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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I have been reading a book by John Nugent en�tled Endangered Gospel.  Dr. Nugent is a professor at 

Great Lakes Chris�an College in Lansing, Michigan.  Let me share a large, but important quote from his 

book found on pages 123-24:  “…hubris is at work whenever someone chooses Jesus, but rejects the 

church.  When believers make Christ the center of their lives without par�cipa�ng in a local church, they 

are trying to act out of their own strength.  Jesus is head of the church, not the private Lord of pious    

individuals who want to live right and do good in this world.  God’s be1er world is made possible by the 

work of Christ, and it is made visible in the body of Christ.  We cannot seek first God’s kingdom without 

joining the people who embrace, display, and proclaim that kingdom. 

A Chris�an without a church is like a running back without a football team, a shortstop without a baseball 

team, a se1er without a volleyball team.  It isn’t enough for athletes to self iden�fy as a running back, a 

shortstop, or a se1er.  They must prac�ce and play with the team.  They must iden�fy with its victories 

and defeats, its cheers and jeers.  They must wear the team insignia, cooperate with their trainers, and 

adapt their play to the strengths and weaknesses of the team as a whole.” 

As we con�nue to try and make our online and Facebook presence even be1er, I fear there will be a    

tendency for some to se1le for a digital-world experience only for church.  I pray you resist that thought!  

As soon as you are able, we pray you will take the same reasonable risks you are probably taking by going 

to WalMart or the restaurant and even the doctor’s office.  We are prac�cing social distancing, good    

sanita�on, hand cleansing and masks while we are moving around others.  There is very minimal risk to 

your physical health if you a1end in-person services.  There is, however, a more serious risk to your     

spiritual health in con�nuing to stay away from in-person services and programs. 

John Nugent goes on to say:  “Not all congrega�ons require true commitment from their members, but 

that doesn’t let disciples off the hook (I Cor. 3:12-15).  Church leaders o>en worry that raising the     

standard will drive people away.  They are right.  Jesus had that effect on many people.  The strength of 

our witness depends on the strength of our life together:  they will know we are Chris�ans by our love for 

one another (John 13:35).  Church leaders usually don’t lower the bar because they want to, but because 

they fear a loss of numbers.  We need to encourage our leaders with eager involvement.” 

We are star�ng up Wednesday-Night Bible Study at the church building on September 2
nd

 at 7pm.  We 

will be studying the Thessalonian le1ers.  Our Children’s Church program starts again on September 6
th

 

and the Men’s Mentoring Group is restar�ng on September 13
th

.  There is a walk to support Bowling 

Green Pregnancy Center on Saturday, the 19
th

.  If you would like to send a pledge or sponsor me as I walk, 

let us know.  And finally on September 20
th

 during Adult Sunday School we will begin a verse-by-verse 

study of Proverbs (Old Testament).  Everything we have planned is to God’s glory and for your encourage-

ment and to help build you up.  Let’s all get involved in the life of the church inside and outside the walls 

of our building.  May our communi�es see Christ in us as we worship, study, work and play all for His glory. 

Blessings, Gary   
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Stewardship 

Stascs 

8/2/20 8/9/20 8/16/20 8/23/20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A1endance for in-person 

services. 37 45 53 37  

General Fund $2697.00 $3832.00 $2545.00 $2556.00-  

Weekly Budget $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71  

+ or— Budget $232.29 $1367.29 $80.29 $91.29  

Designated Giving      

      

      

Pregnancy Walk   $25.00   

      

Birthday Money $820.00     

      

Total Giving's $3517.00 $3832.00 $2570.00 $2556.00  

 

Total  Money And   

Average A�endance 

43 

$11630.00 

$9858.84 

$1771.16 

 

$820.00 

$25.00 

 

 

 

 

$12475.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those in Service 

Krause’s-Australia 

Lt. Col.  Elijah Ward – Fort Sill, OK. 

Ron Burkhart - Stateside 

Jon Walker - 180th TFW Ac�ve duty  

Michelle Metzger - Army Nat’l Guard 

Daryl Trail - U.S. Navy 

Aus�n Varela - Marines/Japan 

Luke Millican - USAF 

Gavin Varela - Marines/Hawaii 

Walker Polsinelli - Pakistan 

Remember our Shut-ins 

Janiece Stage - Heritage, Sco1 Hall 2 

Joanne Lehman - Wood Haven, Rm 106 

Prayer list connued 

Ned Wackler (Gary’s 93 yr. old uncle/hospital) 

Vicki & Ron (Gary’s cousins/Covid-19) 

God’s Surprises 
  Don’t assume that God will always work in your life the way he always 

has. A sunset is proof that God colors outside the lines. He has no status 

quo. Even the laws of nature are his to interrupt. As many �mes as 

you’ve prayed before, today may be the day when God sends the answer 

so swi>ly – so divinely – that you’re wind- burned. 

—Beth Moore 

Prayer List 

Skylar Kunz (doing well) 

Sco1 Fouts (home, but long recovery) 

Shawna Hoffman (Ed’s co-worker) 

The WORLD for racial reconcilia�on 

Dave Warner  

Dave Apple (healing/health) 

Janet Riesenbeck (recovery from sur-

gery that stretched her esophagus) 

Doris Rothenbuhler (Joann Euler’s sis) 

Brooke Harrison  

Krista Saylor (recovering from 2nd hip 

surgery/6-8 week recovery) 

Jim German (Jan Zulch’s brother/had 

cancerous voice box removed 7/8/20) 

Kevin Roe (gene�c blood disorder caus-

ing health issues) 

John Slaben (heart surgery recovery 

going well - Rick Bruielly’s nephew) 

Craig Fortney  

James and Karen Lyle 

Anna Tolles (home now) 

Becky Chamberlin (at home recovering 

from hip surgery) 

Becky Repasz (recent test revealed that 

her tumor is shrinking - Yeah!) 

Liegh Medina (surgery/broke leg) 

Family of Noah Vincent 

Family of Robert Smith 

Family of Tom Gordon 

 

Alpha & Omega 
God created this world, 
everything that it holds. 
And God s�ll is crea�ng 
as each day unfolds. 
What we once called the future, 
we now call the past. 
While the present is flee�ng, 
God stays – first and last! 
 

—Peggy Ferrell 
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September Sermons  

 

September 6  This is the Day of Judgment          John 3:16-21 

September 13  Today Is the Day of Salva�on          John 3:22-36 

September 20  You Find God in the Most Unusual Places        John 4:1-42 

September 27  It’s Time             Philippians 1:3-11 

 

♦ Board Meeting is scheduled for September 1, at 7:30pm. We will meet in Texas to allow 

for social distancing. All member are encouraged to a1end this mee�ng. 

 

♦ Wednesday Night Small Group will start mee�ng at the church on September 2. Our 

study will be the Thessalonian Le1ers. The study will also be available on Facebook Live. 

 

♦ Mission Moment will be September 6 with Don Williams of Ac�ve Chris�ans Today (ACT) 

 

♦ Adult Sunday School at 11:00am will start a study of Proverbs on September 20.     

Currently, we are discussing the history of the Restora�on Movement. 

 

♦ Men’s Mentoring Group will start on September 13th, 12:00 noon - 1:30pm. We’ll eat 

lunch then look at chapter 7 of “Le�ers to the Church” by Francis Chan. 

Witnesses at Work 

  It is at work more than at church that the real moral – and immoral – decisions are being 

rendered about the health of our planet, our bodies, our children, our very souls. 

  Work is the adult arena for spiritual decision-making, whether we are talking about the 

waste our species spews into the earth, or the violence and ��lla�ng sex that dominates 

our television programming, or the inane poli�cal issues that get raised to fever pitch in   

order to drown out the real issues. It is in our work … that the moral issues of our lives play 

out. And … it is in our work that spirituality itself will be redeemed. 

—Ma1hew Fox, Confessions  
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When God Crosses Our Paths 

  Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing 

our paths and canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and            

pe��ons.” Last spring, the whole world had plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and 

then by God “sending us people with claims and pe��ons.” Some needed prayers 

for healing or for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others 

serving long hours needed support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. 

Parents working remotely while helping kids with distance-learning needed      

encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work s�ll required dona�ons.  

  Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or wearing a face 

mask could be a ministry. Or that sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. 

Or that buying takeout from a local restaurant can be a gi> to the owners. When 

our calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways – both to be with us 

and to nudge us toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 

BOWLING GREEN PREGNANCY CENTER (BGPC)  

FUNDRAISER FESTIVAL & WALK  

Saturday, September 19, 10am-2pm  

Bowling Green City Park.  

Rain or Shine 

www.bgpcfuntest.com 

 

If you want to give to this worthy cause you can: 

∗ Give dona�on to Gary 

∗ Send email to church@westonchurchofchrist.org  

     with your name, address and amount you wish to donate and we will send  

     that info to BGPC so they can send you a bill. 

∗ Donate directly to the BGPC at 531 Ridge St, Bowling Green, OH 43402 
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“Every tomorrow has two handles. We can take hold of it 

with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.” 

—Henry Ward Beecher 

 

“When we long for life without difficul�es, remind us 

that oaks grow strong in contrary winds and diamonds 

are made under pressure.” 

—Peter Marshall 

 

“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never 

cease to grow.” 

—Anthony J. D’Angelo 
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1 Kay Tolles 

3 Kim Huffman 

6 Spencer Bechstein 

6 Sydney Mazey 

6 Chrissy Soto 

10 Dan Murphy 

11 Garland “Joey” Brown III  

14 Wendell Wohler 

14 Jerry Snyder 

16 Carl Murphy 

19 Tom Zulch 

21 Larry Frost 

23 Mike Murphy 

24 Kurt Mazey 

25 Amanda Mazey 

25 Amy Soto 

18 Derrick & Amber Saylor 

20 Ron & Brenda Bechstein 

One All-Important Word 

  Some�mes one word makes all the difference. In John 14:16, when Jesus promises the disciples that God will send the Holy Spirit, 

he doesn’t say “the” Helper or “a” Helper but “another” Helper. For there to be “another” of something, we must already be famil-

iar with a first of that thing. Jesus has been, for the disciples, their first Helper. They already “know him for he dwells with 

[them]” (verse 17, ESV). 

  When my infant son was to start full-�me daycare, the transi�on went quite smoothly. That’s because his “new” caregiver wasn’t 

new at all: She was Grandma! The sense that my son would be in the hands of another family member he already knew eased the 

handoff for Mama and baby alike. 

  Not all parents have access to that type of situa�on, but the caregiving arrangement Jesus provided his disciples is available to all. 

Even when Jesus is no longer physically with us, another who loves us just as much — another we already know and whose truth 

we’ve seen in Jesus — is here. We’re in good hands. 

—Heidi Mann 

Time for a Pop Quiz! 

  Tests don’t end once you finish school. Churchgoers of all ages can regularly conduct these quick assessments: 

• The worship test: Do I faithfully a1end worship services and Bible studies? 

• The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” Chris�an? Do condi�ons that wouldn’t keep me from work keep me from church? 

• The work test: Am I willing to put my talents to use for my church? Can the congrega�on count on me to help however possi-

ble, or am I too busy elsewhere? 

• The wallet test: Do I regularly contribute or �the? Am I giving my “first fruits” to God so the church can conduct his work? 

Phyllis Betz sends her thanks to everyone who 

helped her celebrate her 90th birthday. She loved 

the parade, cards, flowers, 

balloons and prayers. She 

was truly surprised and blown 

away by her family, friends 

and church family. 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 5 
  

  
 
 
 

 

Board Meeng 

7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Small Group  

at the church 

Thessalonian le1ers 

   
 
 
 

 

 

7:00 Let It Rise  

Band Prac�ce 

   

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

Mission Moment with 

Don Williams/ACT 

 Labor Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Small Group  

at the church 

Thessalonian le1ers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Let It Rise  

Band Prac�ce 

.Patriot Day  

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

 

Men’s Mentoring 

Group 12-1:30pm 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Small Group  

at the church 

Thessalonian le1ers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Let It Rise  

Band Practice 

 

 

 

 

10am-2pm 

Bowling Green 

Pregnancy 

Center Walk 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  

 

9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

  1st day of autumn 

 

 

 

 

October  

Newsle1er  

ar�cles due 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Small Group  

at the church 

Thessalonian le1ers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Let It Rise  

Band Prac�ce 

   
 
 

 

27 28 29 30    
9:30am Worship   

11:00AM Adult S.S. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Small Group  

at the church 

Thessalonian le1ers 
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Weston Church of Christ 
PO Box 344 
13355 Center Street 
Weston, Ohio 43569 

Sunday Worship Times 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:45am Sunday School 

Weston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston Witness 

The purpose of the Weston Church of Christ is to glorify God by reaching the lost,  

strengthening the saved and serving as one body for Jesus Christ our Lord. 

October newsle1er ar�cles due Tuesday, September 22 

Minister: Gary L. Wackler, 336-280-5311 

Elders: Ed Tolles, 419-409-1622;  

            John McKenzie, 419-806-5775 

            Bob Walker, 419-262-8006 

Email us at: church@westonchurchofchrist.org 

Website: westonchurchofchrist.org 

Check us out on Facebook 

September 2020 

Pat Higley, Editor 

Church: 419-669-3895 

 

 

 

 

 


