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Introduction:  Luke 24:50-53 ESV  The Ascension  50 And he led them out as

far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them,

he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  52 And they worshiped him

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  53 and were continually in the temple

blessing God.

In this post-Christmas time, we must realize that there is a time for togetherness,

but there is also a time for proclamation.  We now await our Savior, who was

born in a manger, but left this earth from the area where this miracle of resurrection

was performed for Lazarus in our text this morning.

Almost 50 days prior to Christ’s ascension another significant event took place at

Bethany.  In John 11, is the account of the death, burial and resurrection of Lazarus.

This is another of those “I Am” passages, and also one of the seven major signs

recorded in John’s gospel.

John is quite clear as to the theme and purpose of his gospel.  This is found in

easy-to-understand language recorded in John 20:30-31 ESV  30 Now Jesus did

many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this

book;  31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

This life in Jesus must be more than biological life because Lazarus would ultimately

die again.

The account of the raising of Lazarus is too lengthy to be practically read within

the confines of our time together this morning, but I would ask you to read it

again after service today.

You might remember the story!  Mary & Martha sent word to Jesus about Lazarus.

Jesus delays His return, and works in His own time!  We also do not always

understand the Lord’s timing.  One of the Church’s (my) problems is what do we

do when God does not do what I expect, or doesn’t do it the way I want it done,

and in my timing.



Jesus returns to the area of Jerusalem (to Bethany) despite danger – His only

concern is for us.  He died for us!

Martha and Thomas both give the Lord verbal support in verses 16, 27.  We do

not always realize the consequences of our commitments (I do, I will, I promise, I

believe).

John 11:16 ESV  16 So Thomas, called the Twin (Didymus in Greek), said to his

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

In our story, Martha meets Jesus – tells Him he is too late to help (v.21), but still

trusts in Him!  (and this generates a confession, v. 27)  John 11:27 ESV  27 She said

to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is

coming into the world.”   John would later in the book of Revelation refer to Jesus

as “the coming One.”

Then Mary comes to Jesus in an emotionally-charged scene and Jesus weeps

with her - John 11:32-35 ESV  32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and

saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother

would not have died.”  33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had

come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.

34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and

see.”  35 Jesus wept.

Jesus goes to the tomb followed by the reluctant sisters and a questioning crowd.

Even today, we follow and question and doubt (even though Jesus says not to

worry).

Jesus orders the stone removed.  The barrier between death and life is removed,

and in just a few days He would take Lazarus’ place.

Jesus prays and shouts to Lazarus, “Come Out!”

Lazarus emerges wrapped in grave clothes.  Things from the old life still clinging

to him.  Jesus commands some people nearby to unwrap Lazarus and let him go.

As surely as Lazarus left the tomb, Jesus knew he must soon enter it; for Jesus

himself said it.  “One cannot give life unless one dies.”  John would later write:

John 12:24 ESV  24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.



I.  Christ Always Acted for a Reason.

Jesus had specific goals to be accomplished by the performing of any miracle.

Christ wanted to:

1.  Glorify the Father (v.4)

2.  Check His disciples’ commitment by returning to Judea where it was not

     safe (v.8)

3.  Challenge His disciples to believe.   John 11:12-15 ESV  12 The disciples

said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.”  13 Now Jesus had

spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep.  14 Then

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died,  15 and for your sake I am glad that I

was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

4.  Show us what a real man cries about.  John 11:33-37 ESV  33 When Jesus

saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was

deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.  34 And he said, “Where have you

laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  35 Jesus wept.  36 So the Jews

said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who

opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

NOTE:  In verse 33, and 38 Jesus is deeply moved = anger or indignant

Jesus cried one other time – Do you remember?  He wept over Jerusalem!

Jesus is like us in many ways; He is divine, of course, but He is also human.

4:6 He was weary, and needed to sit down by the well in the heat of the day.

4:7 He was thirsty, too.  He was thirsty another time. It was on the cross (19:28).

13:1 He did menial tasks like a common servant, and also was hungry.

Jesus was at times disappointed with weak faith, would cry over loss, was angry

with those who opposed His plan.  Jesus knows how we all feel some days!

He had feelings for the family at Cana who had problems at their rural wedding

(John 2).



He spoke to Nicodemus at night (John 3:1), the Samaritan woman at noon  (John

4:6), and He makes himself available to us at any time.

He looked at the hungry multitude and decided to take action  (John 6:5ff).

He washed his disciples feet  (13:4ff.).

He earnestly prayed for his disciples (17:6ff).

Jesus turns care of his mother over to John while being crucified  (John 19:27).

The risen Lord spoke tenderly to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11ff), also to Thomas

who doubted he was real (20:27), and to Peter (21:15ff.) to help restore his faith.

He also provided breakfast for his disciples (21:12), but never do you get the

impression that He wants us to forget about the fact that He is still the Living

Bread and the Living Water, and the ONLY way to the Father (John 14).

Jesus as perfect man demonstrates that he is deeply concerned for other people,

and He has an attitude that leads to ACTION.  We also need to be a people of

action and be concerned for others just like our Savior.

So the reason for the miracle was to glorify God (v. 4) so there might be faith

generated as a result (vv.5, 26, 40, 42).  But the bottom line is because He loved

Lazarus and He loves us (vv.3, 36).  He wants us to believe, too.

II.  There Were Two Results from the Miracle.

It resulted in Lazarus’ resurrection (vv. 43, 44).

The other obvious result of the miracle was Lazarus’ restoration to his family.

Application for us today:  When we accept Christ we have new life in Christ.

Key Passage:  John 11:25-26 ESV  25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and

the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone

who lives and believes in me shall never die.  Do you believe this?”

What John says through this story of the raising of Lazarus is that apart from

trust in God, the world is a cemetery.  But into this cemetery God sent Jesus

Christ to offer resurrection – the opportunity to pass from death to life (Craddock).



Some of you may have seen the magnificent chapel on the campus of Duke

University.  It is a soaring, Gothic building of great beauty that speaks of the

reality and grandeur of God.  I have heard a wonderful performance of Handel’s

Messiah there.  Will Willimon, who was the Chaplain at Duke, once observed that

there once was a time when that chapel was the dominant building on the campus.

But no longer.  Now the most imposing building is Duke Hospital. “Why is this?”

Willimon posed.  Because “it is our biggest hedge against our greatest fear –

namely, Death.”

I think deep down within us what drives us is not so much the fear of dying as the

fear of meaninglessness.  We think about the possibility of dying, and we wonder

what our lives have amounted to up until now.  Have they counted for anything?

Made a difference?  Don’t most of us hope for more time, a lot more time to make

a bigger difference and to establish meaning?

It’s important to notice Jesus’ words. He doesn’t say “I have the power to give

resurrection on the last day.” He says “I am the resurrection and the life...”  He

says that he is these things. He says that in his presence these things become a

present reality.  He says that those who believe in him, trust him, begin eternal life

now; and nothing on earth can rob us of it (adapted Barbara Brown Taylor, God

in Pain, (Nashville: Abingdon, 1998, p. 68)

“I am...” He says.   Jesus is not only offering a way to heaven.  He is offering life

with meaning and purpose -now.

When we accept Christ we are immediately put into the family of God.  The result

of our faith decision is life eternal with our Creator, Lord and Saviour - NOW!

III.  There Was a Reaction to the Miracle.

If you read John 11:45-53, it is very clear that not everyone accepted Jesus’ miracles

or signs in the same way.   The reactions to Jesus were mixed to say the least.

Some believed – Some wanted him dead.

There is always the constant tension between belief and disbelief – light and

darkness.   John 11:9-10 ESV  9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in

the day?  If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light

of this world.  10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is

not in him.”



John 12:35-46 ESV  35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little

while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one

who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  36 While you have

the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

The Unbelief of the People

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37

Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38

so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

39 Therefore they could not believe.  For again Isaiah said,

40 “He has blinded their eyes

    and hardened their heart,

lest they see with their eyes,

    and understand with their heart, and turn,

    and I would heal them.”

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him.  42

Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the

Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue;

43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes

from God.

Jesus Came to Save the World

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in

him who sent me.  45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me.  46 I have come

into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.

You see everything Jesus did had one purpose and that was to RECLAIM and

REDEEM a lost and dying world and to REVEAL God to mankind. Even his

prayers were given for the crowd standing around Him to draw them to Himself.

Everything we do as Christians should be full of purpose and designed to bring

others to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



My life’s purpose is to expose Scripture – to convince you to believe in Jesus, to

call you for Jesus, to help you realize your need to repent, to confess as Martha

did, to experience the death, burial and resurrection in Christian Baptism.

God may offer us another second, another minute, another hour, another day.  It’s

a gift.  Let’s don’t waste any of His time.  God calls us out of death to life.

If God called the world into existence out of nothing, as the Bible clearly says,

then reanimating a dead body is not much of a challenge.  And that is the promise

that God guarantees through the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:11 ESV  11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in

you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal

bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. Both now and in the future!

Conclusion:  In our story, Lazarus needed help out of his grave clothes, unlike

Jesus.

“It makes a kind of sense to understand John 11:28-44 in view of the fact that

Jesus had said this event would eventuate in his own death.  In fact, one cannot

read the account and continue to think of only Lazarus; one also thinks of Jesus.

Notice:   Jesus troubled and weeping; a tomb not far from Jerusalem; the tomb is

a cave with a large stone covering the opening; the stone is rolled away; Jesus

cries with a loud voice; the grave cloth.  Sounds familiar, even if the sequence is

not.”  Doesn’t it?         Craddock, John, p. 87

Everything Jesus does and says is to induce and produce faith.  John writes his

gospel so that we might believe in Jesus as Savior.  I pray it also is true of us in the

way we live and the conduct of our lives.

In the interim, between Jesus’ comings: Jesus is described as the “Coming One,”

and we hear this in the last book of the NT:  Revelation 1:8 (ESV)   8 “I am the

Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to

come, the Almighty.”

His next coming is still in progress even though he is still here in the person of the

Holy Spirit.  When Jesus comes again every eye will see Him and every knee will

bow.  Let’s be ready!


