
Sermon:  Empower Each Individual
Text:  Acts 18:24-28 ESV

Gary L. Wackler      December 8, 2019

Introduction:  The power of only one person can be multiplied if he or she is open

to God’s leading.  How we accept or reject people may have eternal significance.

“Power” may come before “prayer” in the dictionary, but in our walk with God

and in our work in the church, prayer will always precede power.

Apollos was a Jewish man from the Egyptian city of Alexandria.  Scholars estimate

that about one million Jews lived in Alexandria in the first century.  Alexandria

was a cultured learning center known for its status in the Roman Empire.  Apollos

was a cultured man, a man of learning.  The Old Testament had been translated

from Hebrew to Greek there (Septuagint, i.e., LXX), and Apollos was an eloquent

student of that system.  He had been taught orally, and so his teaching also used

that method.

Luke, the author of Acts, says that Apollos was skilled in the Scriptures (most

certainly the O.T. Scriptures). The problem was that Apollos knew about Jesus,

but did not realize there was something other than John’s baptism.

Acts 18:24-28 (ESV)  24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came

to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures.  25 He had been

instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught

accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard

him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.  27

And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote

to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who

through grace had believed,  28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing

by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

The distinctive differences found in N.T. Christianity as compared to the world

religions - are the cross, the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit.

Apollos could have been rejected because he did not fully understand what it

meant to be a follower of Jesus Christ, but he wasn’t rejected.  And the Church

was never the same.



I.  God Uses Various People for His Church.

Some of the people who have influenced me the most in my walk with the Lord

have held opposing views.  Many of those people have been within the Church.

The idea of the Christian Church is it does not try to force fit everyone into a

mold.  You do not have to believe everything you hear from us.  All we ask is that

you read God’s word to see if what is said is true.

The Christian Church/churches of Christ make the claim that “we are not the

only Christians, but Christians only.” - Illustrate

You see even though Apollos was considered eloquent and skilled in the Scripture,

he was not so full of himself as to not be teachable.  He also was not so proud as to

refuse instruction from Priscilla and Aquilla.

Apollos showed remarkable restraint when he agreed to come to the home of a

tentmaker and his wife to receive instruction, not just because of their humble

craft, but because one of his potential teachers, Priscilla, was a woman.  A Jewish

man being taught by a woman was literally unheard of in most cases.  It was a

similar mistake the Pharisees had made with Jesus.  They knew there was nothing

a carpenter from Galilee could teach them.

It is certainly possible that Apollos could have been discouraged from being a part

of the early church, but instead he found grace and understanding.  He found

people who would patiently work with him where he was in his understanding

about Jesus Christ.  There is no shame in not knowing the Scriptures.  Where the

fault lies is when you don’t care enough about God’s Word to take instruction.

It would be this disciple by the name of Apollos that would later be a positive help

to the Apostle Paul.  At the close of Paul’s life we see Apollos again.  Titus 3:13

puts Apollos with Zenas, a lawyer.  Paul says:  13 Do your best to speed Zenas the

lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.

In I Corinthians 1:  Apollos is such a strong leader that some form partisan groups

and become a divisive element within the church, but Paul still values him.  Apollos

is a part of Paul’s team when Paul says:  I Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)  6 I have applied

all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may

learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in

favor of one against another.



In fact, Paul and Apollos had a very similar start in the faith.  Both were Jews.

Paul was called a “Hebrew of the Hebrews,” but had been reared in a Greek city

and culture much like Apollos.  Both men were fitted for service by their experience,

but most importantly they were prepared by God.  And there were others who

taught them both along the way.

If we are going to empower each individual,

II.  Positive Influence with People Is Needed.

Illus.  Richard Wirthlin, who for some years was President Ronald Reagan’s

pollster, would come and visit him every other week.  Shortly after the attempted

assassination of Reagan, his approval ratings were about 90 percent, which is

virtually the highest on record.  A year later, before we had recovered from the

recession in 1982, his poll rating plummeted to about 30 percent.  Now usually

when the news was good, Wirthlin said he had about a dozen White House

assistants who wanted to come into the Oval Office and tell President Reagan

about the good news.  On this occasion, they shoved him solo into that room.

“You tell him, Dick.”  So Dick went in and Reagan said,

“Well, how was it?  How are they?  What do the figures look like?”

“Well, they’re pretty bad, Mr. President.”

“Well, how bad are they?”

“Well, they’re as low as they can get.”

“So what do you mean?”

“Well, they’re about 32 percent.”

“Anything lower than that in the second year of the presidency?”  Reagan asked.

“I think that’s the lowest,” Wirthlin replied, kind of ruefully.

At that point, Reagan’s face brightened up, and he smiled,

“Dick, Dick, don’t worry.  I’ll just go out there and try to get shot again.”

          (Warren Bennis, .Reflections on Retirement,. Vital Speeches of the Day, Oct. 1, 1995, p. 754)

It is easy to become negative, but it is positive thinking that makes a good difference.

We need to “help people become all God wants them to be.” We need to help

people reach their spiritual potential.  We need to approach people in love and

concern.  We do not need to be confrontational or combative.  An unimmersed

believer may not be a member of this church, but everyone is encouraged to

worship with us in the hope of the truth being discovered.  No one is unwelcome.



The Christian Church has a unique position as it stands on baptism.  I suppose

some have taken this very text to make an analogy between infant baptism and

believer baptism, but I do not believe that is a fair application, especially in light of

the absence of any infant baptism ever being practiced in the early Church.

Owen Crouch makes this appropriate comment about others in Acts 19 who also

had only experienced John’s baptism:  “The twelve had been baptized “into John’s

baptism” (v. 3).  When Paul asked “into what then were you baptized,” he was

asking about that to which (really Whom) they had entrusted themselves in the

committal of baptism.

Scripture is clear baptism involves water, “much water,” going “into water,” and

coming “out of” water.  But baptism that is confined only to water is not Christian

baptism.  (Comment - no faith, no salvation; no repentance, no salvation; no

confession, no salvation; no baptism, no salvation; and continued unrighteous,

unholy living after baptism - no salvation.  Jesus saves, but obedience is required

all along the way.  (Illus. Castelein comment about infant baptism.)

Peter calls baptism, “the pledge of a good conscience toward God (I Peter 3:21),

and in Galatians 3:27 it is baptism that “puts on Christ” and all his benefits. So

Paul was really inquiring, “unto what did you commit yourselves?” They had

entrusted themselves “unto John’s baptism.” Paul proceeded then to explain the

significance of their commitment.  It meant to believe in the one coming after.” (v.

4)  With fuller information they were “baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” (v. 5)

To obey new knowledge is no reflection on past beliefs.
(Illus. field of medicine or other technology)

(Hendee’s meat market illustration, Ambassadors for Christ: Training for

Evangelism, p.48 - student book)  “A man owned a meat market.  He was an

honest, trustworthy, respected man in the little town where he lived.  When he

died, he left the meat market to his son. The son had the state meat inspectors come

out as he took over the store just to check everything out.  He discovered his dad had

unknowingly been overcharging the customers with a slightly heavy scale for years.

Now, would the son be impugning the character (of his dad) or implying anything

negative about the character of his father if he had the scales corrected?  No!  In

fact, knowing his father, the son knew that if his father had known about it, the

father would have corrected the situation.  It would have been an honor to the

father for the son to do the right thing.”



To be empowered ourselves,

III. We Must Be Able To Learn From Anyone.

Just like you, I am a product of the people I have let shape me. That would of

course include God.  But let’s talk about people I have met along the way:

Mrs. Clifford Lines - She was a faithful nursery worker who taught me faithfulness.

Mrs. Brown/McVety - She was my primary S. S. teacher; she taught me stories

about Jesus that were interesting.

Mrs. Elardo - Junior Choir and music was fun and I learned how to sing parts

before I was in 6th grade.

My parents and grandparents - Always went to church and they taught me discipline

and dependability.  Dad’s death taught me that he had faith that brought calmness

in the face of his own death.

Harold Edminson - He was a gentle elder, a kind and sensitive man. I am still

trying to work on that one.

Dr. James Strauss - taught me to always try and stretch my mind and think for

myself and check what I believe with others, but more importantly God’s word.

And even Strauss’ student Dr. Bob Lowery...

Dr. Lynn Hieronymus - taught me that no matter how smart you are, there is a

farmer, a widow, or a town drunk that can help you understand God and grace.

He taught me that you never get big enough to be important.

Dr. Fred Craddock who retired to preach in a small church when he could have

had virtually any pulpit he wanted when he quit Academia.

Many of you have taught me things as well.

Conclusion:  When everyone is empowered the Church will flourish.  This is a

biblical principle that wise men believe and follow.

At the end of the days of truly great leaders, the people will say about them, “We

did it ourselves.” - Lao-Tzu



Illus.  On May 18, 1980, Mount St. Helens in the Cascade Range of Washington

exploded with what is probably the most visible indication of the power of nature

that the modern world has ever seen.  At 8:32 a.m. the explosion ripped 1300 feet

off the mountain, with a force of ten million tons of TNT, or roughly equal to five

hundred Hiroshimas.  Sixty people were killed, most by a blast of 300-degree heat

traveling at two hundred miles an hour.  Some were killed as far as sixteen miles

away.

The blast also leveled 150-foot Douglas firs, as far as seventeen miles away.  A

total of 3.2 billion board feet of lumber were destroyed, enough to build 2,000,000

three-bedroom homes.

Child’s play! compared to what God can do both physically and spiritually in
our world.

It takes God’s Holy Spirit power working through us to reach out and care for

others.  We do that by empowering them - by loving them.  If we will do this, that

will make the difference in the days ahead!  It will bring credibility to our logo!


