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Text:  John 16:1-4 ESV  1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from

falling away.  2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is

coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.  3 And they

will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me.  4 But I have

said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I

told them to you.

Introduction:  The truth of the Gospel never changes, but it is ever new to

every generation.  It must be spoken in every time and place and applied to our

current situation.  We are living in very dangerous times when the Gospel must

be preached and shared with all who will listen before it is too late.

Here Fred Craddock’s comments are again timely:  “The church must not allow

itself to be intimidated into silence because not everyone agrees with its sermon.

In the heydey of Christendom when Christianity was the official religion, the

church was the only team on the field and could score at will.  Such was not the

case when this Gospel (of John) was written, nor is it today...Were the church to

become so protective and defensive as to force Today to serve yesterday, then the

present would cease to be God’s time and preachers would turn curators.” -

(Quebec City Presbyterian Church)       Craddock, John, pp. 120-121

In our day and time there is an overt attempt to remove talk about God and Jesus

from the marketplace and because of the view of separation of church and state,

God is excluded from most discussions.  In some settings today you may be punished

for even mentioning the name of Jesus!

Have you ever heard that dreaded phrase:  “This is for your own good.”  It used

to mean at my house there was a spanking or some other discipline coming my

way like being “grounded.”  Sometimes this was said to explain a loss or other

negative event at the time.  Have you ever heard:  “you’ll thank me for this later”?

In our text this morning, Jesus, the Master Teacher, was trying to give a new lesson.

Jesus continues his teaching and John allows us to listen in, kind of like monitoring

a class.  The difference here is that even though we were not in the original class,

there will be a test at the end!



At the beginning of our text (v.1), the “reason for Jesus telling his disciples about

his leaving is literally to prevent scandal - and help prevent their faith from being

shaken.” - Raymond Brown, John, Anchor Bible, Vol. 2

John 16:5-7 ESV  5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks

me, ‘Where are you going?’  6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow

has filled your heart.  7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper (Comforter, παρακλητοπαρακλητοπαρακλητοπαρακλητοπαρακλητοs) will

not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.

Jesus’ leaving would provide the Holy Spirit (Comforter).  John admits in his

gospel that Jesus’ physical departure provides a blessing for us.  John 20:29 ESV

29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are

those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

So for the disciples - Jesus’ leaving provided an opportunity for spiritual growth

and a way to voice their faith personally.  Some churches when a minister leaves

the church declines, and that is more an appraisal of the congregation than the

departed preacher.  When a church is healthy spiritually, it will grow because of

increased participation.

How many of you have ever had to take bad-tasting medicine (Cod Liver Oil)?

The worst tasting medicine sometimes is the best for you.  Jesus’ leaving provides

a new dependency on His ever-present Spirit.  And His leaving provides for us a

progression of gifts, if you will.

I.  Jesus’ Leaving Provides Grief.

In a Gothic version it reads the disciples were “made numb with sadness.”  Kittel

says, “Christ’s departure plunges the disciples into the grief not merely of mental

sorrow but of vulnerability in the world.”  There Master, Rabbi has left!

Q.  Why do moms and dads worry when their children go off to school?

A.  Because the world is not always a safe place.  Even college students can be in

danger (Last week, a Virginia Commonwealth University,  19-year-old student

died due to a fraternity hazing it appears).



When I was in 5-6th grade, I had a friend, named “Red” who was my protector.  I

never had to worry.  I don’t know why, but he made sure I got home safely some

days.  I was never really afraid when he was around.  Christians have the Holy

Spirit to protect us from harm.  We need not be afraid.

Grief can actually produce personal growth.  It is never intended to cripple.

Many people try to live their lives through others.  You see that with a father and

child sometimes.  The father may try to revisit his youth vicariously through his

son or daughter’s achievements in sports for an example.  Mom may have her

child pursue cheerleading or music or the arts as another example.

Sometimes children never really develop a relationship with God.  They depend

upon their parents for that, but when they find themselves separated by death or

distance they grieve.  They sense a great loss of both presence and security, and

understand that faith needs to be personal.

Grieving many times can be a springboard for personal responsibility.  We are

forced into a “solo” position that at first is very uncomfortable.  But as time

passes our new responsibilities become easier (ministry training, video training).

For the disciples tears and fears would turn into joy.  I believe that many of us as

we mature will go through the same process - when we see how loss can become

gain with the Holy Spirit involved.

II.  Jesus’ Leaving Provides a Plaintiff.

People in the world do not have the Holy Spirit (God) in their lives.  They have

this relationship only indirectly!

What do I mean by Plaintiff?  This is the One who brings suit or charges against

a defendant.  Here Craddock can help us:  “The relationship of the Spirit to the

world is indirect - mediated through the Church.  It becomes the persuading

force and evangelizing power that enables the church to bring the unbelieving

world under conviction.

Listen to John 16 here:   8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning

sin and righteousness and judgment:  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe

in me;  10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see

me no longer;  11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.



So again in verse 8, the Plaintiff is going to perform three actions:  8 And when he

comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:

In verse 9, “sin” is defined as those who “do not believe” and is literally they

“refuse to believe.”  This is not about original sin or individual sins that separate

us from God.  It is not about breaking the Ten Commandments or some ghastly,

heinous action.  The only sin that separates us from God and a reward in heaven

is the sin of unbelief.  “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”

Proclamation of the Gospel is critically important because “faith comes by hearing”

the Word of God.  And righteous living will provide the strongest witness to a

deceived world.

The Holy Spirit was sent to convict/convince an unbelieving world of its sin:

1.  through the Word being proclaimed verbally; 2.  through the Word lived out in

the holy lives of Christians; 3.  and through events in our lives that are designed

to open our eyes and the world’s.

Jesus’ own righteousness was made clear by his death, burial and resurrection

after which he ascended into heaven and is still seated beside the Father, speaking

in our defense.  He was innocent of all charges and was made victorious over

Satan.  Righteousness always needs to be demonstrated.  With Jesus temporarily

gone, and his perfect witness absent from the world in part, it is up to Christians

to show what it means to love God.  We do this guided by the Holy Spirit.

Some day we all will be in court.  The devil will accuse us, but we have an

Advocate with the Father who has already saved us from punishment, if we have

obeyed Him and are believing in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Bultmann, John, p. 565 - Just as the world “has deceived itself over the meaning

of sin and righteousness, so to it fails to see that the judgment (κρισικρισικρισικρισικρισιs) is already

ensuing, that the prince of this world is already judged; i.e. it fails to see that it is

itself already judged - condemned for holding on to itself, to its own standards

and ideals, to what can be seen.”

There is a cosmic spiritual battle waging, even though unseen and unrecognized

by many, but the Church must be engaged and must win with the help of their

Lord and the Holy Spirit.



III.  Jesus’ Leaving Provides Guidance.

Just two chapters earlier in John’s Gospel (a few days ago in the biblical story),

Jesus had declared “I Am the Way.”  This is really the same idea.  A guide shows

the way, reveals the right path and direction, for those who are seeking to follow

and obey God.

A guide is a lot like a teacher who exposes his students to lessons as they are able

and ready to grasp the information.  Math is progressive  And what starts out

simple turns into advanced algebra and calculus and the like.  Even language is

that way.  In high school there were three years of French.  In college there was

Greek I, II and III.  And everyone may be in a different place.  My great niece,

Lola, (in Florida) used the word “satiated” the other day.  She’s eight years old.

This is like what we hear Jesus say in verses 12-13:   12 “I still have many things to

say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he

will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but

whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to

come.

Revelation and information many times is withheld until capacity to understand

is in place.  Bible study is many times graded or adjusted to the student.  Even

emotionally, we may not unload the whole thing in medical situations or relational

trials.

John 16:14-15 ESV  14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and

declare it to you.  15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will

take what is mine and declare it to you.

What is taught and said must also be practiced and done so there is both an oral

and a visible witness.  The best guide is going to provide a proper example and

model.  Jesus’ life was perfect.  All of us will fail to meet His high standard of

living, but we must try our best to imitate Him.

In the parent/child relationship, parents need to do the right things!  Your walk

and talk ought to match up with what you are telling your children is right.  To

have any credibility and to be effective, all of us need to be consistent in our walk

with Jesus.



We should be guiding people the same direction, up the right path - not down the

wrong way.  We need to be walking the way Jesus did - on His way back home,

toward God.

Our relationships anywhere ought to speak volumes about our faith in the way

we interact with people, the quality of what we produce, and ultimately point

people to God.  The love and caring attitude with our families, the grace and

forgiveness we extend, coupled with the joy we express ought to help guide others

to God.  Our marriages ought to mirror the relationship Christ had with His

Bride, the Church.

Ephesians 5:9-11 JB - “for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness

and right living and truth.  Try to discover what the Lord wants of you having

nothing to do with the futile works of darkness, but exposing them by contrast.”

Some of the things we are taught or we learn in life are not pleasant.  We do not

always see how things are for our good.  We have all had loss and disappointment

or will have.  What do you do with that?  We trust God and His Word.

Romans 8:28 RSV  28 We know that in everything God works for good with those

who love him, who are called according to his purpose.

Illus.  When Marsha Smith lost her husband to leukemia when he was only 52,

that was a hard experience.  She told me later that through that loss she developed

a stronger prayer life and was drawn closer to God.  Because of the financial

arrangements her husband had made, she was also able to personally guarantee

the church’s new construction loan for nearly $500,000 allowing the church to

build and grow and be a stronger witness in the community of Midland, MI.

Conclusion:  John 16:16 ESV “A little while, and you will see me no longer;

and again a little while, and you will see me.”

Jesus insisted:  “This Is for Your Own Good.”   Life is full of transitions and

adjustments:  comings and goings.  It is full of opportunities to choose and decide.

If you are not a Christian the Holy Spirit is here today standing in Jesus’ place to

convict you of your sin - and convince you of your need for a Savior.  Listen to

Him!



You can have Jesus live inside of you by placing your faith and trust in Him.

By repenting

By confessing His Lordship

By being baptized in water for the forgiveness of your sins

Baptism is when you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  He then will be your

guide through life until we all see Jesus again face to face.

Everyone is going to see Jesus some day, no exclusions.

The question is:  When you see Him will you be His Friend or will you be His

adversary.  Will you be seated at His table or eternally shut out from His presence?

Please decide in His favor, TODAY!

Christian brothers and sisters, Jesus has gone on ahead to prepare a place for

us.  Would you try and help someone you know to join us there?  Do all you can to

witness to unbelievers you know.


