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We see in Ephesians the phrases “in Christ” and “in the heavenly realms.”

We even see the phrase “with Christ.”

1.  made us alive together with Christ - 2:4-5

2.  raised us up with him (Chris0 - 2:6a

3.  seated us with him (Christ) - 2:6b

and then Ephesians 2:15b-16 (ESV)  15b that he might create in himself one new

man in place of the two, so making peace,  16 and might reconcile us both to God in

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

(Explain difference between neos (νεονεονεονεονεοs) and kainos (καινοκαινοκαινοκαινοκαινοs) (here). s. BAGD.)

neos carries the idea of most recent and young without regard to saying anything

about quality. We all know that “new” does not necessarily mean “better.”

kainos may indicate “something not previously present, unknown, strange,

remarkable, also with the connotation of marvelous or unheard of.  It may also

carry the sense of ‘that what is old has become obsolete, and should be replaced

by what is new.’”  In such a case the new is, as a rule, superior in kind to the old.

(See Hebrews 8:6-8)

Hebrews 8:6-8 (ESV)   6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much

more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted

on better promises.  7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would

have been no occasion to look for a second.  8 For he finds fault with them when he

says:  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,

We will be reading the Ephesian 2 text as we go...

Ephesians 2:11 (ESV)  11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the

flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is

made in the flesh by hands—

Paul was saying, remember how it used to be before Jesus?



Just calling ourselves Christians does not mean anything - not even what others

call us!  Only what Jesus calls us matters.  Karl Barth says that the word remember

“calls for repentance, decision, and gratitude.”  (Rienecker, p. 526)

Memory is a part of the Christian faith.  It is a part of maybe the most significant

part of our worship services.  Here Paul wants the recipients of his letter to

remember what they were and what they have become both as individuals and

ethnic groups.

Ephesians 2:12 (ESV)  12 remember that you were at that time separated from

Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants

of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Verse 12 states a number of spiritual liabilities.  Before Christ came we were:

1.  separate from Christ

2.  excluded from citizenship

3.  foreigners to the covenant of the promise

4.  hopeless - 1st century was known for the mystery

     religions that played on fear, superstition and despair.

5.  without God

Hendriksen says it this way:  “The Gentile world was Christless, Stateless,

Friendless, Hopeless, and Godless.”  So deep was the enmity between Jews and

Gentiles that the intertestamental literature like Psalms of Solomon about 50

B.C.E. predicted that with the coming of the Messiah the Gentiles would be

destroyed (Martin 1991:33).

But now a new possibility exists ...

Ephesians 2:13 (ESV)  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have

been brought near by the blood of Christ.

But now.

1.  Christ brings us near (everyone is on an equal footing).

2.  Christ destroys alienation - through his blood.

This is nothing that we initiated or could have....

It is Christ’s blood sacrifice that makes intimacy with God “possible.”



No longer is it through a race of people (Jews), the Law, or a place (Jerusalem) or

a yearly ritual sacrifice, but through a Person.

The story is told:  “In France some soldiers with their sergeant brought the body

of a dead comrade to a French cemetery to have their friend buried there.  The

priest told them gently that it was a Roman Catholic cemetery, and he was bound

to ask if their comrade had been a baptized adherent of the Roman Catholic

Church.  They said they did not know.  The priest said that he was very sorry, but,

if that was the case, he could not permit burial in his courtyard.  So the soldiers

took their comrade sadly and buried him just outside the fence of the courtyard.

The next day they came back to see that the grave was all right, and to their

astonishment they could not find it.  They knew that it was only six feet from the

fence of the burying ground, but search as they might they could find no trace of

the freshly dug soil.  As they were about to leave in perplexed bewilderment the

priest came up.  He told them that his heart had been troubled because of his

refusal to allow their dead comrade to be buried in the churchyard; so he told

them that early in the morning he had risen from his bed, and with his own hands

he had moved the fence to include the body of the soldier who had died for France.

That is what love can do.  The rules and regulations put up the fence; but love

moved it.  Jesus removed the fences between man and man because He abolished

all religion that is founded on rules and regulations, and brought to men a religion

whose foundation is love.”  (Barclay commentary on Galatians and Ephesians, p.135)

Christ brings peace with God (vertically) then with His children (horizontal

relationships).  The idea of “brother” and “sister” are possible.

The devil wants us to forget how much Jesus means to us.

Jesus knows about rejection

He lowered himself

He became nothing - all for us!

Ephesians 2:14 (ESV)  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one

and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility

The ancient world displayed hostility.  There was HATE between the Jew - Gentile;

Greek - Barbarian; Men - Women; Slave and Free.  Christ ends all forms of hostility.

He replaces it with LOVE.



Jesus destroys:

1.  Barriers (of every kind)

2.  Dividing wall of hostility (physical and metaphorical [LAW])

Where Christ is - there is the Church. The Church is portable.

God intended Israel to be a light to the nations (ethnics) just as He intends for us

today to be revealing Him to others.

John R.W. Stott:  “The tragedy is that Israel forgot her vocation, twisted her

privilege into favoritism and ended by heartily despising - even detesting the heathen

as dogs!”  People in the world are not the enemy.  They are simply under the

Enemy’s influence!  They could be our brothers and sisters if only we would share

the Gospel with them.

We need to be careful we do not alienate the world by our self-righteousness.

To be brought near is an:

1.  historical event - in the cross

2.  Contemporary event - personal conversion

While writing this letter to the Church, Paul has in mind the actual wall that

existed in the temple in Jerusalem.  The areas from the very middle are:  1.  Elevated

temple w/the holy of holies;  2. Temple area that consisted of the Court of the

priests, Court of Israel (men), Court of Women, and finally the Court of the Gentiles

which was 19 steps lower.  There were signs posted threatening death for any Gentile

who would be caught in any other area closer to the “real” children of God.

Ephesians 2:15-16 (ESV)  15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so

making peace,  16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the

cross, thereby killing the hostility.

Christ did not destroy the Law.  It simply was no longer a way given to gain salvation.

“Reconcile” in this context means to bring together estranged parties - warring

parties, enemies.  It is the central purpose of the cross (God’s purpose).



Through the cross we have access to the Father by one Spirit.  We are allowed to

be not just servants of the Most High, but friends.  In some ways one of the most

important things Jesus said was that we could be friends.  That is a huge difference

from the God of Jacob whose name could not even be spoken because it was so holy.

Jehovah (Yahweh) was feared.  There was limited access to Him.  There were

rules:  Bring only spotless lambs to the tabernacle.  Do not touch the Ark of the

Covenant.  Always let smoke cover it; if you look at the ark you will die.  Never

enter the Most Holy Place, except for the high priest and then only on Yom Kippur.

Fasten a rope around his ankle, and a bell, so that if he makes a mistake and dies

inside, his corpse can be dragged out.

Quite a difference in the approach offered today ...

Ephesians 2:17-18 (ESV)  17 And he came and preached peace to you who were

far off and peace to those who were near.  18 For through him we both have access

in one Spirit to the Father.

The gospel message is for Everyone!  The Greek word προσαγωγηπροσαγωγηπροσαγωγηπροσαγωγηπροσαγωγη meaning

entrance or access.  “The word was used of a solemn approach to a deity and of

access to a king’s presence (Simpson). (Rienecker 1980:527).

Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV)  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but

you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  20

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being

the cornerstone,  21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into

a holy temple in the Lord.  22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling

place for God by the Spirit.

What is it we become through Christ?

We become fellow citizens, members of God’s household (family).  The Church

was built on the foundation of the Apostles and prophets’ testimony which was

directly influenced by the Holy Spirit (3:5).

And Christ is the chief cornerstone, i.e., the whole thing collapses if He is not in

place.  He has to be the source - the starting point for building.  In the temple built

by King Herod, the cornerstone was reported to be 40 feet in length.



Now, we are a building that is still in process.  The idea here is that the church is

growing, maturing “in the Lord.”  It is the Lord that provides the ability to grow

His Church by His Spirit.  And the Holy Spirit will occupy more and more of your

life as you allow Him.

Jesus becomes the divine magnet of God - and in these last few verses we

understand we are NO LONGER who we were.

This building that is still in process is:

Joined together - fitly framed.

The idea of gathering, setting and shaping stones

Every stone is different, but God makes them fit.  He finds a place to use them if

they are willing to be put where He desires and shaped to fit.

Church growth without holiness and without Jesus and His teaching may be many things.

1.  It may be a great organization

2.  A place to be entertained

3.  Flourishing business concern

4.  Great institution

5.  Great Activity

But without Jesus and personal holiness, it will not be the Church of the Living God.

Conclusion: (Augustine) - Jesus gave himself as a ransom and it became like a

Trojan horse to Satan.  Satan only thought he had won, i.e., he thought he had

captured Jesus.  But it is Jesus who sets captives free, and He can set you free.

(Aquinas) - God does not say “boys will be boys.” Someone has to pay the price.

God wanted to justify us, so Jesus volunteered to take away our sins.

God lifts us up to higher ground so we may sit (reign) with Him.  After thousands

of years of history with the Jews, God in His wisdom allowed room for Gentiles

like you and me to be brought into the building.  It is through the cross and

Christ’s sacrifice that any barriers that once existed have been demolished.

The new way is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) that we now are saved

and can be included in God’s plan of redemption.  No longer do we need to travel

to a shrine where God is.   We are that temple!  LET’S BE THE CHURCH!


