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Text:  John 14:1-3 ESV  1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe

also in me.  2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have

told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

Discussion about life and death, resurrection, and where the dead are was a source

of lively debate even in Jesus’ time (Mk. 12:18-27; Mt. 22:23-33; Luke 20:27-40).

The Sadducees did not believe in a bodily resurrection as would be the clear teaching

of the New Testament.

There are those today that would hold to a similar unenlightened view as the

Sadducees:  “when you’re dead, you’re dead.”  Where that logic may fall a little

short of genius, it does provide the seedbed for all kinds of unrestrained, undisicplined

lifestyles (hedonism; materialism; atheistic existentialism).  When you remove

punishment and reward in a human system usually chaos will reign because all

restraints and incentives have been removed.  Ideally all of us should lead Christian

lives out of love.  Most of us though are not as purely motivated as we ought to be.

Introduction:  Who wants to go to heaven?  We are told heaven is a wonderful

place.  Everybody wants to go there.  How do we know what heaven is really like?

Does everyone go to heaven?

There is plenty of misinformation about heaven.  Many people think that if you are

just “good enough” you can go to heaven, or if you read your Bible, and are kind to

animals, etc.  “Anyone can devise a plan by which good people may go to Heaven.

Only God can devise a plan whereby sinners, who are His enemies, can go to Heaven”.

Lewis Sperry Chafer:  Moody Monthly

One of the saddest times in ministry is doing a funeral for someone who did not know

Jesus.  And by “know,” I mean have a relationship with Jesus.  And by this I mean a

person has accepted Him as Savior, put their trust in Him, repented of their sin,

confessed Him as Lord, been immersed in water for the forgiveness of sin, received

the Holy Spirit and was/is living a life intentionally to honor Him.  When I hear all the

relatives talk about the departed as someone who is in heaven – but there is NO

EVIDENCE to hope for that- it is sad day indeed when so many are self-deceived!



One of the first things that comes to my mind is a quote from C. S. Lewis:

“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are

half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite

joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a

slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.

We are far too easily pleased.”

         C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory, and Other Addresses

You hear all kinds of things about how to get to Heaven.

A favorite song of mine from a few years ago by Audio Adrenaline was called “Big

House,” and I am not sure they have it quite right.

Chorus: It’s a big, big house,

with lots and lots a room.

It’s a big, big table,

with lots and lots of food.

It’s a big, big yard,

where we can play football.  (Should be in the Bible, BUT mention UofM)

A big, big house,

it’s my Father’s house.

Jews in Jesus’ time would use Heaven as a substitute for the name “God”   Matthew

calls the Kingdom of God:  the Kingdom of Heaven.  Some people see Seven Heavens;

and there was the Apostle Paul’s “third heaven.”

We could use folklore and superstition, or pop music, but the only true source of

information for our query is God’s Holy Word, the Bible.

Heaven in the Bible is described as:

I.   A Place

A.  For the Faithful

“It is not talking but walking that will bring us to heaven,”  said Matthew Henry.



John Newton, author of Amazing Grace said, “When I get to heaven, I shall see three

wonders there:  The first wonder will be to see whom I did not expect to see; the

second wonder will be to miss many people whom I did expect to see; the third and

greatest of all will be to find myself there.”

Heaven is the eternal home for believers.  It is a place: “I go to prepare a place,”

Jesus said.  It is a place where we are to store up treasures - Matthew 6:20.

There will be people there from every nation, tribe, people and language group.

Angels, martyrs, the four living creatures saying:  holy, holy, holy, and the 24 elders will all be

there!

B.  Where God Dwells

Heaven is where God is (transcendence).  Jesus even says,  “our Father who art in

heaven.”  But He also is in our hearts – immanent (Emmanuel, historically; H.S. - now)

Revelation 21:10-21 ESV  10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high

mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from

God,  11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,

clear as crystal.  12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve

angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were

inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three

gates, and on the west three gates.  14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,

and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  15 And the one

who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and

walls.  16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured

the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia (1380 ft).  Its length and width and height are

equal.  17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits (216 ft) by human measurement, which

is also an angel's measurement.  18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was

pure gold, like clear glass.  19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned

with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate,

the fourth emerald,  20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the

eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth

amethyst.  21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a

single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

Heaven is a place beyond words!!!



Donald Guthrie’s book, New Testament Theology has this provocative comment about

heaven:

“In the OT there are many references to heaven as the abode of God, and this is an

important factor in the NT (cf. such passages as Is. 63:15; Ne. 1:4; Dn. 2:37-44).  The

root idea of habitation is in all the words used of heaven in both the OT and NT.  We

shall not expect, however, to find a description of a place, so much as the presence of

a person.”

Heaven in the Bible is described as:

II.   An Attitude

In heaven there will be an attitude:

A.  of Joy

In Heaven there will be no more:

1.  Death  -  because there is no aging, no decay, no disease, no pain.

2.  Separation/grief

We will be joyful because we are finally with, and fully focused on, our Lord and

Savior.  Jesus has gone on before to prepare for us a REAL Homecoming.  This isn’t

a special day, but ETERNITY.

What a wonderful homecoming – When we all get to Heaven.

There will be No Sea it tells us in Revelation (nothing will separate us from God),

No Night (God will be our light).

Heaven in the Bible is described as an attitude

B.  of Rest

There will be no more:

1.  Labor (for things that do not last)

It is not that we will not be doing anything (riding on clouds).  It is what we are doing

there will not tire or bore us.  (This will be especially good for teenagers.)



There will be no more:

2.  Loss of sleep (We’ll be up all the time in an attitude of praise and service)

Never hungry, never thirsty, no scorching sun

time and energy will be used for more productive things like worship.

C.  of Worship

Revelation 19:1-9 ESV  1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a

great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power

belong to our God,   2 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great

prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the

blood of his servants.”

3 Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah!

The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped

God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!”

5 And from the throne came a voice saying,

“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.”

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many

waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah!

For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has

come, and his Bride has made herself ready;

8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the

marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of

God.”



If a person does not enjoy the worship and the services of the Lord (here), he no

doubt would be out of place in heaven.  (A.G. Hobbs, Jr.,  Christian Worker)

If you can’t stand long prayers, long Scripture readings, even long sermons, maybe it

is because you are not in the habit of having worship during the week.  Worship for a

Christian is not confined to a day, time or place.

Heaven in the Bible is described as:

III.  A Hope

Heaven is hope’s response to the cynic.

We have a sure hope of a:

A.  New Body

II Corinthians 5:1-10 ESV  1  For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the

heavens.  2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling,  3 if

indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.  4 For while we are still in this tent,

we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be

further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  5 He who has

prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.  6

So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body

we are away from the Lord,  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  8 Yes, we are of good

courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  9

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  10 For we

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive

what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

We have a certain hope that:

B.  Struggle Will Cease

All the words that describe activity that is utterly exhausting (straining, pressing on,

agonizing, etc.) will find no place in our existence in heaven.  We will have received

our crown of righteousness. We will have won the prize (contest)!

We have an amazing hope of:

C.  No More Pain



As a result of this new body and lack of struggle, we will have no more pain, in fact,

God will wipe out ALL:

1.  physical problems - you name it...

2.  emotional problems – rejection, isolation, every tear from our eyes

3.  spiritual problems – guilt, shame – only a positive, productive new life

     in the presence of Jesus the Lamb.

We will be completely whole and right with God.

Conclusion:  Heaven is described throughout the Bible.  John’s last communication

to the Church is the Book of Revelation.  John talks about how the Church longs to

be with God in heaven.  The NT canon ends by telling us of heaven and what to

expect of our soon and sudden-coming Lord.

Revelation 22:12-21 ESV  12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense

with me, to repay each one for what he has done.  13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,

the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  14 Blessed are those who wash their

robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the

city by the gates.  15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and

murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  16 “I,

Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am

the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  17 The Spirit and the

Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is

thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.  18 I warn

everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them,

God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away

from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree

of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.  20 He who testifies to

these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!   21 The

grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.

Donald Guthrie says, “Knowing God and knowing Jesus Christ is the main aim of

heavenly living.  Naturally this process begins in this life, but can reach its goal only

in eternal life.”  If we wait until Jesus returns to be right with God, it’s too late.  Paul

tells believers to wait for Christ’s coming from heaven (I Thess. 1:10; 4:16; II. Thess.

1:7).



The Bible clearly teaches everyone will live on forever after death.  AND there are

only two options (choices):

One choice is heaven - heaven is for those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and

Savior.

The other option is hell.  Hell is reserved for not only BAD people, but also people

who have DONE NOTHING and by doing nothing, I mean they have refused to

accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.

God offers His gift of grace, Jesus, to all; but if anyone rejects the gift,

he or she also rejects the Giver!

INVITATION...


