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Introduction:  It has been a difficult year, what with the Scripps National

Spelling Bee being canceled.  I love spelling and word games.  Scrabble is my

favorite game of all times.  “Words with Friends” is a close second.  Those of you

more mature adults, do you remember what you were doing in 1958-1960?  I was

involved with the National Spelling Bee competition.  I also had a huge crush on

Brenda Lyttle (a blonde with brains, her family was from Kentucky originally).  I

came in 2nd place in 5 & 6th grade.  I suppose runner-up was a great honor but I

wanted to be #1.  Same thing happened in 7th grade, runner-up again. Leland

Bard beat me that year (He was valedictorian of our H.S. graduating class; perfect

4.0 at The Ohio State University - a big show-off).  I didn’t even try in 8th grade.

Those of you who really know me, know that I am pretty competitive, maybe to a

fault, if that is even possible.  And the old saying certainly is true:

“It takes more grace than I can tell to play the second fiddle well.”

John the Baptist’s gifts were used to introduce the Messiah.  Once Jesus comes,

John’s ministry is really finished.  This is no time for pride or dividing up disciples.

It is a time to remember where all legitimate gifts come from (God, heaven) and

to Whom we are responsible.

John the Baptist’s position has been described as a prophet or forerunner for

Jesus.  In our text today he is called a Rabbi (v. 26), the same term used to

describe Jesus.  John  is also called a friend to the bridegroom (v. 29)  — a best man.

It is the best man’s job to see that the groom and the bride get married without

any problems.  The best man does not complain because he is not the bridegroom.

That is not his role.  John was satisfied with his ministry of introducing Jesus to

the faithful of Israel (the ones who were looking for a Messiah).

I believe God gives us all ministries to perform.  All of them are important to the

Kingdom and hopefully through them, we point people to Jesus Christ.  Of all the

letters that the famous preacher Phillips Brooks received, he cherished one received

from a tailor shop near Copely Square in Boston the most.



It read:  “Dear Mr. Brooks:  I am a tailor in a little shop near your church.

Whenever I have the opportunity I always go to hear you preach.  Each time I

hear you preach, I seem to forget all about you, for you make me think of God.”

What a wonderful thing to say about any Christian that we would make them

think of God.

It seems in our text that there was some jealousy over the success of Jesus’ Ministry.

John 3:25-26 ESV  25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples

and a Jew over purification.  26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he

who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is

baptizing, and all are going to him.”

I.  There Is No Room for Jealousy in Ministry.

In Acts 19 you might remember some 30 years after John 3, and well after Jesus

ascended to heaven, there were still some disciples of John the Baptist, who had

only received John’s baptism.

1. John’s disciples apparently did not understand John’s purpose/mission.

2. John did not want position or acclaim.

He wanted to be the best man.  In fact Jesus had said that he was the best prophet ever.

Illus.  You know, I was a bridegroom once, and it was great, a real moment in the

sun.  In his grace, God gives us experiences like that - moments when we’re the

focus of attention, the toast of the party, the only ones on the dance floor.  But, you

know, unless something goes wrong, being the bride or groom is not a frequently

repeating phenomenon.  At least it’s not meant to be.  Yet the good news is that

God absolutely fills our lives with opportunities to be the Best Man or Maid of

Honor - or as John puts it - to be “the friend who attends the bridegroom.”

Lately, have you noticed?  We are in a political war where few are fighting fair

and where all kinds of deceitful tactics are being used.

It is interesting to see how jealousy and prejudice work in the current state of

affairs.  You’ve seen it.  In our text today a tactic that was used against Jesus was:

· Depersonalize your opponent – In verse 26 we have: ‘that man!’ (NIV),

and ‘he who was with you’ (ESV)  They knew Jesus’ name.



Look again more closely at verse 26 - And they came to John and said to him,

“Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—

look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.”

There is power in a name.  The protesters of our day know that.  “Say her name;

say his name,” they will chant.  OSU fans will even say “That Team Up North”

(TTUN), rather than ---you know...

To win the day, people will:

·  Trade in half-truths – ‘he is baptizing’ (cf. 4:2.2 although in fact it was not

Jesus who baptized, but his disciples.)

· Use exaggeration – ‘all are going to him!’ - certainly hyperbole...

When we are jealous it hurts our witness.  People pay more attention to us than

God.  We spend resources and energy fighting fires, chasing down rumors, repairing

damaged relationships.

We have been looking at some of our historical roots during Adult Bible Study,

looking at what we call “The Restoration Movement.”  It’s so sad the areas over

which God’s church divides and fights.  I do not mean to be negative because

there are so many good things about even the most troubled church.    And as long

as we stay focused on the Bridegroom and the Head of the Church good things

will happen and Jesus will be lifted up.

II.  There is Joy in Sharing in Ministry.

John 3:29-30 ESV  29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of

the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's

voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.  30 He must increase, but I must

decrease.”

Baptism can be an issue of controversy.  Is it immersion – pouring – sprinkling –

infants - adults, but it should be a time of joy and sharing?

In my first preaching ministry, Doug Sosaman baptizing his daughter at Deland

Christian Church was a time of great rejoicing.  Another time in Eden, NC, a

family left the church when a mother baptized her daughter because they thought

only the minister could/should baptize.  How silly!



My baptizing our children, David & Jennifer, with a U.C.C. Pastor in a Brethren

Church. Talk about ecumenical.

At camp sessions many times a team leader or counselor baptizes his/her own disciple

The first convert in Midland, MI while I was there was when John Torgerson, an

elder at the church, baptized Theresa Scott in the Tittabawasee River after dark.

We positioned our car on a boat ramp to provide light for the baptism.

But there is much more to ministry than baptisms.  There is:  serving others,

teaching, music, Youth programs, training and all sorts of ministries that

demonstrate the church cares, like calling on the sick and elderly, even picking up

the discarded bulletins  - little things, but all important.

My philosophy of ministry is outlined in Ephesians - Ephesians 4:11-16 (ESV)  11

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,

12  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13

until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,  14 so

that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried

about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful

schemes.  15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into

him who is the head, into Christ,  16 from whom the whole body, joined and held

together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Every part and aspect of ministry is important.  And it is important that we realize

what we are good at -  and then do it (mention spiritual gift tests and NCD).

Illus.  I think of the little boy who was overheard talking to himself: “I am the

greatest batter on earth,” he said. Then he tossed his baseball into the air, swung

and missed. Undaunted, he picked up the ball, threw it into the air, and said to

himself: “I’m the greatest batter that ever played.” Again he swung and missed.

Pausing to examine the bat and ball carefully, he threw the ball into the air again,

whispered “I’m the greatest hitter that ever lived,” took a might cut threw the air

and missed the ball completely. “Wow,” he exclaimed. “What a great pitcher I am!”

We need to discover our gift - and then whatever God decides for us to do, we

need to do it with excellence.



As long as I am in the ministry I want to share the joy that I have found in serving

Jesus.

III. There Is Truth and Life in Following Jesus.

Truth is certified/validated in part by our response to Jesus.  (v. 33)

John 3:33-35 (ESV)  33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that

God is true.  34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the

Spirit without measure.  35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into

his hand.

Jesus is the perfect example of how one obeys God and speaks for (as) God.  His

disciples need to also obey God thereby certifying the truth of the gospel.  Now

that Jesus is physically gone his disciples are to speak the words of God and live

by the power of the Spirit.

Faith for John, as I reminded you last week, is always an action word.  Belief in

the Son requires a following and obedience on our part.

We know that Jesus is the Truth because of his offer of peace.  And no one lays

down his life for mankind when there is a choice.  Jesus willingly gave His life that

we might have life.

John 3:36 ESV  36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

“believes” is a present tense part., i.e. “the one believing” as is does not obey.”

The word translated “rejects” in the NIV is literally “the one disobeying (pres.

part.) in the ESV.

Just like faith or belief creates a way of living (behaving) now, it also talks of

being included NOW in the kingdom (to see eternal life[zoe]).  Rejecting the Son

means rejecting God and will result in God’s wrath for that foolish individual.

John insists the opposite of belief is disobedience and therefore death!

John’s concept of eternal life is best summarized by Craddock, John, p. 34:

“According to this perspective, one does not think of living and then dying, perhaps

to live again but rather of being dead and then, upon faith in Christ, passing out

of death into life (5:24), never to die again.”



Jesus also makes it clear that judgment rests on those who do not believe and

obey.  Wrath remains on that individual until it is removed by believing on the Son.

Unbelief is a state of death and disobedience, a state of living under judgment.  A

present reality that will be further played out in the future.

Eternal life can begin now, but there is a threshold that must be crossed, the

threshold of doubt and despair into the light and truth of God’s love.

Testimony about the truth is confirmed internally.  I John 5:10 (ESV)  10 Whoever

believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe

God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God

has borne concerning his Son.

It is the wrath of God, however, which threatens sinful man.  It is the present

moment which is decisive!  Today for you can be the day of judgment or the day of

redemption, the day of salvation.

Denial of God or what he has done through Jesus in no way takes away the reality

of punishment.   (“Oh, I don’t believe in that stuff.”)

Illus.  Jumping out of a 10th story window in a drug-induced state – believing

you can fly will not cause you to fly.  There is nothing more irrational unless it

would be non-belief in God & His Son.

Conclusion:  A Christian as he/she matures becomes less important and God,

becomes EVERYTHING!

Belief brings eternal life with God.

Disbelief brings eternal life without Him in Hell.

Please do the only thing that make sense.  Let Jesus change you and save you today.

Illus.  Augustine, the great theologian was saved out of a life of filth and sexual

immorality. As he was passing through his former town a previous mistress of his

happened to notice her ex-lover. She chased him and cried out, “Augustine,

Augustine, It is me!” Augustine turned and replied, “Yes it is you, but it is not I.”

The purpose of John’s baptism was to reveal Jesus to Israel.  It is the same today.

Our baptism into Jesus ought to help reveal God to others.

Accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior, TODAY!


