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Introduction:  Paul discovered early that there is a difference between

biological existence and spiritual NEW LIFE in Christ.  Paul discovered at

mid-life that LIFE was not found in the LAW.  He encountered Jesus on

the Damascus Road and was never the same and Paul then writes

extensively about Grace vs. Law and life vs. death.

I.  Life Is Found in _______________ with Jesus Christ.

II.  Power for Life Is Found in the _______________.

Conclusion:  ARE YOU DEAD OR ALIVE?

One way to tell if you are dead or alive is are you living by the flesh, just

your own power, or by the Spirit?  Let’s keep in step with the Spirit!  Here

again in Galatians is some forensic evidence to discover with whom you

are working:  Galatians 5:16-26 ESV  16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and

you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  17 For the desires of the flesh

are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for

these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you

want to do.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,

sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,

dissensions, divisions,  21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I

warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not

inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against

such things there is no law.  24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit,

let us also keep in step with the Spirit.   26 Let us not become conceited,

provoking one another, envying one another.

Day’s End Prayer

I’m out of breath, Lord…
From going the extra mile so often for so many.
My capacity to give feels drained, washed out, expended, dried up.
I guess I want a chance to bask in praise, recognition, appreciation,
even acclaim.

Forgive selfish introspection, Lord, and needless self-pity,
misdirected, unjustified grudges, and my complaining spirit.
Remind me that I, too, make mistakes, let people down, and act on selfish
whim.  Give me strength to keep on giving, and living, and caring and
serving when no reward is in sight, and when no one is there to say thanks,
let my joy be in doing the unrecognized job just for You.             Amen.

Romans 7:1-6 ESV
Released from the Law

1 Or do you not know, brothers[a]—for I am speaking to those who

know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he

lives?  2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he

lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage.[b]

3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man

while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that

law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body

of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised

from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.  5 For while we

were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at

work in our members to bear fruit for death.  6 But now we are released

from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in

the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.[c]

Footnotes:

[a]  Romans 7:1 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 4

[b]  Romans 7:2 Greek law concerning the husband

[c]  Romans 7:6 Greek of the letter


