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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Have you ever thought about habits and how they affect our lives?  There are good habits and bad habits.  

Most people would say I need to do this or that to correct a bad habit.  About thirty-five years ago, I used to 

smoke.  At the &me, I thoroughly enjoyed smoking cigare(es, a pipe, and the occasional cigar.  I even gave out 

“real” cigars when our first-born, David, came on the scene in 1975.  They were 25 cents a piece.  A habit can 

be very expensive to maintain monetarily.  But some habits do not seemingly cost much of anything, but then 

things are not always what they appear. 

Let me suggest to you some habits that will serve you well not only now, but in the future.  According to     

researchers at Duke University, habits account for about 40 percent of our behaviors on any given day.  And 

the kind of habits we develop will be a good indicator of how our lives will go.  Give to others, Pray, worship 

God, and think about your path in life.  Where are you going, and how do you plan on ge8ng there?  We need 

to focus and shape our habits to serve God’s purposes (and hopefully ours) by keeping our focus on the      

spiritual.  I Timothy 4:8 ESV  
8 

for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it 

holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 

 

A few of us have put on a few lbs. over these last 10 months, and we blame COVID-19, but the real problem is 

we haven’t been ea&ng the right kind of foods or maybe too much food coupled with less physical ac&vity.  All 

of us know how we can correct this habit we have obtained, but will we?  Time will tell.  Others have           

developed another habit of watching our worship on TV.  While we have certainly improved that experience 

from when we did all our videos on my IPhone,  I worry about how some may develop a habit of doing 

“couch/chair church” once the perceived danger of physically gathering together passes.  We may want to 

have a special “Pajama Sunday” in the future to help break this habit we’ve acquired.   

 

From “It’s Time,” a sermon from last Sunday (1/24) - Paul describes the Philippians as “par&cipants, partners, 

partakers, sharers” all coming from the word koinonia that can also be rendered fellowship and communion in 

other contexts.  The word “fellowship” has certainly lost much of its meaning over the years.  “For the church 

today to announce a mee&ng for the purpose of fellowship is in essence many 	mes to promise all a(ending 

that there will be no serious business, no worship, no work.” (Craddock) - maybe just PIE!  But our fellowship 

is important, and it will cost us something, but what an investment! 

 

We have been very safe throughout this COVID journey, and I invite you to come back to in-person worship as 

soon as you can.  Let’s get back to some old, but helpful habits.  “Let’s Be Busy While We Wait.”             

Psalm 122:1 ESV  1   I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LEFG!” 

Hope to see you this Sunday.  Invite a friend. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

Gary 
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Stewardship 

Sta#s#cs 

1/03/21 1/10/21 1/17/21 1/24/21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A(endance for in-person 

services. 32 36 41 41  

General Fund $2233.00 $3885.00 $1144.00 $1074.00  

Weekly Budget $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71 $2464.71  

+ or— Budget ($231.71) $1420.29 ($1320.71) ($1390.71)  

Designated Giving      

Janiece Stage Memorial $130.00 $25.00 $225.00   

      

Dave Apple Memorial $340.00 $100.00  $50.00  

      

Birthday Money $20.00     

      

Total Giving's $2723.00 $4010.00 $1369.00 $1124.00  

 

Total  Money And   

Average A-endance 

37 

$8336.00 

$9858.84 

($1522.84) 

 

$20.00 

$490.00 

$380.00 

 

 

 

$9226.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those in Service 

Krause’s-Australia/Philippines 

Lt. Col.  Elijah Ward – Fort OK. 

Ron Burkhart - Stateside 

Jon Walker - 180th TFW Ac&ve duty  

Michelle Metzger - Army Nat’l Guard 

Daryl Trail - U.S. Navy 

Aus&n Varela - Marines/Japan 

Luke Millican - USAF 

Gavin Varela - Marines/Hawaii 

Walker Polsinelli - Pakistan 

Remember our Shut-ins 

Joanne Lehman - Wood Haven, Rm 106 

Prayer list con#nued 

Kay Tolles 

Family of Janiece Stage 

Family of Jamie Ruffner  

Family of Becky Klingshirn 

Family of Jerry Prowant 

Leighan Yarger (recovery/rotator cup surgery) 

Family of Peggy Supinger 

Juanita Spaulding (cataract surgery on other eye/

Feb. 2 ) 

Judy Barnes (Covid-19) 

Jan Finn (ankle surgery Jan. 26) 

Darlene Ellefson (friend of Gary and Teresa/

recovery from a broken femur) 

Megan Brown (surgery on Feb. 2) 

Special Dates In February: 

• Board Mee&ng, 2nd 

• Mission Moment, 7th 

• Fellowship Break, 7th 

• Transfigura&on Sunday, 14th 

• Men’s Mentoring, 14th 

• Valen&ne’s Day, 14th 

• Presidents Day, 15th 

 

Prayer List 

The WORLD for racial reconcilia&on 

Government Leaders 

Sco( Fouts (home, but long recovery) 

Dave Warner  

Doris Rothenbuhler (Joann Euler’s sis) 

Brooke Harrison (no chemo needed) 

Kim Huffman (prostate cancer concerns) 

Linda Fortney (health issues) 

Julie Chesney (cancer spread to bones) 

Tom Hall (surgery went well) 

Andrew Strickland (heart a(ack) 

Kevin & Melissa Comstock (prayers) 

Godrick (5 yr. old with brain cancer/not 

doing well) 

Charlo(e Travis 

Ed Tankersley (Deb’s brother-in-law, in 

hospital for cancer complica&ons) 

Larry Biscarner (Nancy Snyder’s brother 

has prostate cancer) 

Caleb Wisniewski (Hodgkin’s Lymphoma) 

Duane Miller (finished radia&on, pray 

for con&nued healing) 

John’s sister, Paula (herniated disc) 

Russ Harshberger (celluli&s) 

Kevin Roe (wound treatment) 

Diana Betz 

A Daily Prayer 
 

Whatever happens today, dear Lord, 

help us remember that you are present. 

If we find ourselves in the shadows of 

disappointment or rejection or pain, let 

us see your comforting light. If we’re in 

the radiant light of success or acceptance 

or wholeness, may we acknowledge 

your providence and grace. Wherever 

we are, grant us the assurance of your 

nearness. Amen. 
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February Sermons  

February 7  What the Bible Says about Heaven   John 14:1-3 

February 14  You Can Tell Who Are God’s People   John 14:15-31  

February 21  Abiding in Christ      John 15:1-11 

February 28  How to Be a Friend     John 15:9-17 

      

Tuesday,	February	2nd	@	7:30pm	

We	still	need	greeters	for	Sunday	mornings.	

There	is	no	physical	contact,	just	greeting	

with	a	smile	and	‘good	morning’.	

	

Can	you	give	Tanya	a	break	and	sign	up	to	be	

the	Pre-School	teacher	one	morning?	

		

Would	you	like	to	prepare	the	communion	

baggies?	Deb	has	been	doing	it	every	week.	

	

Think	about	how	you’re	spending	your	time!	

Small Group 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

Men’s Mentoring Group 

Sunday, February 14th 

12:00 - 1:30pm 

“Hard	Sayings	of	Jesus”	

by	F.	F.	Bruce	

We	are	studying	Hebrews	.	

Come	join	us	live	or	on	Facebook!	

The Soul of Christianity 

 

A Christ-centered life does not mean a life in 

which one sings hymns, reads Scripture and 

edifies his neighbors by hanging texts on 

the walls. One does not become a Christian 

by doing a good deed a day, nor by  

go-getting for religion, nor by engaging in 

economic and political reform movements, 

even though these things are done from the 

noblest of human motives. A Christian is one 

who, believing that Christ is the Son of God, 

has that Christ-life in his soul. 

—Fulton Sheen	
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PARTNERSHIP WITH JUST FOR YOU - RESALE SHOP IN GRAND RAPIDS, OH 419-832-7520 

 

The Otsego Food Pantry ( OFP) has partnered with “Just for You” to provide clothing 

and household goods to those in need. If you have good quality clothing or household 

goods/small appliances/furniture - take it to Just for You in Grand Rapids and donate it 

in the name of The Otsego Food Pantry. When your items sell, 40% of the sale will go 

to the OFP account. We can then use those funds to help individuals in need.  

If you have ques&ons call the OFP at 419-830-1051. 

Mission Moment for February 

HerChoice 

Here is a copy of their latest blog posted on January 21st. 

Wakeup Call by Rochelle Sikora. 

Not every client interac&on leaves me feeling like I made a difference, like I touched a life with the love of 

Jesus, but some do. And those experiences are indelibly imprinted in my heart and mind and inspire me to 

never give up hope that God is using us here at the Pregnancy Center to share his love. 

 

The other day a young woman came in (we’ll call her Carrie) seeking a pregnancy test. She was a college 

student, and the poten&al father was not someone she was in a serious rela&onship with. Carrie was      

visibly nervous and was undecided what she would do if the test turned up posi&ve. The privilege of   

si8ng with someone in that moment when life gets real is one I will never take for granted. I know it takes 

courage to walk through our door and the enormous weight they feel knowing that when they walk out 

that same door, life could poten&ally never be the same going forward. So, as Jenna and I sat and talked 

with Carrie, I did all I could to create a safe space for her in this moment. 

 

When the test result came back nega&ve, Carrie exhaled a sigh of relief from her lungs (and her soul, I    

imagine). We shared that perhaps this experience provides a great opportunity to reevaluate some of the  

decisions she has been making. She nodded, probably wan&ng to avoid some lecture. She did take me up 

on my offer to pray for her, for which I was grateful. When I had finished praying and opened my eyes,  

Carrie was in tears. 

 

She opened up and share that she thought maybe this was God’s wakeup call for her life. She expressed an 

unfortunately all-to-common sen&ment of feeling too ashamed to walk through the doors of a church. I 

reassured her of God’s uncondi&onal love for her and shed a few tears myself. (It is part of my personality 

that nobody cries alone in my presence.) Jenna and I gave her a Bible and the names of some campus   

ministries and local churches that she could connect with. Most importantly, we encouraged her to pray, 

to call out to God and tell him how she feels, because he is the God who sees (Gen. 16:13) 

 

I have no idea if Carrie will do anything with what God has been s&rring up in her heart. Jenna has a(empt-

ed to follow up with her but has received no response. But I know for me, that encounter was a divine   

appointment and one that I will not soon forget. 
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The Parable of the Lost Ring 
 

Only three years after Paula and Joe Walter married, her wedding ring was lost as she played 

catch with their son. Naturally, she was heartbroken. Over the years, whenever family and friends 

gathered in the back yard, she urged everyone to look for the ring — but to no avail. Because the 

yard borders on woods, Paula feared the ring had flown into the trees, never to be seen again. 

But just before the couple’s 40th anniversary, landscapers hired to do work in the yard brought 

her a surprise: They’d found the ring — right where Paula had been playing with her child so long 

ago! Like the woman in Jesus’ parable who finally found her lost coin (Luke 15:8-10), Paula       

rejoiced. God too searches until every person who has strayed or been flung away from the faith 

is found. 

Sometimes the place we rediscover faith is right where we’ve looked before. What makes the   

difference? A different person helping us search? Light shining in a different way? We may never 

know. We simply rejoice — and so does God. 

—Heidi Mann 

The Power of Love 

By comparing love to everything from oxygen and fire to wind and war, songs 

and poetry emphasize its immense power — for good or for ill. Christian author 

Patrick Morley uses metaphors that focus on love’s practicality in everyday life: 

“Love is the glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps us from rubbing 

each other the wrong way.” He also calls love “the WD-40 of relationships”    

because it “can seep into tight places where logic, threats and even promises 

just can’t seem to penetrate.” 

St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that love not only eases friction in     

personal interactions but, with God’s help, can change hearts and lives. “Love all [people], even 

your enemies,” he advises. “Love them, not because they are your brothers, but that they may 

become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fraternal love, both for him who is already 

your brother and for your enemy, that he may by loving become your brother.” 
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Always Choose Love 
 

God wants us to choose to love him freely, even when that choice involves pain, because we are 

committed to him, not to our own good feelings and rewards. He wants us to cleave to him, as Job 

did, even when we have every reason to deny him hotly. That, I believe, is the central message of Job. 

Satan had taunted God with the accusation that humans are not truly free. Was Job being faithful 

simply because God had allowed him a prosperous life? Job’s fiery trials proved the answer beyond 

doubt. Job clung to God’s justice when he was the best example in history of God’s apparent          

injustice. He did not seek the Giver because of his gifts; when all gifts were removed, he still sought 

the Giver. 

--Philip Yancey, Where Is God When It Hurts? 

An Interlocking Community 
 

Christ distributes courage through community; he dissipates doubts through fellowship. He never 

deposits all knowledge in one person but distributes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you 

interlock your understanding with mine, and we share our discoveries, when we mix, mingle, confess 

and pray, Christ speaks. 

—Max Lucado, Fearless 

 

The Gift of Desperation 
 

In a 2012 interview with NPR, author Anne Lamott shared: “I’ve heard people say that God is the gift 

of desperation, and there’s a lot to be said for having really reached a bottom where you’ve run out 

of anymore good ideas, or plans for everybody else’s behavior; or how to save and fix and rescue; or 

just get out of a huge mess, possibly of your own creation. And when you’re done, you may take a 

long, quavering breath and say, ‘Help.’”  

Amid the pandemic and life’s other, more typical trials of life, have you found a silver lining — a gift 

that has arisen out of your desperation? Sometimes we’re more open to God during times of struggle 

than when all flows smoothly. As long as we think our ideas and plans for ourselves and our loved 

ones are pretty good, we don’t feel we need a Savior. But when life is so challenging that we call to 

God for help, “the gift of [that] desperation” is finding that God’s loving arms have embraced and 

strengthened us all along. 
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 4  John & Cathy DuBois 

15 Bob & Peggy Walker 

22 Ed & Tanya Tolles 

LOVE BITES 
 

Retailers eager 

to capture some 

of the $20 billion 

that Americans 

spend every year for Valentine’s Day gifts 

are moving beyond candy and flowers. For 

an outside-the-box edible present for that 

special someone, now you can purchase a 

bouquet of bacon roses, pickles or even   

Olive Garden breadsticks. If money is tight, 

you can visit Waffle House on February 14, 

the one night it takes reservations. 

  

Last year, a most unusual Valentine’s Day 

promotion had no takers. A reptile park in 

Mosca, Colorado, offered a two-for-one deal 

on gator-wrestling classes, but no one 

“snapped” up the opportunity. Maybe another 

heart-shaped box of chocolates isn’t such a 

bad idea after all! 

 

2 Stephanee Wohler 

6 Gene Mazey 

12 Jim Clark 

14 Phyllis Murphy 

15 Tyler Foster 

16 Steve Murphy 

20 Leighan Yarger 

22 Tanya Tolles 

25 Joann Euler 
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 FEBRUARY 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  

  

 

 

 

 

Board Mee&ng 

7:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Small Group  

Hebrews 

7:00pm  

   
 
 
 

 

 

7:00pm Let It Rise 

Band Prac&ce 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:30am Worship     

Mission Moment 

with Jenna Barre( 

Her Choice 

11:00am Adult S.S. 

Fellowship Break 

Feed His Sheep 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders Mee&ng 

6:00pm 

  

 

 

 

 

Small Group  

Hebrews 

7:00pm  

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:00pm Let It Rise  

Band Prac&ce 

  

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 

Transfigura&on 

 

Men’s Mentoring 

Group 12-1:30pm 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Group  

Hebrews 

7:00pm  

  

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Let It Rise  

Band Practice 

 

 

 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 
 

   

 

March Newsle-er 

ar#cles deadline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Group  

Hebrews 

7:00pm  

  

 

 

 

 
7:00pm Let It Rise  

Band Practice 

   
 
 

 

28       
9:30am Worship    

11:00am Adult S.S. 
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Weston Church of Christ 

PO Box 344 

13355 Center Street 

Weston, Ohio 43569 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:30am Worship Service 

10:45am Sunday School 

Weston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston WitnessWeston Witness 

The purpose of the Weston Church of Christ is to glorify God by reaching the lost,  

strengthening the saved and serving as one body for Jesus Christ our Lord. 

March newsle(er ar&cles due Tuesday, February 23 

Minister: Gary L. Wackler, 336-280-5311 

Elders: Ed Tolles, 419-409-1622;  

            John McKenzie, 419-806-5775 

            Bob Walker, 419-262-8006 

Email us at: church@westonchurchofchrist.org 

Website: westonchurchofchrist.org 

Check us out on Facebook 

February 2021 

Pat Higley, Editor 

Church: 419-669-3895 

 


