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It is crystal clear in Scripture that Christians are to be in the world, but not a

product of the world.  As Christians we are different than those who are committed

to the standards and values of the world,  We are animated and led by God’s

Spirit.  It is the Lord who directs how we spend our time and money.  It is the Lord

who causes us to see needs in peoples’ lives.

The world, on the other hand, is driven by the many-faceted human spirit.  On one

side they will:

1. Conduct fundraisers for various important causes MADD, MD, MS, CF,

2. House the homeless, supply shelter (Habitat for Humanity)

3. Feed the hungry/provide clothing.

4. Help on crisis hot lines to prevent suicide, give comfort and encouragement

The other darker side of humanity will:

1. Cause pain & spread disease and division.

2. Will steal purses/break into houses, assault and deprive others

3. Their own family may go without necessities because of substance abuse

4. May terrorize, rape, abuse and murder

So, what’s wrong with the world?
Just being different isn’t necessarily bad – But being different from what God

wants means judgment by God ultimately.  And Paul says they really are not

thinking or behaving in a manner that pleases God, and they are without excuse.

The world is different in these ways.

1. The world has different eyes, they perceive reality differently. (Illus.  a

watch on the forest floor requires a watchmaker, not chance or a “Big Bang.”)

2. The world has different values (right and wrong, no absolutes).

3. The world subscribes to different behavior.

I.  The World Has Different Eyes.

Paul tells the Roman church:  Romans 1:16-17 (ESV)  16 For I am not ashamed of

the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the

Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed

from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”



The world, however, does not see the importance of the gospel and righteousness.

As a result, they will and are reaping the wrath of God, because of their short-

sightedness.  Christian eyes have the ability to see an invisible God working in the

world and in the church to His glory.

Karl Barth says, “The Gospel is not therefore an event, nor an experience, nor an

emotion – however delicate!  Rather, it is the clear and objective perception of

what eye hath not seen nor ear heard.  Moreover, what it demands of man is more

than notice, or understanding or sympathy.  It demands participation,

comprehension, cooperation, for it is the communication which presumes faith in

the living God, and which creates that which it presumes.”

Here begins our text this morning:  Romans 1:18-20 (ESV)  18 For the wrath of

God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,

who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  19 For what can be known about

God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  20 For his invisible attributes,

namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the

creation of the world, in the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.

The wrath of God is being revealed.  There is a cost to discounting God in the

culture.  We experience war – poverty – disease, racism, and all kinds of pain.

When I first became a Christian I didn’t see clearly God’s purpose for me.  As I

got older I tried to please myself rather than God.  My vision was blurred.  I was

being selfish with something that did not belong to me.  —  My Life!    When I was

39 I got bifocals — about 63, I had 2 cataract surgeries, my vision is better, now.

It has been corrected.   Christian maturity also takes time.  Hopefully a Christian

can see better as the years go by.   Someone from the world never really sees.

After a while it seems they are not capable of seeing.

II Corinthians 4:3-10 (ESV)  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those

who are perishing.  4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of

the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of

Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but

Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God,

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we

have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to

God and not to us.  8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but

not driven to despair;  9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also

be manifested in our bodies.



For both the world and Christians:  what we can see (vision) produces values.

II. The World Has Different Values.
Romans 1:21-27 (ESV)  21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as

God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their

foolish hearts were darkened.  22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  23 and

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and

birds and animals and creeping things.  24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts

of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,  25

because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served

the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  26 For this

reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged

natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;  27 and the men likewise

gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one

another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the

due penalty for their error.

The world has exchanged (v.23) real for imitation.  glasses with gold rims bought

in Mexico.   Is this butter?  Real love for self-love (the difference b/w giving and

getting)

The world has exchanged (v.25) truth for a lie.  1969 Black Ford Gran Torino GT

at night in the rain.  The world will sell you something that is not a great deal in

the end.  In the light of day, the truth can be revealed.

The world puts its faith in man – e.g.  man just is getting better and better.  Man

has the answer to all his problems within himself.  Do more research and distribute

more information, spend more money and that will take care of all the problems.

Today, the problems we see are not moral problems for our government, but

financial ones.  If it didn’t cost them dollars they won’t bother.

The world has exchanged (vv. 26-27) natural for unnatural.

God created man and woman for each other sexually within marriage.  Anything

else is a perversion of God’s will and sin.  Any church body that sanctions

homosexuality, transgender and all the rest of man’s perversions is going against

God and His plan for humanity.

The world is used to trade-offs, compromise, and plea bargaining.  We see obvious

criminals of serious crimes getting off on deals/probation and with slaps on the

wrist.  If you watch, judgment by God is being poured out now on the world.  A

future final judgment also awaits those that would practice immorality, situation

ethics,  and bending everything to their self-interest.



As Christians we must weigh everything we do --- not in the light of our personal

circumstances, but the benefit to be derived by the Kingdom, and then ask:  will it

encourage and uplift others?  Is it God’s purpose and will for me?

Vision produces Values

Values produce Behavior

And because the world does not submit itself to God’s wisdom:

III. The World Has Different Behavior.

Karl Barth says “Our conduct becomes governed precisely by what we desire.”

It is religious perversion that precedes sexual sin and any other sin not vice versa.

Free love/Flower Children.  Sounds harmless, but this was a cover for sexual sin

in the 60’s.

In the 80’s we continued in our shame as a culture, and people openly committed

sin of all kinds and offered no excuse for these acts against God.  I am hoping that

by now we have learned something.  But I wonder?

It seems that the Bride of Christ in some perverted examples are not only winking

at sin, but providing cultural cover by what is being sanctioned.  The ELCA just

ordained its first transgender bishop.  God help us.  No wonder the world is

confused by our feigned holiness.

The world’s behavior is outlined in Romans 1:28-31 (ESV)  28 And since they did

not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what

ought not to be done.  29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil,

covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness.

They are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors

of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

The world has become filled (i.e. no room for anything else) with every kind of

1.  unrighteousness (αδικιααδικιααδικιααδικιααδικια) - the opposite of righteousness, wickedness (NIV)

2. evil - (κακιακακιακακιακακιακακια) - depravity, wickedness, lit. a moral inferiority

(fornication, KJV) - (πονηριαπονηριαπονηριαπονηριαπονηρια)

3. covetousness - this is greed, the insatiable desire to have more and more even at

the expense of harming others, maybe even your own family.



4. malice - tendency to put the worst construction on everything

5.  envy - this is like jealousy.

6.  murder - This can be done physically, spiritually, emotionally.  It starts with

wishing harm for someone.  Jesus said this starts with angry thinking, Mt. 5

7.  strife - wrangling, debate (KJV)

8.  deceit, (δολοδολοδολοδολοδολοs) cunning, treachery, guile

9.  maliciousness - the tendency to put the worst construction upon everything, it

is the idea of maligning, i.e., never a good word

10.  gossips  - pouring out of poison against a neighbor whispering in the ear.

11.  slanderers - (backbiters, KJV) (καταλαλοκαταλαλοκαταλαλοκαταλαλοκαταλαλοs) literally speaking against.

12.  haters of God - Only those who love God, obey Him.

13. insolent - (despiteful, KJV) (‘υβριστηυβριστηυβριστηυβριστηυβριστηs )- a man of arrogant insolence.  The

word contains a mixture of cruelty and pride...displaying itself in cruelty for the

mere enjoyment of seeing others suffer (Reinecker, p.351)

14.  haughty,  arrogant - (proud, KJV) (‘υπερηφανουπερηφανουπερηφανουπερηφανουπερηφανοs) - one who shows himself

above others.  It is the proud, insolent, self-sufficient person who in his heart sets

himself upon a pedestal above all others, even above God (Reinecker, p.351).

15.  boastful – bragger, one who makes false promises for the purpose of gain.

16.  inventors of evil - William Barclay says, this is the person...” who is not

content with the usual, ordinary ways of sinning, but...seeks some new thrill in

some new sin.” - Cottrell, Romans, Vol. 1, p. 75

17.  disobedient to parents,

18.  foolish, senseless - undiscerning

19.  faithless - covenant breaker, faithless to an agreement with God



20.  heartless - (without natural affection, KJV (αστοργοαστοργοαστοργοαστοργοαστοργοs).    This refers to a

mother who would kill her newborn and a father who would desert his family.

How many intentionally aborted babies have perished over the years?  Since Roe

v. Wade about 62 million...

21.  ruthless - (unmerciful, KJV) without pity.

The New Jerusalem Bible translates these last four qualities (alpha privative)

without brains, honor, love or pity.

To finish our text here:  Romans 1:32 (ESV)  32 Though they know God's righteous

decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them

but give approval to those who practice them.

Conclusion:  The only way to be saved is through Jesus and through faith in

Him.  Those who are lost must hear the Gospel and respond to the demands of

Jesus through repentance, confession, and baptism.  It is only then that He is your

Lord and Savior, and not your Judge.  He becomes your Advocate and Helper

rather than the one who says “depart from me I never knew you.”

We, as Christians, must be different from the world.  So, we can help others see

the “Light of the world,” Jesus -- and the futility and really stupidity of following

the Adversary.  If the unredeemed world can see God in the creation then they

ought to be able to see Jesus in us.  That is if we are REAL.

Craddock Stories, pp. 106-107 (about greyhound racing).

“You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.  Wrong.  If you believe in God, you can

teach an old dog new tricks.  I have never been to the greyhound races, but I’ve

seen them on TV.  They have these beuatiful, big old dogs--I say beautiful, they’re

really ugly--big old dogs, and they run that mechanical rabbit around the ring, and

these dogs just run, exhausting themselves chasing it.  When these dogs get to

where they can’t race, the owners put a little ad in the paper, and if anybody wants

one for a pet, they can have it, otherwise they’re going to be destroyed.  I have a

niece in Arizona who can’t stand that ad.  She goes and gets them.  Big old dogs in

the house; she loves them.

I was in a home not long ago where they’d adopted a dog that had been a racer.  It

was a big old greyhound, spotted hound, lying there in the den.  One of the kids in

the family, just a toddler, was pulling on its tail, and a little older kid had his head

over on that old dog’s stomach, used it for a pillow.  That dog just seemed so

happy, and I said to the dog, “Uh, are you still racing any?”



“No, no, no, I don’t race anymore.”

I said, “Don’t you miss the glitter and excitement of the track?”

He said, “no, no.”

I said, “Well, what’s the matter?  You got too old?”

“No, no, I still had some race in me.”

“Well, did you not win?”

He said, “I won over a million dollars for my owner.”

“Then what was it, bad treatment?”

“Oh, no, they treated us royally when we were racing.”

I said, “Then what?  Did you get crippled?”

He said, “No, no, no.”

I said, “Then what?”

And he said, “I quit.”

“You quit?”

Yeah that’s what he said, “I quit.”

I said, “Why did you quit?”

And he said, “I discovered that what I was chasing was not really a rabbit.  And I

quit.”  He looked at me and said, “All that running, running, running, running,

and what I was chasing, not even real.”

What are you running after?  I hope you’ll run toward Jesus, this morning.  He

will never disappoint.  He will save you for eternity so you can be with Him in

heaven.


