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Romans 8:17-26 ESV  17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs

with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with

him.

Future Glory

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing

with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the creation waits with eager

longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation

itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the

glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation has been

groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23 And not only the creation,

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait

eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in this hope we

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  25

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for

as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for

words.

Introduction:  Prayer is a tricky practice and discipline sometimes.  God is a

great God as long as everything is going the way we want.  Sometimes we don’t

receive what we want more than anything.  Many times the reasons become clear

later, but in the moment we fail to see what God has in mind with death, financial

failure or the break-up of a marriage.  For some the pain of infertility is all too real.

One in six couples has a problem with infertility at some point in their life.  Half of

them will overcome the problem, but the rest must face the fact that they will never

give birth to a child of their own.

Sometimes we know “Why Prayer Fails,” however; many times we never know, and

faith kicks in.  All we should know is our Father in heaven loves us and has our best

interest at heart.



Prayer is a love relationship that is built on trust.

Who doesn’t want to be loved?  God certainly does just as much as we do.  Jesus’

relationship with the Father is, of course, absolutely unique, but in our own experience

we are invited into the same intimacy and closeness with God the Father.  We are

encouraged to crawl up into the Father’s lap as a small child would and receive his

love, comfort and healing and strength.  We can laugh, we can cry openly.  We can

allow God to embrace us and bring reassurance to our lives as we worship Him.

To become intimate (close) with God we need to do nothing.  It is hard to do nothing!

I.  God Does What It Takes  (He inspires us)

A.  God works directly on us

Testimony:  I grew up in a Christian home.  I had all the advantages and disadvantages

that come with that kind of growing up.  I grew up with the Beatles and the Beach

Boys; Flower Children, and Marijuana; in a time when Busch was a beverage not a

President or a person running for the office.

1966 I graduated from Piqua Central High School (Indians)

1967  I started my academic adventure at L.C.C.

1969 Tom Ewald, the Dean asked me to take a Sabbatical (euphemism)

1971 Got married, and dropped out of college - no connection

1972 was hired by Peoples Building & Savings Association and 2 years later became

Treasurer

In 1976 I almost lost my way - but God was gracious to me and with the help of a

loving, forgiving wife started to put things back together.

1976 - 1979 Sherwood Products V.P., General Mgr.

1979 - 1983 Beatrice Foods Assistant Plant Superintendent

1983 - 1985 LePrino Foods Eastern Regional Mgr.

1985 - Relate 2nd conversion in U.M.C. in Waverly, N.Y. (second act of grace?)

1985-87 L.C.C.

1987-89 New Mexico

1989- 99 was spent at Midland Christian Church - the longest I had been

anywhere.  I plan to stay here as long time as God allows it and it is right for you!



Illus.  Rain in the Southwest was much more appreciated usually than it is in Ohio

or Michigan.  The love of the Father is like a sudden rain shower that will pour forth

when you least expect it, catching you up into wonder and praise and unspeakable

thanksgiving.

Other times:

B.  God works through others

Illus.  Arthur (Speed) and Mae Burton.  Tell about their son Billy who died at the age of 49.

Also witnessing under cars, spilled beer and Lutheran words...

Beth St. Louis at MCC lost her husband late in life and she found Jesus the next year.

Others have had similar experiences...

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  God has made the first move.  And if

we respond the way we should:

II.  We Fall in Love with God (That provides our motivation)

It needs to be a passion!   William James said, “Religion exists not as a dull habit,

but as an acute fever.”

Illus.  Do you remember how it was when you fell in love for the first time with your

spouse.  You didn’t spend much time together did you?  Of course, you did!  Time

with him or her was the most important thing.  It didn’t matter even how you spent

that time.

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV  16 Rejoice always,  17 pray without ceasing,  18 give

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

“When the Spirit (of God) has come to reside in someone, that person cannot stop

praying; for the Spirit prays without ceasing in him. We are instructed by the Apostle

Paul to “pray without ceasing.”

Now the last thing most of you need to be given is another religious duty.  Some of

you who are members are overcommitted already.  Can any of you relate?  So,

Gary, “Don’t tell me that I have to pray all the time.”   I can’t do it.



When the Apostle tells us to “pray without ceasing,” he is talking about an attitude

as much as an exercise.  What I think he means is that in all our relationships we

think about God and what He would want us to do - AND many times we’ll ask.  In

our work practices, in our speech, in our outlook - in every aspect of our lives we

ask God for counsel.

BUT constant communion does not come overnight.  As we practice and recognize

the Presence of God in our lives, we become more focused and the discipline becomes

easier.  Then more and more we will find ourselves going through life with a serenity

that scares even us.

A person develops intimacy by regular association with God.

The disciples must have been stunned by the answer from Jesus when they asked

Him to teach them to pray.  Jesus said, “When you pray say: ‘Father....’”  (Luke

11:2).  To the faithful Jew who hesitated to even say the Divine Name, (Yahweh:

Adonai was a substitute) Jesus’ suggestion must have been unbelievable.  Daddy and

mommy are the first words any child says.  WHY?  Because we prompt them - just

like God prompts us through the Holy Spirit to call His name.  Nowhere in all of

Jewish literature can you find someone calling God the Father, Daddy, but that is

exactly what Jesus recommended to his followers.

Illus.  Anyone here ever play racketball? pickleball? golf?  How did you feel the

first time you ever played?  Awkward?  Foolish?  Clumsy?  Maybe you said, “I’ll

never play this game again.”  But like virtually anything- the more you practice the

more you become proficient and even confident in your ability.

We are, though, a very distracted people.  If you aren’t very regular in prayer, may I

suggest what Richard Foster calls “Breath Prayers” to start praying to God.

Use the name you feel comfortable with to refer to God.

Tell Him something that can be said in one breath.

for example:

God, I love you.  Please help me love you more.

Father, teach me to spend time in prayer with you.

Almighty God, Help me to appreciate You in the beauty of Your creation.



I want to encourage you to speak words of love and compassion to the Father.  It

may feel strange and unnatural at first, for some of you may not be used to loving

God in this way.  However, in time you will find that what you are saying is very

natural to those in love.

        We all have our own special names for those who are closest to us.

To be sure, this life of passion for God, this life of unbroken sharing and dialogue is

not automatic or effortless.  This should not surprise us;  anything worth anything

always takes effort.

The more serious the situation you are in or are facing, the more difficult it is to

pray, especially when the human outlook is bleak.  Jesus, the best prayer giver ever,

certainly struggled in the Garden of Gethsemane before the cross.  We should not be

surprised when praying to the same God becomes a chore or difficult for us as well.

Because we fall in love with God:

III.  We Do Ministry (as a result we become close)

The quickest way to get close to God is to do ministry (serve Him).  Through being

involved in the Church, maturity is gained.  This helps us do more in the Kingdom.

This is NOT the only way of being close to God, but it is one.  We want to do more

for our Father as He proves himself over and over again.

Everyone needs to be in a small group for caring, sharing, study and growth.

We become more effective in the work of the Church not by working harder, but

SMARTER, i.e. more God and less Gary (you).

It is, after all, God who adds to HIS CHURCH.

There needs to be BALANCE IN MINISTRY...

We need to focus on the:

spiritual

physical

and our emotional health

There needs to be balance between not doing anything and doing too much.

Doing ministry, i.e. serving God and people where we are gifted

and when we are ready.



One problem you see sometimes is that some never get ready, while others may just

need to be gently nudged from the nest.

Some people may try to earn God’s love through a disease that is easy to catch

called “Workaholism.”

God has always wanted to be in community or in a family with mankind.

The prayer of Jesus in John chapter 17 is about God, Jesus, and His Church being

one - DIVINE UNION.  This union with God cannot be brought about by your

experience.  Prayer will not force it to happen.  Neither will love or worship or

sacrifice cause God to act.  He has already loved us from the Beginning.  It is on

God’s initiative that we are brought into the family at all.

Our ministries ought to have one purpose and that is to bring HONOR TO GOD,

OUR FATHER.

Soren Kierkegaard has told us that “purity of heart is to will one thing” (Mt. 5).

God, we want one thing and that is to be used by you.  We know as we serve you that

prayer will become easier because we truly know you better every day.  Help us,

Lord to take the advice of the O.T. prophet Isaiah to God’s people.   Isaiah 55:3 ESV

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with

you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

Conclusion:  I used to use the telephone at work so much that I hated when the

phone would ring even at home.  When we had a land-line, I rarely would answer the

phone at home because I valued quiet even being alone.  Now most of us have mobile

phones and quiet can be a rare commodity.  Don’t get me wrong.  Gretchen called

me the other day to ask me how old Jesus was.  I told her that Jesus was older than

Gaylyn, and she said nooooooo...

Richard Foster tells us of how contemplative prayer immerses us into the silence of

God.  How desperately we in the modern world need this wordless baptism!  We

have become as the early Church father Clement of Alexandria says, “like old shoes

—all worn out except the tongue.”

Guided prayer:  Thank God, right now for something only He can do for you.



(Richard Foster, Prayer, pp. 165-66)  “My Lord and my God, listening is hard for

me.  I do not exactly mean hard, for I understand that this is a matter of receiving

rather than trying.  What I mean is that I am so action-oriented, so product-driven,

that doing is easier for me than being.  I need your help if I am to be still and listen.

I would like to try.  I would like to learn how to sink down into the light of your

presence until I can become comfortable in that posture.  Help me to try now.   Thank

you.—Amen.”

Perhaps this morning you feel light years away from these kinds of feelings and

experiences.  Maybe you have never felt God’s call to be saved, or to listen.  Maybe

you have never felt in anyway encouraged to be active in Christ’s Church.  I want to

encourage you to explore and take a good look.  Some of you may be just trying to

get through this next week, that’s O.K.

I just want you to know that there is a gracious loving God that wants you to become

close to Him.

Why not let Him help you just the way you are right now?

You don’t have to be better than you are right now to come to Jesus - you only need

to be willing.  He is patiently waiting.

Some things seem too good to be true - It is Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the

only true Life that can be found.  If you want to go to heaven, you need to have a

relationship with God through His Son, Jesus Christ.  You do that by...

Salvation only comes through accepting Jesus Christ on His terms.

Why not do it today?


