surprising 52% of married respondents share concerns with

their friends that they wouldn’t share with their spouse.  Friendship seems to be a

better start for a married couple than anything else.

Illus. (Trust) - Abraham was called the friend of God.  At no other time probably was

there more trust required than when God asked Abraham to sacrifice the son he had

with Sarah - the child of the promise.

A friend, especially a best friend, is someone who has been there, who has been tested.

George Eliot puts it well:  “Oh the comfort, the inexpressible comfort of feeling safe

with a person:  having neither to weigh thoughts nor measure words, but to pour them

out.  Just as they are - chaff and grain together, knowing that a faithful hand will take

and sift them, keep what is worth keeping, and then with the breath of kindness, blow

the rest away.”

The reason we should invite others to church is to share our faith and for our friends to

be a part of the most important activity in our lives.  If we truly care about others, we

should want them to know Jesus more than anything.

In April 1988 the evening news reported on a photographer who was a skydiver.  He

had jumped from a plane along with numerous other skydivers and filmed the group as

they fell and opened their parachutes.  On the film shown on the telecast, as the final

skydiver opened his chute, the picture went beserk.  The announcer reported that the

cameraman had fallen to his death, having jumped out of the plane without his parachute.



It wasn’t until he reached for the absent ripcord that he realized he was freefalling

without a parachute.  Until that point, the jump probably seemed exciting and fun.  But

tragically, he had acted with thoughtless haste and deadly foolishness.  Nothing could

save him, for his faith was in a parachute never buckled on.  Faith in anything but an

all-sufficient God can be just as tragic spiritually.  Only with faith in Jesus Christ dare

we step into the dangerous excitement of life. -James D. Acree, Leadership - Vol. 9, #4

III.  A Friend Is Truthful.

A.  Even when it hurts

Sometimes being a friend may involve getting angry.  There is a fine line though between

compassion and anger.  Aristotle saw clearly that “anyone can become angry - that is

easy.  But to be angry with the right person, to the right degree, at the right time, for the

right purpose, and in the right way - that is not easy.”  That is a difficult challenge in all

our relationships.

Illus.  Early in my ministry, at my very first church, where I was the preaching minister

(DCC in Deland, IL), I wrote a letter to a backslidden member.  I don’t have the complete

text of the letter, but what could be wrong with quoting Scripture to show my concern?

II Peter 2:20-22 ESV  20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world

through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled

in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.  21 For it

would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than

after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.  22 What

the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the

sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”

The truth must be spoken in love.  It may hurt because of the way it is received, but the

intent should never be to harm or destroy.  There is a tension between being politically

correct and telling someone what they may need to hear.

It is a little like the good advice I have heard:  “Never punish your children when you

are angry (mad).”

B.  And has our best interest in mind

It was in our best interest Jesus died for us.  He says the ultimate measure of friendship

involves sacrifice and obedience.



John 15:9-17 ESV  9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.

10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my

Father's commandments and abide in his love.  11 These things I have spoken to you,

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 “This is my commandment,

that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, that

someone lay down his life for his friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command

you.  15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have

made known to you.  16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that

you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask

the Father in my name, he may give it to you.  17 These things I command you, so that

you will love one another.

Everyone who would be a faithful follower of Jesus should mimic His pattern of living

and self-sacrifice as did the Apostle Paul.  Listen to how much Paul cares about his own

people:  Romans 9:3 ESV  3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off

from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.

Jesus was willing to do anything, even suffer and die for us, if it could make a difference

for us - all of this so we could be friends with His Father and be adopted into the family

through faith.

Conclusion:  You may not have many friends.  In fact, you may not have a best

friend.  Jesus wants to be your friend always.  Jesus will always give you what you

need.  He is always there when you need Him.  He is the Truth, and He can set you free!

We have all made some choices in our lives we are not proud of, but having God as a

Friend is a decision you will never regret.  We need to be selective about our friends

and wise in our choices.

James 4:4 ESV  4 You adulterous people!  Do you not know that friendship with the

world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes

himself an enemy of God.

James, writing to the Church,  says not being a friend of God is like the sin of adultery.

Friendship always involves choosing and faithfulness.  Why not make a wise choice,

this morning, and choose Jesus.

What a Friend We Have in Jesus!


