
John 3:19-20 ESV  19 And this is the judgment (verdict, NIV): the light has come

into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their

works were evil.  20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does

not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.

That’s one reason why people don’t come to church.  You will also notice that evil

hates the light.  There is danger in darkness. Most children sense that.  Light

takes away the fear.  Sometimes night lights help, or putting 2 in a room may

provide comfort.  Children get used to darkness, though, as they grow older.

Sometimes you can feel better when you close your eyes to the darkness.  It’s not

lighter then, you just feel better.

We need to have a healthy respect for darkness, and when things start growing

dimmer we need to open our eyes and check our direction.

The mission of Jesus is summed up as light, and the world (Satan’s realm) is seen

as darkness.  The gospel, if it penetrates the world, can bring about a spiritual

transformation, a change in attitude, a change in our thinking that carries with it

a totally new set of ethical values.

Darkness is directly linked with evil deeds.  To turn deliberately away from

darkness is therefore to turn away from Evil.  Jesus says He who follows me will

not walk (conduct his life) in darkness.  There is no room for compromise for

John.  John presents Jesus as giving men no choice.  We must follow, or suffer the

consequences.

Jesus contrasts His, as of yet mute, followers with the world.   John 7:7 ESV  7 The

world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil.

It is clear then that Jesus conceived of His mission as precipitating a moral crisis.

His followers could no longer live with the same moral standards and purpose as

the world.

John 8:21-30 ESV  21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will

seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”  22 So

the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot

come’?”  23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of

this world; I am not of this world.  24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for

unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.”



25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been

telling you from the beginning.  26 I have much to say about you and much to judge,

but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from

him.”  27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the

Father.  28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then

you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak

just as the Father taught me.  29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me

alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.”  30 As he was saying

these things, many believed in him.

This Scripture makes it quite clear God is reliable to save or damn.

Not everyone is going to be saved  (vv. 23-24).

As Christians we are obligated to be a light for a dark world.  We must be examples

for the lost.  From prison, Paul informs the church:

Philippians 2:14-16 ESV  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing,  15 that

you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst

of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the

world,  16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be

proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.

Speaking to those who would follow, Jesus said: Matthew 5:14 ESV  14 “You are

the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Even though the idea of the speed of light being always exactly the same has been

brought into question, Christ remains our only constant: the Light of the World.

He is dependable, always the same.  Open His word and receive the light it offers.

I implore you, obey Jesus’ words!

Conclusion:  Many people reject Jesus because they love the darkness.  Look

at Jesus’ words here:  John 3:19-21 ESV  19 And this is the judgment: the light has

come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because

their works were evil.  20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and

does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever does

what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have

been carried out in God.”



Many today have put their faith in a god of their own imagination and making.

They have created him out of their own ignorance.  Listen to what Dr. Martyn

Lloyd-Jones says:  “Their god is something which they created themselves, a

being who is always prepared to oblige and excuse them.  They do not worship

him with awe and respect, indeed they do not worship him at all.  They reveal that

their so-called god is no god at all in their talk.  For they are forever saying that

‘they simply cannot believe that God will punish the unrepentant sinner to all

eternity, and this and that.’  They cannot believe that God will do so, therefore,

they draw the conclusion that God does not and will not.  In other words, God

does what they believe he ought to do or not do.  What a false and blasphemous

conception of God!  How utterly untrue and unworthy!  Such is the new paganism

of today.”

Truth can always be found in God’s Word - the Bible

John 8:30 tells about Jesus,  30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.

How about you?  In whom are you putting your faith?

Jesus is the only One who will give true life, eternal life.

If you are not a Christian, the challenge is clear:  you must follow Jesus,

you must change your direction in life and repent of your sins.

In verse 24 of chapter 8:  24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless

you believe that I am he (i.e. the Light of the World sent from God) you will die in

your sins.”

Please place your faith in Jesus so He can save you.  This faith, and repentance

that is a result, demands we follow Jesus and be baptized for the forgiveness of all

of our sins, and then FOLLOW HIM, the Light of the world.


