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Text:  Acts 7:17-44 (ESV)  17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which

God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt  18

until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph.  19 He dealt

shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they

would not be kept alive.  20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in

God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house,  21 and

when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as

her own son.  22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and

he was mighty in his words and deeds.  23 “When he was forty years old, it came

into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel.  24 And seeing one of them

being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down

the Egyptian.  25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was

giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand.  26 And on the

following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile

them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’  27 But the

man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a

ruler and a judge over us?  28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian

yesterday?’  29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian,

where he became the father of two sons.  30 “Now when forty years had passed, an

angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a

bush.  31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to

look, there came the voice of the Lord:  32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God

of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to

look.  33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the

place where you are standing is holy ground.  34 I have surely seen the affliction of

my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come

down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’   35 “This Moses,

whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man God

sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in

the bush.  36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at

the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years.  37 This is the Moses who said to

the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’  38

This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who

spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to

give to us.



39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they

turned to Egypt,  40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As

for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has

become of him.’  41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to

the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands.  42 But God turned away

and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of

the prophets:

“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,

    during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

43 You took up the tent of Moloch

    and the star of your god Rephan,

    the images that you made to worship;

    and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to

Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen.

Introduction:  Relate my seeing of The Ten Commandments with Charleton

Heston at the drive-in in the family’s 1953 Chrysler New Yorker.  Moses had to be

called and chosen by God before he could be an effective leader (verse 25).  On his

own strength Moses failed miserably.  He was rejected by those he wished to lead,

but once God commissioned Moses; he became successful (verses 34-36).

If God calls you, you can do anything.

I.  (Moses Was A Leader) In Spite of Adversity.
Moses had a:

A.  Poor Upbringing

There are many people who have had poor upbringings, but that is not an excuse

for failing to be what God wants for you (Drs. Robert Lowery and Marion

Henderson both had non-Christians for parents).

Moses’ family were initially Hebrew slaves.  Moses was separated from his people

early in his life.  He was adopted by pagans and taught to worship false gods.

I am sure he learned to enjoy position and wealth - living in the palace.



You may wonder why you have went through what you did growing up - abuse,

etc.  You may blame parents and others for what you were - maybe even who you

are, But do not blame them for what you will become.

God is able to change us into what He has in mind.

(Moses Was A Leader In Spite of )

B.  Peers being killed

When he was very young the Egyptian ruler tried to kill all the Hebrew male

children (parallel to time of Jesus).

Later Moses would kill one of the Egyptians because of his poor treatment of a

Hebrew.  They say life begins at 40.  Moses’ life seemed to end.  There was NO

ACCEPTANCE by anyone so he fled.  It took Moses another 40 years of his own

wanderings before God could use him (verses 27-29).

C.  Age

Moses was 80;

Aaron, Moses’ brother, was 83

Most people are slowing down by then.

Illus.  Relate Deming experience with active seniors.

D.  Low Self-esteem (excuses)

Over the years, Moses lost most of his self-confidence.  If you look at the OT

Scriptures you can get a sketch of Moses’ personality.  You can also see that God

does some of His best work through our weakness.

Exodus 3:11-13 (ESV)

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the

children of Israel out of Egypt?”  12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall

be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of

Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”  13 Then Moses said to God, “If I

come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent

me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”



Exodus 4:1, 10-13 (ESV)  1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not

believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to

you.’” 10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in

the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of

tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth? Who makes

him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?  12 Now therefore go,

and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.”  13 But he said,

“Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.”

At that time, Moses’ recent experience in the area of leadership had been with

mostly sheep. There were certainly doubts:

Exodus 5:22-23 (ESV)  22 Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why

have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me?  23 For since I came

to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this people, and you have

not delivered your people at all.”

Exodus 6:9-12 (ESV)  9 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not

listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.  10 So the Lord

said to Moses,  11 “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israel go

out of his land.” 12 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, the people of Israel have not

listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?”

Many times our timetable is set up faster than God’s. That is where he can teach

us patience.

II.  (Moses Was A Leader) In Spite of Past Sin.
Moses committed:

A.  Murder

Exodus 2:11-15 (ESV)  11 One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his

people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew,

one of his people. 12 He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck

down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  13 When he went out the next day,

behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the

wrong, “Why do you strike your companion?”  14 He answered, “Who made you a

prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”

Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.”  15 When

Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and

stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by a well.



Some of you feel there are things that you have done or that have been done to you

that somehow make you unacceptable to God.  All of us have our skeletons.  All of

us have been and still are sinners.

Isaiah 1:18 (ESV)  18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though

your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like

crimson, they shall become like wool.

and then over in I John 1:8-9 (speaking to the Church)

I John 1:8-9 (ESV)  8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth

is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Moses Was A Leader In Spite of)
B.  Taking glory from God

Moses was responsible with God’s help and power for doing many things.

Moses brought them out of Egypt and captivity.

The people of Israel were able to cross the Red Sea on dry ground.

Manna and quail were supplied (16:4 - which was a test for the people)

We also many times take for granted God’s blessings and even complain, too.

There was a lot of pressure on Moses. The people wanted him dead more than once.

Exodus 17:4-7 (ESV)  4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this

people? They are almost ready to stone me.”  5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass

on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your

hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.  6 Behold, I will stand before

you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall

come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the

elders of Israel.  7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah,

because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord

by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Moses served the Lord faithfully and Scripture says that Moses was a very humble

man, but once in the account of Numbers 20 Moses and Aaron took the credit for

providing water instead of honoring God.  Always give God the credit!



Illus.  In Midland, MI, I was in a meeting with another group of leaders from a

sister church.  The question posed was how have you done what you have with

small groups?  The answer we gave was.  It was God, not us.  Even in our

everyday conversations, we should be careful always to give the credit to God.

As we approach our 125th anniversary of the church here in Weston we need to

be mindful not to elevate people, but to give God the credit for working with us.

III. (Moses Was A Leader) In Spite of the Absence of a Working Model
He had:

A.  No experience in leadership of God’s people

We need to push people and constantly challenge them, birds out of a nest kind of

thing.  Training wheels need to come off to go to the next level.

There are many forms of leadership and many terms to describe them.  Moses

was an autocrat (he had absolute authority).  Too many church leaders today still

want to do it all. Too many have too high of an opinion of their position.

Moses’ father-in-law, (Jethro or Reuel), in Exodus 18 suggests a way of ruling and

judging that would share responsibility without losing control.  Moses set up rulers

over groups of 1000 down to groups of 10 (META CHURCH CONCEPT)

I believe that Church leadership and ministry needs to be shared.  There is no

room for a head pastor.  Christ should be the HEAD of the Church.  We should all

share in the joy and pain of being his BODY and serve Him faithfully without

grumbling or murmurring like the ancient Israelites.

As it would suggest in Exodus 18, there needs to be training and delegation.

Exodus 18:20-21 (ESV)  20 and you shall warn them about the statutes and the

laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk and what they must

do.  21 Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who

are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of

thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.

B.  Developed an accountable ministry system



God expects everyone to make a contribution to the Body and give Him the GLORY.

Illus.  One of General Patton’s soldiers told about a time when they were marching

across Europe and came to a swollen river.  The soldiers began to complain that

there was no way they could cross the raging current carrying their backpacks.

Patton said nothing, but he waded into the river himself and swam to the other

side with his backpack on.  Then he swam back, waded back into the river, turned

and looked back at his men and said, “Follow me.”  Without protest, every one of

the men in the battalion followed him across to the other side” -Bob Russell

Conclusion:  We need leaders who will respond to God’s call.  All along the

way there had been COMPLAINING, SECOND GUESSING, and OUTRIGHT

REBELLION.  Even Moses’ closest leaders tried to undermine him.  The people

wanted to kill him.  Leadership is difficult.  It is lonely.  At Kadesh in sight of the

promised land the people refused to go any farther.  That must have broken Moses’

heart.  Later Moses was even denied his own lifelong dream of entering the promised

land.  Leadership is so desperately needed today in many circles, but especially in

the Church.  We need leaders who will do what is best for the people and not be

poll-takers like some of our politicians.  Right and wrong, Truth, God’s will is not

up for vote.  It is only through STUDY AND PRAYER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

that we can understand what we should and must do for God.

Some of you may see a burning bush this morning.  Some of you have seen it, but

never have investigated further.  Some of you may even understand that God is

calling you into service.  Let’s give no excuses!

A burning bush was not unusual in the desert.  What was unusual - was one that

spoke and sounded like God.  Some have never seen a burning bush let alone

found God.  It may be because you have not taken the trouble to even notice.  You

have been too afraid, too busy, too lazy - maybe even too noisy.

Moses looked out the palace window one day at some dirty mud-caked Hebrew

slaves and he looked at himself - Then he made a choice.  He chose the ridiculed,

the reproached, because they were the people of God.  God does not ask HOW

you are going to do ministry.  He asks, “Why?”  Who are you deliberately choosing

to follow this morning?

A reminder from last week:  Everyone is a leader for someone. Who are

you leading this morning, and to where?


