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Introduction:  Over the last few weeks we have covered John 6.  The whole

chapter is about bread that is physical and also spiritual.  Jesus knew he must

make a distinction for the crowds who were following him.

Even though I sometimes use this chapter in John to provide a passage for when

I am delivering the Lord’s Supper to those who may be unable to attend services,

it is not primarily about the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist as some might imply.

We are simply, I believe, talking about other topics here.

Jesus was attempting to lay out for everyone what it would take to follow him.

There were those who thought that it was all one way.  Jesus would give them

everything they wanted and nothing would be required of them.  Sacrifice was a

concept they didn’t want to explore - not for their Messiah, and certainly not for them.

John Owen wrote, “The whole foundation of all gospel faith rests in the glory of

Christ’s person and offices…. It is this knowledge of him alone that will make us

despise all other things in comparison with him.” Jesus is the pearl of great price.

He is the treasure in the field. Sell everything and buy that pearl!  Buy that field!

I like the way Juan Carlos Ortiz tells the story of the pearl of great price (adapted

from The Disciple [Creation House], pp. 34-35). A man sees this pearl and says to

the merchant, “I want this pearl. How much is it?”

The seller says, “It’s very expensive.” “How much?” “A lot!” “Well, do you think

I could buy it?” the man asks.

“Oh, yes,” says the merchant, “everyone can buy it.”

“But I thought you said it was very expensive.” “I did.” “Well, how much?”

“Everything you have,” says the seller.

“All right, I’ll buy it.” “Okay, what do you have?”

“Well, I have $10,000 in the bank.” “Good, $10,000. What else?” “That’s all I

have.” “Nothing more?” “Well, I have a few dollars more in my pocket.” “How

much?” “Let’s see … $100.” “That’s mine, too,” says the seller.



“What else do you have?” “That’s all, nothing else.” “Where do you live?” the

seller asks. “In my house. Yes, I own a home.” The seller writes down, “house.”

“It’s mine.”

“Where do you expect me to sleep—in my camper?” “Oh, you have a camper, do

you? That, too. What else” “Am I supposed to sleep in my car?” “Oh, you have a

car?” “Yes, I own two of them.” “They’re mine now.”

“Look, you’ve taken my money, my house, my camper, and my cars. Where is my

family going to live?” “So, you have a family?” “Yes, I have a wife and three

kids.” “They’re mine now.”

Suddenly the seller exclaims, “Oh, I almost forgot! You yourself, too! Everything

becomes mine—wife, children, house, money, cars, and you, too.” Then he goes

on, “Now, listen, I will allow you to use all these things for the time being. But

don’t forget that they’re all mine, just as you are. And whenever I need any of

them, you must give them up, because I am now the owner.”

John 6:60-71 ESV The Words of Eternal Life

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can

listen to it?”  61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling

about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?  62 Then what if you were to

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?  63 It is the Spirit who gives

life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and

life.  64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the

beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray

him.)  65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it

is granted him by the Father.”  66 After this many of his disciples turned back and

no longer walked with him.  67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go

away as well?”  68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You

have the words of eternal life,  69 and we have believed, and have come to know,

that you are the Holy One of God.”  70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose

you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.”  71 He spoke of Judas the son of

Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him.

A lot of people read this passage of Scripture from John 6 and are offended, but I

don’t think for a lot of the reasons people sometimes give.  Salvation is about a

war of wills and who a person might believe and follow.  There will always be

excuses for not following Jesus.



I.  Jesus Speaks Hard Truths (vv. 60-63).

I have a lot of questions about this text in trying to interpret what is really

happening here.

Q.  Is Jesus simply trying to thin the crowd to have just the serious disciples left

by using off-putting demands on them:  “eat my flesh, drink my blood.”

A.  This would certainly have been offensive and unthinkable by Jews who were

serious about clean and unclean rules.  Some commentators even suggest the

audience of followers heard something like cannabalism being demanded.

But what if John 6 is more about God’s part in salvation, His sovereignty and

initiation? After all they had the patriarchs and the Law that they could use to

justify themselves before a holy God.  You hear it everywhere in the New Testament,

too.  One familiar story is what has traditionally been called the story of “The

Rich Young Ruler.”  Mark 10:17-22 ESV  17 And as he was setting out on his

journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what

must I do to inherit eternal life?”  18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me

good? No one is good except God alone.  19 You know the commandments: ‘Do

not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do

not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’”  20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all

these I have kept from my youth.”  21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and

said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  22 Disheartened by

the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Q.  What do we have to do to have eternal life?

A.  Whatever Jesus says we are to do, even if it doesn’t make sense to us.

The old ways are sometimes (too) comfortable.  With the Law, the Jews thought

they understood what they had to do.  But, Jesus was upsetting people’s ideas of

what God expected from them.  He was teaching all of us something new:  “You

have heard it said (in Scripture)..., but I say to you.  God wants our hearts and full

allegiance, not just performance, or simply going through the motions.

Difficult teaching can produce resistance beyond whether it is true or not.  Like

many situations in life, truth sometimes is found out, discovered, recognized later.

I am sure many people got it later that this was in fact the great “I AM.”  Though,

I am sure that even at the cross Jesus’ closest disciples still were not convinced of

his deity, his divinity because this flew in the face of what they had been taught

about God.  Yet Jesus came to show us God and how much God loves us all!



If these sayings of Jesus were regarded as hard, difficult to comprehend, “eating

his flesh and drinking his blood” how will they make sense out of God dying on

an instrument of torture that makes the Messiah look as if he is cursed by God?

After the resurrection, and in the context of the ascension, even Matthew’s gospel

reminds us that some still doubted, but when the Holy Spirit came, eternal life

becomes available to all who will believe.

II.  Jesus Is Not Always Accepted (vv. 64-66).

Even though Jesus does not directly cause disbelief or desertion, He is fully aware

of our future decisions as he was with Judas’ coming betrayal.  This walking

away by so-called disciples is usually not a sudden act, but the slow waning of

faith and succumbing to other deceptive and seductive voices.  We come down

awfully hard on Judas from this distance in time, but is not a cessation of following

Jesus and forgetting to be faithful to His Church a betrayal, and an equally hateful

and heinous act?

There are always some who will not believe for all kinds of reasons.  Sometimes

“familiarity breeds contempt.”  A prophet is not honored in his own country and

besides that they said they knew Jesus’ family.   But Jesus redefines what it

means to be family.  Luke 8:19-21 ESV  19 Then his mother and his brothers came

to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd.  20 And he was told,

“Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.”  21

But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the

word of God and do it.”  - There is no room for compromise or debate with Jesus.

He is to be believed and followed.  Even when close friends or family walk away

from the Faith, we must remain true to the One who has called us out of darkness.

Right ahead of this Jesus explains why some do not understand him:  Luke 8:9-10

ESV  9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant,  10 he said, “To

you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others

they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not

understand.’

God breathes into Adam’s physical body in order to have him come alive (Gen.

2:7).  It is the Spirit of God that can produce real (eternal) life in us through faith

and acceptance of Jesus’ words no matter what.



This change from death to life is all from God.  He initiates His claim on us.  We

cannot succeed in our spiritual life without God’s help (v. 65).  Especially in these

troubled times we must accept God’s will for us - He wants everyone to be saved,

even our seemingly political adversaries.  We need to carefully evaluate who the

Enemy is AND in whose Kingdom we live!

I Timothy 2:1-4 ESV  1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,  2 for kings and all who

are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified

in every way.  3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who

desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

You understand that not everyone wants God’s help.  John 3:19-20 ESV  19 And

this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  20 For everyone

who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his

works should be exposed.

Jesus is not always accepted, but one must realize that everything we say and do

is about choosing sides.  And how we live our lives is certainly one definitive test

of whether we live in the light or reside in darkness.

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.

There are turning points in all our lives, but in all this:

III.  Jesus Allows for Our Free Will (vv. 67-71)

In times of trouble and indecision, Jesus invites us to stay and continue to confess

our loyalty and faith in Him as our Savior.  “I still believe” is a powerful statement

when life doesn’t make sense. Like Job of the OT, your friends or spouse may be

saying just curse God and walk away.

Job 2:9-10 ESV 9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity?

Curse God and die.”  10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women

would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil

(disaster)?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.



Even Peter’s confession in John lacks Jesus’ correction that we hear in Matthew’s

account:  Matthew 16:21-23 ESV     Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be

killed, and on the third day be raised.  22 And Peter took him aside and began to

rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord![a] This shall never happen to

you.”  23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a

hindrance[b] to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but

on the things of man.”

Footnotes:  [a]  Matthew 16:22 Or “[May God be] merciful to you, Lord!”

[b]  Matthew 16:23 Greek stumbling block (same word as in John 6:61)

God always knows what is best and what will end up being a blessing for us.

Heaven is waiting for those who don’t lose heart and keep their faith in Jesus.

Conclusion:  Just like Job of the OT, you may have everything you hold dear

taken away from you, and all you have left is your faith.  But just like Job if you

remain faithful, your life story may end like his.  Job 42:10 ESV  10 And the Lord

restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the Lord

gave Job twice as much as he had before.

And what awaits the faithful will be worth more than you can imagine when we

reside with God for eternity.

We need a little more time here with John 6 verse 70:   70 Jesus answered them,

“Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.”

So being chosen, even by God, does not keep you in a right relationship with God.

It did not for everyone in Israel, it did not override Judas’ poor decision; and it

cannot help us to be secure if we make bad choices and refuse to remain faithful.

Or as John says it:  “abide in Him.”  Choosing to follow Jesus is a covenantal

one-time act born out of love that must be a daily and continuous decision that

demonstrates our obedience and faithfulness.

Do not discount Jesus’ words because you are unfamiliar with Him or His demands.

Yes, it is difficult sometimes.  Not everyone will follow you as you follow Jesus, in

fact few will find their way to the Father.  But even in Proverbs, Jesus is the way

and the path to Life.  The alternate route only leads to Death, if followed.



Once you believe, keep on believing and stay faithful to the One who loves you.

Don’t allow deserters to distract you or lead you off the path to Life.

To be a true disciple we must want what God/Jesus wants.

Has your commitment wained or gotten stronger with time?

Craddock - The offense of all Scripture is:  we have life by the election of grace.”

Fred Craddock sums up (John, p. 56) “The subject of chapter 6, then, is grace,

or perhaps more clearly in our language, gift.  The bread in the wilderness was a

gift.  The bread as word from heaven was and is a gift.  The bread on the table of

the eucharist is a gift.  What does one do, standing thus before a gift?

ONE GIVES THANKS!


