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Introduction: On November 10, 1975, the bulk freighter Edmund Fitzgerald

sank in Lake Superior with all hands.

The Fitzgerald cleared Superior, Wisconsin, on her last trip on November 9, 1975,

with a cargo of 26,116 tons of taconite pellets consigned to Detroit.  Traveling

down Lake Superior in company with ARTHUR M. ANDERSON of the United

States Steel Corporation’s Great Lakes Fleet, she encountered heavy weather

and in the early evening of November 10th, suddenly foundered approximately 17

miles from the entrance to Whitefish Bay (47º North Latitude, 85º 7' West

Longitude).

Captain McSorley of the “FITZ” had indicated he was having difficulty and was

taking on water.  She was listing to port and had two of three ballast pumps

working.  She had lost her radar and damage was noted to ballast tank vent pipes

and he was overheard on the radio saying, “don’t allow nobody (sic) on deck.”

McSorley said it was the worst storm he had ever seen.  All 29 officers and crew,

including a Great Lakes Maritime Academy cadet, went down with the ship, which

lies broken in two sections in 530 feet of water.  (DANGEROUS OCCUPATION)

Every year in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and in other areas like the Carolinas

where I have ministered they have what is called a “Blessing of the Fleet.”

When Luke wrote Acts, stories of ship voyages and disasters were as old as

Homer’s Odyssey in the 9th century B.C.E. and there was no shortage of

superstitions about the sea.  We also can see a similarity with the story about

Jonah (Jonah 1:5 and Acts 27:18-19) in the O.T.

Here we find the last two chapters of the book of Acts fulfilling Acts 1:8.

Acts 1:8 (ESV)  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and

to the end of the earth.”

Acts 27-28 records for us a fairly lengthy travelogue of the Apostle Paul and his

companions.  It gives us an example of the “providence of God.”  And finally, it

shares a word of both warning and encouragement.



I know some of you are amazed we can cover 2 chapters at a time, yet in some of

our Bible studies 8-10 verses may be difficult to finish.  This morning, we can only

spend a little time to cover what is nearly three years of Paul’s life.

First of all let’s look at:

I.  Paul’s Trip to Rome

Luke uses the final one-third of Acts to describe Paul’s journey from Jerusalem to

Rome (19:21-28:31). - Stott, p. 385

Paul had been longing to go to Rome for some time (Rom. 15:23), although not

exactly this way.  Yet God had a different plan for Paul.

A.  A little information about sea travel

1. Sea travel was essential to the Roman Empire for its very survival.

Much of the goods that Rome consumed were brought in by ships.  Much of the

grain that was on the menu in Italy came from Alexandria Egypt - as much as

400,000 tons every year some have said.  Paul is put on one of these grain carriers

coming from Alexandria which is on its way to a place called Andramyttium up in

Asia Minor.  He finds himself on his way to Rome probably out of the port of

Caesarea where he had spent the last two years in prison.

2. Sea travel was certainly dangerous.

Illus.  Josephus mentions 600 people going down with a ship in a storm, and he

was one who had to swim for his life.

Illus.  You may remember the movie “The Perfect Storm” about a real event

(near the time of Halloween, 1991) in the Atlantic Ocean off the New England

Coast where the Andrea Gail was lost with its crew.  This real weather event

recorded 65 knot winds and wave heights of 39 feet.

In the first century, the optimum time for sailing was May 27th - September 14th.

From the beginning of November until well into February the Mediterranean was

closed to shipping.  This time of the year provided for storms, unfavorable winds

for sailing, and pirates.  The trip that Paul is taking (probably in 59 A.D.) is said to

have already been past October 5th at Fair Haven on the island of Crete.

B.  Highlights of the trip



1.  Stops along the way (adjusted itinerary)

After embarking from Caesarea probably (although it does not say in the text) the

first stop is:

a. Sidon (founded 2000 B.C.E.) (the next day, 27:3) - Julius, the

    centurion guarding Paul, allows him to leave to be with his

    friends so they can provide for his needs.

b. Paul landed next at Myra in Lycia (27:5) and changed ships

    and boarded an Alexandrian grain carrier bound for Italy.

c. After several difficult days Paul arrived off Cnidus (27:7).

   Because of the winds they were not able to sail directly to Italy.

d. From there they sailed to the lee of Crete and finally to Fair

    Havens (27:8).

e. After a strategic decision the ship attempted to make it to

    Phoenix (27:12, 13), and was driven off course until they finally

   ran aground just off Malta (27:41).

f. Because it was winter the survivors (all 276) stayed on Malta

   for at least three months (28:11).

g. Finally they traveled to Syracuse (28:12) staying there three

    days, then to Rhegium, and finally to Puteoli (28:13) and on

    to Rome overland (28:16).

2. Challenges of the trip

When the ship arrives at Fair Havens there is a discussion about where to stop for

the winter.

Acts 27:9-12 (ESV)  9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now

dangerous because even the Fast[a] was already over, Paul advised them,  10 saying,

“Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of the

cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the centurion paid more attention

to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12 And because the

harbor was not suitable to spend the winter in, the majority decided to put out to

sea from there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor

of Crete, facing both southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there.

Footnotes:  Acts 27:9 That is, the Day of Atonement



Even though Paul is himself an experienced person from previous trips on ships

across the Mediterranean, the owner’s wishes prevail AND they set out for Phoenix,

BUT they never make it there. They are driven out to sea. “If they had been

stationary near land, the storm would have passed.  But on the high seas, they stayed

with the storm that began at Crete and ended at Malta.”-Kistemaker, p. 928

At this point in the journey all hope seems to fade. Paul reminds the passengers

and crew they should have listened to advice he gave them back in Fair Havens.

Paul tells them that in spite of what it looks like, his God will save everyone even

though the ship is to be lost (Acts 27:22).

Just before the ship runs aground, the sailors try to abandon ship without the

passengers.  After that plot is foiled they do run aground trying to make it to the

beach and the soldiers think about killing Paul and all the prisoners lest they

escape.

Here is a good place to review some of the:

C.  Key people in the story

Paul had been interrogated by Felix, Festus, King Agrippa and held in prison for

two years before appealing to Caesar to save his life because of the plots by the Jews.

1. Julius, the centurion in charge of Paul

Paul had certainly made a favorable impression on his guard. Julius extended

privileges to the Apostle all along the trip and even in Rome Paul seems to get

special treatment.

Acts 27:42-44 (ESV)  42 The soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should

swim away and escape.  43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from

carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first

and make for the land,  44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it

was that all were brought safely to land.

Old friends had found time with Paul (on the ship and in ports) - Luke, Aristarchus,

and other unnamed friends back in Sidon near Tyre (maybe another way of saying

Christians). Even as Paul approaches Rome there are Christians that walk up to

greet him.

2. New friends (converts?) are possibly made although there is nothing

    of a church being established.  There is Publius and his father,

   (sick) people on Malta, ship’s crew and passengers (276), etc.



3. The Jewish leaders in Rome provide a backdrop for Paul’s last  words

     in Acts and a commentary on all who reject God’s offer of  salvation.

Paul is, of course, the most important person in the story. This is made very clear in:

II.  The Providence of God in Paul’s Case (Stott, p. 402)

A.  Safe passage

“We need to remember that the sea, reminiscent of the primeval chaos, was a

regular Old Testament symbol of evil powers in opposition to God.” Jesus speaks

to the Sea of Galilee as if it were a demon.  “Be still,” he says.  Even in the book of

Revelation the sea is removed (21:1) and no longer is a barrier to access to God.

If God has promised, it will be fulfilled!  God, throughout the ages, has provided

protection for those he has chosen to be a part of His plan.  “Scripture is full of

examples of the devil seeking to thwart God’s saving purpose through his people

and his Christ.

1. He tried through Pharaoh to drown the baby Moses,

2. through Haman to annihilate the Jews,

3. through Herod the Great to destroy the infant Jesus in Bethlehem

4. and through the Sanhedrin to stifle the apostolic witness and smother

    the church at its birth.

5. And now through a storm at sea he attempted to stop Paul bringing

    The Gospel to the capital of the Roman world.

B.  Paul’s witness is enhanced.

If you think about it:  if Paul had never gotten into trouble with the Jewish

authorities, who were his former bosses and partners in persecuting the church,

he never would have appealed his case to Caesar.  And it is highly unlikely that

Paul would have ever had opportunity to present the gospel to Nero himself

otherwise.  See how God works?

And at the end of Paul’s life, in the last five years where he is under arrest in

prison or being guarded in a rented house, he produces four prison letters which

are important to the church in their content, but also in their mood - full of joy,

peace, patience, and contentment - full of the Holy Spirit’s influence.

Paul knew he was facing his own death, but he had already risen with Christ.

C.  Paul’s ministry is made more credible.



Paul’s ministry is authenticated by his sufferings.  He is willing to endure anything

for the cause of Christ.  “Nothing proves the sincerity of our beliefs like our

willingness to suffer for them.” (Stott, p. 404)

“The vocations to service and to suffering are intertwined, (so) that the witness

and the martyr are one (µαρτυµαρτυµαρτυµαρτυµαρτυs), and (that) the seed which multiplies is the seed

which dies.”

John 12:24 (ESV)  24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

III.  What Was Old Is New Again

When Paul finally got to Rome ...

A.  The prophet Isaiah’s words find a similar N.T. context. (Kistemaker, p.965)

In the O.T. God loved Israel.  He had blessed them in many ways. The more He

blessed them, the more His own people rejected Him and His principles for them.

God has always been a God of love, but He has always been a God of justice as

well.

In Jesus’ healing ministry he gave sight to the blind and so fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy

showing that He was the Messiah.  But the Jews refused to believe.  At other times

they even were foolish enough to say what Jesus did was of the devil thus sealing

their own fate.  Jesus said these people were on the outside and would be excluded

from the Kingdom.

After telling a parable (The Sower) Jesus quoted Isaiah in Mark’s gospel:  Mark

4:9-12 (ESV) 9 And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  10 And when

he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables.  11

And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but

for those outside everything is in parables,  12 so that “‘they may indeed see but

not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and

be forgiven.’”

In our story today at the close of the book of Acts, we hear Paul speak the same

judging word from Isaiah to his non-believing Jewish audience:   12 so that “‘they

may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest

they should turn and be forgiven.’”

B.  Isaiah is still speaking today.



We should never think that what Paul said in the first century has no real application

for us today.  The principles are the same.  God still requires faithful witnesses to

take the message of salvation out into the world.  God’s word has not been left to

us for just personal study, but to share it and pass it on to generations coming up.

Our family and friends need to know that if they reject our Lord’s offer, they, too,

will suffer eternal consequences.

Conclusion:  If God can work through what appears on the surface to be

negative events in Paul’s life and create a blessing, why not us, too?  Many of the

events in our lives that we would not desire for ourselves, may be God’s will and

plan to provide something even better.

Romans 8:28 (ESV)  28 And we know that for those who love God all things work

together for good,[a] for those who are called according to his purpose.

Footnotes:  Romans 8:28 Some manuscripts God works all things together for

good, or God works in all things for the good

Finally, there is an attempt by some commentators to make this historical trip of

Paul’s into an allegory.  In Acts of the Apostles: The Unfinished Work of Christ,

August van Ryn (19th century) develops this fantastic allegory  (Stott, p. 401):

“The ship is the visible church, whose history has been a voyage from ‘its pristine

perfection’ in Jerusalem at Pentecost, through ‘much contrary wind and violent

storms’ (persecution and false doctrine) to ‘its moral and spiritual wreck in Rome,’

that is, in the Roman Catholic Church.  Those on board are a mixed multitude.

Some resemble the centurion, who believed the captain and owner of the ship

(church leaders) ‘more than those things which were spoken by Paul,’ while others,

even in the midst of darkness, storm and fear, listen to Paul’s teaching and are

saved.  These also throw the wheat into the sea, casting their bread on the waters,

that is, broadcasting gospel seed far and wide.  The crew struggle to undergird

the ship (well-meaning people who try to hold the church together by union

schemes). But they cannot prevent it from being wrecked, from being broken into

a thousand fragments.”

All this may be fine if you have an ax to grind, but usually in every piece of

Scripture we can find application for our own lives.

1.  When we don’t trust completely in God, when situations are negative, we need

to know He still can produce a positive result.  Arrest, imprisonment, ship wreck,

and the seeming loss of years produce letters to the churches and an opportunity

to take the gospel to Rome, the center of the world back then.



2. We need to remember that those who mistreat us also need God’s grace.  The

opinion about Paul went from he was an evil man to he was a god in just three

verses’ time (in Acts 28:4-6, there is a story of a viper attaching itself to Paul’s

hand). Even though people’s opinions may vary wildly about us, God’s opinion is

the only one that matters.

Jesus said to “love your enemies.”  There is good reason for that.  In fact, we

were His enemies once.

3. We need to know that sometimes the seas of life can be rough, but we still need

to be bold about spreading the Gospel.  We can all make excuses, but the bottom

line is that we all have a responsibility to share what we know about Jesus.

Philippians 4:12-13 (ESV)  12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to

abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty

and hunger, abundance and need.  13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

Speaking of God, V. Raymond Edman said this in a book called Quietness and

Confidence,

“First, He brought me here, it is by His will I am in this strait place:  in that fact I

will rest.

Next, He will keep me here in His love, and give me the grace to behave as His child.

Then, He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me lessons He intends for me to

learn, and working in me the grace He means to bestow.

Last, in His good time He can bring me out again - how and when He knows.  Let

me say I am here,

(1) By God’s appointment,

(2) In His keeping,

(3) Under His training,

(4) For His time.”


