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Introduction:  Sometimes we know “Why Prayer Fails,” however; many

times we never know, and faith kicks in.  All we should know is our Father

in heaven loves us and has our best interest at heart.

Prayer is a love relationship that is built on trust.  To become intimate (close)

with God we need to do nothing.  It is hard to do nothing!

I.  God Does What It _______________.

(He _______________ us)

A.  God works _______________ on us.

B.  God works through _______________.

II.  We Fall in Love with _______________.

(That provides our _______________)

III.  We Do _______________.

(as a result we become _______________)

Conclusion:  Richard Foster tells us of how contemplative prayer immerses

us into the silence of God.  How desperately we in the modern world need

this wordless baptism!  We have become as the early Church father Clement

of Alexandria says, “like old shoes —all worn out except the tongue.”

Guided prayer:  Thank God, right now for something only He can do for you.

I just want you to know that there is a gracious loving God who wants you

to become close to Him.

Romans 8:17-26 ESV

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,

provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Future Glory

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.   19 For the creation

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.   20 For the

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who

subjected it, in hope   21 that the creation itself will be set free from its

bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children

of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together

in the pains of childbirth until now.   23 And not only the creation, but we

ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait

eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.   24 For in this

hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes

for what he sees?   25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for

it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what

to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with

groanings too deep for words.

(Richard Foster, Prayer, pp. 165-66)  “My Lord and my God, listening is

hard for me.  I do not exactly mean hard, for I understand that this is a

matter of receiving rather than trying.  What I mean is that I am so action-

oriented, so product-driven, that doing is easier for me than being.  I need

your help if I am to be still and listen.  I would like to try.  I would like to

learn how to sink down into the light of your presence until I can become

comfortable in that posture.  Help me to try now.   Thank you.—Amen.”


