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My sermon this morning is an overview of Romans 8.  We will certainly drill

down and look at a number of other ideas and perspectives in the weeks ahead.

We are most definitely going to look at what winning in a spiritual context looks

like.

(30 seconds of silence) - looking at phone...

The Psalmist reminds us to:  “Be still (calm, quiet, don’t do a thing) and know

that I am God”.

The only way we will ever be winners is if we get in tune and in step with God.

“We Can Win.” Everybody likes to win, don’t they?

You have heard the old expression:

“It’s not whether you win or lose that counts, it’s how you play the game.”

(laughter) Generally my answer is - If  you’re not playing to win, WHY BOTHER?

The Christian life is like that - but IT IS HOW YOU PLAY THE GAME.  And you

should still play to win.  If you are a Christian, you can win because you have the

power of God’s Spirit within you.  No matter in what area of your life you are

having difficulty, God can help you win.

The Bible reads in II Timothy 1:7 ESV  7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear

(timidity, NIV; Greek Interlinear - cowardice) but of power and love and self-

control.

Jesus tells his disciples:  John 15:5 ESV  5 I am the vine; you are the branches.

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from

me you can do nothing.

It is clear that we obtain power and even skill from God’s Spirit, but for what

purpose?

So we can be productive and SO WE CAN WIN!

I.  We Have Power To Wait  (Romans 8:18-25).



Power many times sounds like an aggressive trait, but the Word of God insists

that sometimes “power” is active in delay and waiting and full of patience.

Romans 8:18-25 ESV Future Glory

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing

with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the creation waits with eager

longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the

freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole

creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23 And

not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our

bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For

who hopes for what he sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for

it with patience.

A.  The creation is waiting (v. 19).

We may be surprised to see who these sons of God are.

This eager watching on the part of God’s creation is different from irrational

waiting as in Samuel Beckett’s play “Waiting For Godot” (En Attendant Godot).

One of the play’s characters at the end takes the rope that had served as a belt

for his pants and hangs himself because he can find no meaning or purpose even

in waiting.  All hope has vanished and is replaced by utter despair - because

Godot (God) never comes.

But, God (Jesus) did come to earth after 400 years of prophetic silence.  A second

and final coming has been promised, and make no mistake, God keeps His word!

FOR THE CHRISTIAN THERE IS HOPE!

B.  After waiting, God’s children will be liberated (v. 21)!

Many people are killing time before time kills them - we are always so very busy,

schedules packed full and rarely a Sabbath to focus on God.  But the question is:

Are we busy about important things?  Agendas that are really life-giving?



We sit and watch another rerun on television while someone goes to bed hungry.

We buy our kids $100.00 shoes that will either wear out or be out of style in 6

months, while some children do not even have one good pair of shoes.  We watch

our third football game of the day on New Year’s Day while some are confined to

a room in the nursing home wondering if anyone will visit them this year.

Praise God, there will come a day when there will be no more pain, no more

tears, and never ending day,  no more decay - just never ending worship and

praise for our REDEEMER AND LORD.

In a world where most love is conditional, it is refreshing and exhilarating to

know that God loves us unconditionally.

C.  We wait eagerly for the redemption of our bodies (v.23).

Part of even the Church’s problem is that some grow weary or lose heart in the

waiting and fall into despair.  In suicide prevention, life is preserved many times

by having people wait until things look better.  Many times, however, in our world

things never look good for some.  Some like Jean Paul Sartre who wrote a play

called “No Exit” compares our relationships with people to HELL.  Some of

these so-called enlightened thinkers would embrace suicide as the ultimate

experience.  But interviews are extremely scarce with suicide victims to find out if

their speculations are true.

Illus.  A few years back, an Illinois State University coed plunged 18 floors to

her death from her dormitory window.  As this student’s parents were pounding

on the door to her room, pleading with her to open the door - the daughter of the

Harris family - lit herself on fire and jumped.

DESPAIR - NO HOPE - NO REASON TO WAIT

Why not get it over with and save all that pain, that pain of loneliness and isolation

- that no one cares?  Also, a few years ago, an elderly couple in Florida both

jumped to their death 17 floors. BUT, SOMEONE DOES CARE!

JESUS CARES (he died for us)

GOD CARES (He wants to adopt us)

D.  We (need to) wait patiently for God’s plan to be revealed.



A Christian’s waiting is patient and in hope - We live in hope that Jesus Christ’s

resurrection will be duplicated again and again in his children.  AND WAITING

does not mean meaningless inactivity.  It does not mean inactivity at all.  This is

not just waiting around or hanging out.  WHAT IT IS: is waiting for God to act in

both history and the end-times.  He is coming again for those who both watch and

wait faithfully, and for those who are prepared.  While we are at it, we also

should be busy “about our Father’s business”.

We can win because . . .

II.  We Have Power To Know God.

Karl Barth said “We know not some concrete, visible, corporal divine thing.  If

that were the object of our knowledge, God would not be God.”

And God is certainly not an improvement of us - some cosmic Super Hero!

Hebrews 11:1 ESV  1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction

of things not seen.

AND....we hear Job say:   Job 19:25 ESV  25 For I know that my Redeemer lives,

    and at the last he will stand upon the earth.[a]

Footnotes:  [a]  Job 19:25 Hebrew dust (the very ingredients of his human creation)

Romans 8:28 ESV  28 And we know that for those who love God all things work

together for good,[a] for those who are called according to his purpose.

Footnotes: {a]  Romans 8:28 Some manuscripts God works all things together for

good, or God works in all things for the good

A.  In all things (in life and death, pleasure or pain) God works.

Alison Lauren Emmert, 16, of Cass City, Michigan, left her earthly home in

Cass City and was welcomed into her heavenly home on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2002.

She was given to her parents by the Lord on Sunday, Dec. 15, 1985, at Sinai

Hospital in Detroit. Alison was a special gift from God. Her trademark was her

smile. She was friendly to everyone and shared her faith in God and Christ with

many. Her courage in the journey with rhabdomyosarcoma cancer this past year

showed how much faith and love for God she had. With her humble influence, she

no doubt heard those wonderful words, "Well done, good and faithful servant,"

as she met her Master and Lord, Jesus Christ Sunday evening.



Seemingly horrible personal losses can many times produce a stronger witness

than lives where there is no obvious setback or trouble.

In Gulliver’s Travels, Swift writes, “it happened once or twice in a generation

that a child was born with a circular red spot on its forehead, signifying that it

would never die.  Gulliver imagines those children to be the most fortunate people

imaginable, ‘being born exempt from that universal calamity of human nature,’

death.  But as he comes to meet them, he realizes that they are in fact the most

miserable and pitiable of creatures.  They grow old and feeble.  Their friends and

contempories die off.  At the age of eighty, their property is taken from them and

given to their children, who would otherwise never inherit from them.  Their

bodies contract various ailments, they accumulate grudges and grievances, they

grow weary of the struggle of life, and they can never look forward to being

released from the pain of living.  Homer shows us an immortal being envying us

for being mortal.  Swift teaches us to pity the person who cannot die.  He wants

us to realize that living with the knowledge that we will die may be frightening

and tragic, but knowing we will never die would be unbearable.”  (Kushner’s

book p.69 When Bad Things Happen To Good People)

WHAT SWIFT DID NOT KNOW IS JESUS WILL RELEASE US FROM THESE

BODIES WE HAVE AND GIVE US NEW ONES.  THE PLACE JESUS IS

PREPARING IS FREE OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH WE FEAR NOW!

B.  Like Jesus was faithful, we can be joined with His family (v. 29).

We are to conform our lives to Jesus’ example so we might be part of this fraternal

relationship!

THIS IS ENTRY INTO THE CHURCH! - to become a servant of God.

The goal of God’s foreknowledge and foreordination is the community of the

FIRSTBORN SON: The Church.

God has always chosen to work through the election or chosing of a people to

show Himself to the world.  The Church is that group of chosen people.  If you

are not a part of the Church, you are outside of God’s will.

God foreknew us.  e.g. Odds are 1 in billions for a particular sperm and ovum to

unite to produce you.  YET HE KNEW US BEFORE WE WERE.

HE has predestined us, called us, justified us, and He will glorify us so that we

might be with Him eternally. WE CAN WIN. . .



III.  We Have Power To Conquer - Not Just Endure.

Make no mistake, we are in a battle for our lives against the forces of evil, and it

is Christ who stands with us and for us.  Christ intercedes for us.

We have power to conquer because we are. . .

A.  Free from condemnation and ultimate failure.

Romans 8:33-34 ESV  33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is

God who justifies.  34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—

more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is

interceding for us.

THIS DOUBLES BACK TO:  Romans 8:1 ESV

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

It takes all the pressure off when we know we can win and that there is grace and

forgiveness for failure, not punishment - if we only try.  It frees us of fear.  The

Apostle John told us perfect, i.e., mature love casts out all fear.

Illus.  A little child will be hesitant to act if he is punished for every mistake.

When God takes the training wheels off He runs alongside us.  Romans 8:31 ESV

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

B.  We have a perfect Savior.

“If God is for us, who can be against us”  does not mean there are no adversaries.

It does mean that with God on our side we should not worry about the outcome.

Our final outcome has already been established by Christ’s resurrection from the

dead, if we have placed our faith in Jesus.

Illus. Todd Fanta - 6’4" - 260 lbs. and a weight lifter

Dennis Beasley - 6’5" - 210 lbs.  Red head, Golden Gloves from

Gary, Indiana

after a basketball game in Greenville, IL.NEVER ANY DOUBT, I WAS SAFE!

Romans 8:35 ESV 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or

sword?



Q.  WHO CAN SEPARATE US FROM GOD’S LOVE?

A.  No one but ourselves by foolishly rejecting God’s offer of salvation.

The devil will try to separate us from our perfect Savior!  The devil is called the

accuser of the brethren.  BUT he is a liar.

What can separate us from God’s love?

Romans 8:36-39 ESV

36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things

present nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our

Lord.

Conclusion:  Modern paraphrase of this section in Romans 8

by Ruth Harms Calkin:

“God, I may fall flat on my face; I may fail until I feel old and beaten and done in.

Yet your love for me is changeless.  All the music may go out of my life, my private

world may shatter to dust.  Even so, You will hold me in the palm of Your steady

hand.  No turn in the affairs of my fractured life can baffle You.  Satan with all his

braggadocio cannot distract You.  Nothing can separate me from Your measureless

love - pain can’t, disappointment can’t, anguish can’t.  Yesterday, today, tomorrow

can’t.  The loss of my dearest love can’t.  Death can’t.  Life can’t.  Riots, war,

insanity, unidentity, hunger, neurosis, disease - none of these nor all of them heaped

together can budge the fact that I am dearly loved, completely forgiven, and

forever free through Jesus Christ Your beloved Son.”

What can separate us from God’s love?

Only our inaction and lack of belief in Jesus!


