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Introduction:  In an effort to preserve the timing of his ministry, Jesus leaves

Judea...He wanted to go to Galilee.  Verse 4 says that Jesus had to go through

Samaria.  On his way there is an encounter at a well.  It was noon!

The encounter is with a Samaritan (woman).  The race card has been played.

After all is said and done, it does not matter who you are for Jesus.

Galatians 3:26-28 ESV  26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through

faith.  27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male

and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

In our text there is a discussion that takes place about two kinds of water.  Jesus

tells her what she really needs.  Then He tells her what he (God) wants...

John 4:25-26 ESV  25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he

who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.”  26 Jesus said to

her, “I who speak to you am he.”

Here in verse 26 Jesus admits who he is.  He is the Messiah.  This revelation

demands a response.

Jesus shows his disciples many are used (needed) in Kingdom work.  Some sow

the seed; others reap.

John 4:39-42 ESV  39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of

the woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.”  40 So when the Samaritans

came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.  41

And many more believed because of his word.  42 They said to the woman, “It is

no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for

ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

In the gospel of John there is always the tension between what we say we want

and what we really want.



(Adapted from Craddock Stories, p. 34)  “When I was a kid we lived on the edge of

town.  We had a barn, a lot of out buildings, 5 acres, fruit orchard, creek, big

walnut trees that stood beside the horseshoe drive near the house.  My four younger

brothers and I would play hide and seek.  It didn’t cost anything, and it provided

entertainment.

You remember how it goes.  Someone is “it” and has to count to 100 with eyes

closed.  Then they yell out “ready or not here I come”.

One time my brother Steve was it.  He’d start off counting OK, but you know what

happens.  He would say 1, 2, 3, 4 5, 6, 7, 93, 94.  I had great places I could hide,

and Steve could never find me.  He’d check everywhere...  Sometimes when he

was really far away I’d let out a yell.  But he could never figure out where I was.  I

snickered to myself, he’ll never find me, he’ll never find me.  Then it hit me...that

big dummy will never find me here.

So after a while I would stick out a toe or my hand and he’d say, “I see you” and

he’d beat me back to where he was free - and no longer “it”.  He’d laugh and say,

now, “you’re it”.

When I came out from my hiding place and brushed myself off, I would say:

“I guess you found me”.

What did I want?  What did I really want?  The very same thing as you.

Isn’t that true?

Did the Samaritan woman in our story get what she wanted-- what she really

wanted?  Self esteem is so very important.  A good self image is crucial to being

what God wants for us. - to be found, to be loved.

Jesus was asked an important question once.  Matthew 22:36-39 ESV   36 “Teacher,

which is the great commandment in the Law?”  37 And he said to him, “You shall

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

mind.  38 This is the great and first commandment.  39 And a second is like it: You

shall love your neighbor as yourself.

One other time Jesus was asked who is your neighbor-- Luke 10- Parable of the

Good Samaritan.  This certainly sounded like an oxymoron in a Jew’s ears.



The woman in our story was a Samaritan - a mongrel Jew in both blood and

religion.  She had been married 5 times and was living with a sixth man.  Lightfoot

tells us that “no Israelite should eat of anything that is a Samaritan’s for it would

be as if he was eating swine flesh.”, i.e. something that was unclean and forbidden.

Even knowing all this, Jesus entered into a life-changing dialogue with her.

Illus.  There was a young man once in S.S.M. who was really struggling in a lot

of areas, some might have called him a “lost cause,” but the church helped him

physically, finacially, and spiritually.  I met Hank at Lincoln and he became a

minister of the gospel, and the last I knew he was working on his doctoral degree.

I.  Jesus Can Use Anyone.
Jesus took the same attitude as Will Rogers (or maybe vice versa):  “There are no

such things as strangers.  They are just friends I haven’t met yet!”

John 4:39 ESV  39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the

woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.”

The town’s people were interested.  Jesus is able to use the common/profane to

accomplish sacred missions.  From a Jewish perspective the last person that the

Messiah would use in Kingdom work was a Samaritan Woman of questionable

reputation.

After all the broken relationships, the Samaritan woman must have been saying

to herself.  Well, maybe it’s me.  I’m no good- why should anyone care about me?

But Jesus cared about her and would use her to prepare an entire village for the gospel.

The good news then and now is that Jesus can use you and values you just the way

you are now.  God thought so much of the entire human race that He sent his only

son to die for our sins so that we might feel valuable again and be free from our past.

Jesus can use anyone even when it seems unlikely or impossible.  Coming into

contact with the Christ will result in a sense of real value in your life.  God loves

us so much.

II.  Jesus Redefines Our Lives.
All the Samaritan woman wanted was water -- or was it?  Or maybe she was like

we are.  Maybe she wanted something more satisfying, more lasting.  It is the

difference between water and living water!



John 4:10 ESV  10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is

that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would

have given you living water.”

Jesus knows not only what we really want, but also what we really need.

John 4:21-24 ESV  21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming

when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.  22

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is

from the Jews.   23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to

worship him.  24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit

and truth.”

We have a wonderful old building here and we are making improvements all the

time.  But you see our focus should be on the “condition of our minds” not just on

the condition of this campus.  Our spiritual life is dedicated to Him.  God is not

glorified by temples made with hands but by lives devoted to Him and His Will.

John 4:31-34 ESV  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi,

eat.”  32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”  33 So

the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?”  34

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish

his work.

Sometimes even the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus was really saying.  I

wonder why all the disciples felt they needed to go to town to get food.  It is so

easy to focus on the physical rather than spiritual issues.  We almost always take

time to eat a meal sometimes whether we are hungry or not.  Have you ever been

so involved in doing something that you forgot to eat.  I wish God’s word and

work so involved us that we could forget about our distractions.

John 4:35-36 ESV  35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the

harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for

harvest.   36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for

eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.

Physical harvest is 4 months away but there are people who are spiritually rotting

on the vine for lack of understanding and a vision on our part, TODAY.



Much of the contemporary church is housed in a building of one-way mirrors.

People who are starving for a word from God can see us inside gorging ourselves

-- but all we see is the reflection of ourselves in the glass.  Over the songs we sing

on Sunday, if you listen, you can hear the death sounds of the starving world

outside.  Some of us who have come into contact with the Christ at the wells in our

life-- now understand the importance of spiritual focus and the need to share

Jesus with others before it is too late.

John many times talks on two levels - the physical and the spiritual.  He constantly

uses what we call metaphor.  Regular water or living water....what is it you want?

We must put things in the proper perspective.  We must determine for ourselves

and for our families what really is important.

I.  Jesus can use anyone.

II.  Jesus redefines our lives.  He shows us what is really important.

III.  Jesus Gives New Direction/Purpose.

When we come into contact with Jesus Christ “the Messiah,” our Savior, priorities

are rearranged.

John 4:28-30 ESV  28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town

and said to the people,  29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can

this be the Christ?”  30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Nothing is any longer as important as telling others about Jesus.

Position Power (Influence) Money

You will never have any worthwhile life-purpose, or a sense of peace, until you

submit to Christ.  Eternal life begins here and now or not at all.

John 4:28-30 ESV  28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town

and said to the people,  29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can

this be the Christ?”  30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Spiritual fulfillment is forever-- physical satisfaction is temporary and lasts but a

short while.  As good as the best meal you can imagine is,  it is only temporary.



New direction in life cannot be borrowed, it has to be personal and developed

internally.

John 4:42 ESV  42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you

said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is

indeed the Savior of the world.”

A personal relationship with Christ is not because a friend believes, spouse believes,

or parent believes.

Faith has to be personal, and it is a personal decision.  Faith in Christ is not

vicariously lived out through the experience of others.  You must decide.  You must

experience Him yourself.  You must believe!

“In his own social interactions, Jesus was putting into practice “the great reversal”

heralded in the Beatitudes.  Normally in this world we look up to the rich, the

beautiful, the successful.  Grace, however, introduces a world of new logic.

Because God (also) loves the poor, the suffering, the persecuted, so should we.

Because God sees no undesirables, neither should we.

By his own example, Jesus challenges us to look at the world through what (a

church father by the name of) Irenaeus would call “grace-healed eyes.”

Conclusion:  In John 2:  Jesus purifies temple.

In John 3:  Jesus provides the understanding for purification.  He says, to enter

God’s Kingdom, you must be born of the Water and the Spirit.

Fred Craddock comments: “Just as Nicodemus struggled with understanding

physical birth and missed the birth from above, so the woman’s life in John 4 is

trapped in a non-satisfying, non-fulfilling cycle of filling and emptying water jars,

marrying, divorcing, and remarrying.  Whether life’s little rituals be religious or

secular, at the altar or at the town well, they are no substitute for knowing God.”



Craddock Stories, p.36 adapted...
I remember one night, sitting in a little rural church on a Sunday night.  It was a

summer meeting, so it was hot, and the window was open beside my pew.  The

minister was preaching on his favorite text, “Be not the first by whom the new is

tried, because a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush, and it’s better to be safe

than sorry, because fools rush in where angels fear to tread.”

I was listening to him drone away when a man came by the church building and

stopped by the window and said, “Psst, psst.”

I said, “What is it?  I’m listening to the sermon.”

He said, “Come with me.”

I said, “Where are you going?”

He said, “I know where there is a pearl of great price that’s more valuable than

all the other pearls in the world.”

I said, “There’s no such thing.”

He said, “In fact where I’m going, there is treasure buried in a field.”

I said, “You’re kidding!”

He said, “Where I’m going, bums are invited to sit down at the king’s table.”

I said, “That’s ridiculous.”

He said, “In fact, they give parties for prodigals who come home.”

I said, “That’s stupid.”

Well, I listened to the rest of the sermon and after it was over, I told the preacher

about how I was disturbed and that I hoped it didn’t upset him during the sermon.

He said, “Who was that?”

I said, “I don’t know.  Telling me all this fancy stuff.”

He said, “Well, was he getting anybody?”

And I said, “Well, none of our crowd went, but I noticed he had about twelve

others with him.”


