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Text:  John 12:20-33 ESV  20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast

were some Greeks.  21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,

and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew

and Philip went and told Jesus.  23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come

for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat

falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  25

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for

eternal life.  26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my

servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?

But for this purpose I have come to this hour.  28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a

voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  29 The

crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered.  Others said, “An

angel has spoken to him.”  30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake,

not mine.  31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be

cast out.   32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”

33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.

Introduction:  The world is in a mess.  It seems there is more violence, hate and

social disintegration than ever before.  Division and mistrust is the menu for the day!

Whether it is Antifa, Proud Boys, anarchists, or Black Lives Matter, we are not a

kinder gentler world.

Nearly three million children are being raised by their grandparents, without a natural

parent in the home in the U.S.

Tens of millions of Americans are attending Twelve Step programs today.  And these

are the people who understand they have a problem and need help.  The scary part

about our world is many people don't know even the difference between right and

wrong, and some of these individuals are the decision makers and gate keepers in

our world.

Listen to the newsfeeds: crime is coming to a town near you in ever-increasing

intensity.



Jesus is the only paradigm (model) that will work to solve the world’s problems.  If

we will let Him, He wants to work through us until He comes again.

"We all have some dying to self to do.  Jesus showed us how it should be done."

"The Church You've Always Longed For" will serve a broken world.  Listen to what

Jesus said:  Matthew 20:27-28 ESV  27 and whoever would be first among you must

be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to

give his life as a ransom for many.”   If Jesus served, then so should we.

I.  We Serve Because of the Cross.

We have been shown what it means to serve.  God cares for everyone, so we need to

serve everyone because of what He did for us.

The cross is the reason we serve.  It broke down every barrier (race - Jew or

Gentile; gender - male or female (only 2); social standing - slave or free).  There is no

language group or ethnic group that does not fall under the saving shadow of the

cross.

We should not worry about others’ motives.  Listen to Luke 9:46-50 ESV  46 An

argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.  47 But Jesus,

knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side  48 and

said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever

receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one

who is great.”  49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in

your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.”  50 But

Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”

(verse 50, do not κωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυω (hinder, prevent) him.)

We should not judge others' fitness for the Kingdom.

Luke 18:15-17 ESV  15 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might

touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.  16 But Jesus called

them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to

such belongs the kingdom of God.  17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive

the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”

(verse 16, do not κωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυω them.)



Jesus’ sacrificial death was for everyone.  We need to open our hearts to all peoples.

Just saying we love everyone does not do it.  Everyone/all nations is too generic.  It

is too broad.  There is no face, no voice to it.  We must serve even people who

repulse us because that is where some of us were before someone ministered to us.

But how is what we do, different from a service group like the Kiwanas or Rotary?

Why is it that some people join the church and never quite get it?  Didn't they

understand?  It seems like nothing changes except maybe how they spend some time

on Sundays.  Everyone is called to (διακονεωδιακονεωδιακονεωδιακονεωδιακονεω) serve.

II.  We Serve Because of the Word.

We have been told the Good News, and we are commanded to also tell others.

There is a real tendency to try to do sensational things to get attention.  People may

be looking for miracles and the latest spiritual thrill.  Jesus said signs and wonders

will not carry the day.  It is the word of God - the Bible that needs to be sufficient.

Faith comes by hearing.  Luke 16:19-31 ESV  19 “There was a rich man who was

clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.  20 And at his

gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,  21 who desired to be

fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and

licked his sores.  22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's

side. The rich man also died and was buried,  23 and in Hades, being in torment, he

lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.  24 And he called

out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his

finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’  25 But Abraham

said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and

Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in

anguish.  26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in

order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may

cross from there to us.’  27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my

father's house— 28 for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also

come into this place of torment.’  29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the

Prophets; let them hear them.’  30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’  31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear

Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from

the dead.’” Especially look at verse 31.



It is good to know the facts of Christianity, but those facts need to impact how we

live.  My computer "knows" and can literally read to me every Bible verse, but my

computer is neither a Christian nor spiritual.

Illus.  I went to Bible College and continue to study the Word of God to gain

understanding, but unless I live it, unless Jesus lives in me, my witness is of no value.

(Relate the high I got doing Bible study, yet feelings can’t save you either)

C.L. Mitton puts it this way, "It is a good thing to possess an accurate theology, but

it is unsatisfactory unless the good theology possesses us."

Jesus was tempted to be sidetracked with the spectacular when he was tempted in

the wilderness after his baptism. Matthew 4:5-6 ESV  5 Then the devil took him to

the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple  6 and said to him, “If you are

the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels

concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your

foot against a stone.’”

If you are looking for a great feeling, get into the Word, please know though that

feelings alone will not carry the day.

Words can come so easily, but action is required.  But just so no one is confused,

hearing the Word is not enough.  James, the brother of Jesus, tells us:  James 1:22

ESV  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

III.  We Serve Because of Love.
Acts 8:34-36 ESV  34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does

the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”  35 Then Philip opened

his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch

said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”

A very common word in the NT is διακονοδιακονοδιακονοδιακονοδιακονοs - minister, servant, deacon.  Jesus was

called a diakonos.  No title needed.  Same for me, just “minister” (little m) is fine.

Philip was sent as a servant of the Lord  to Samaria to put a face to the command of

taking the gospel to "all nations"



In Acts 8:34-36 the Ethiopian official for Queen Candace says what κωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυωκωλυω me

from being baptized.  Faith comes by hearing the Word.  And how will anyone have

faith if the Word is not preached?  Doesn't it make sense to have as many people

spreading the word as possible?  We know from Scripture that without faith it is

impossible to please God.

In the book of Acts, Peter was sent to Cornelius so the recipient of God's grace

would be personal to the apostle.

LOVE:  For God So Loved the World

Why should we concern ourselves with the human tragedies in our world? Why

should killing taking place in a third-world country touch our lives when it is obvious

that the sovereign Lord has placed us so we are secure from those dangers and

other winds of adversity? Should we worry about restoring democracy to Haiti, ask

questions about human rights in China or be concerned with the plight of Central

American emigrants?

Why should we worry ourselves with the burdens of the world and allow [ourselves]

to be disturbed by statistics of war, disease and poverty? Why should the turmoils of

the world disrupt the tranquility of our hearts and surrounding?  Who cares if 25,000

people, 10,000 who are children, die of starvation every day, or that 854,000 people

are undernourished and high food prices drive drive 100 million into poverty and

hunger?

May I suggest that there is only one compelling reason why we should care--"For

God so loved the world."- adapted from...Peter Kuzmic at his installation as

Distinguished Professor of World Missions and European Missions at Gordon-

Conwell Theological Seminary (Sept. 9, 1994). Christianity Today-Vol. 39, #1

How can you make a difference?  Maybe by showing love when no one else will.

Illus.  “After President Nixon (some years ago) resigned in disgrace, he retreated

to his San Clemente compound to live in virtual isolation.  Because politicians did

not want to sully their own reputations by being seen with him, Nixon had few visitors

at first.  One exception was Mark Hatfield, an outspoken Christian who had often

opposed Nixon in the U.S. Senate.  Charles Colson asked Hatfield why he risked the

trips to San Clemente.  “To let Mr. Nixon know that someone loved him,” he replied.



Some years ago, Tony Campolo coauthored a book entitled 50 Ways You Can Reach

the World (InterVarsity Press, 1993).  In the forward of the book it states,

We were conceived in love.  All of us.

And as a tender, perfect parent, God is pursuing us with untiring resolve.

He will keep at it to the very end of time.

The Scriptures which portray God in those images of

Mother, Lover, Servant, and so on, tell us of a complete love.

God is wholesome in his mercy to the world.

He heals the brokenhearted, forgives sins, feeds the hungry,

shelters the homeless, visits the prisoner, liberates the oppressed,

mourns with those who have lost their loves, restores energy to the weak.

We have benefited from that great love.  But we are also

the couriers of that great love.  This is a mystery too!

God allows each of us the high honor of representing his mercy and justice

to a broken and brutalized world.  We speak for the King.

If that doesn't boggle your mind, you need some serious help.

As couriers, ambassadors, and reconcilers for the King of Kings,

let us resolve to wholeheartedly serve this broken world.

We can begin in our own "Jerusalem," but let's not stop until we've

done all we can to reach the uttermost parts of the earth.

Doesn't that sound like the church you've always longed for?

By God's grace and with his empowering Spirit, let's make it happen!

Conclusion:  Not everyone has the gift of evangelism, but everyone can get a

towel like Jesus does in John 13 and wash feet; everyone can serve.

"The world cannot always understand one's profession of faith, but it can understand

service." - Ian Maclaren

What does it mean to serve, to minister?  It means to give what we have been given

by the Lord himself.



Illus.  People who have made a big difference in not only the church, but even in the

world are known for their service.  They are not remembered for what they

accumulated, but for what they were willing to give away.

“I think of Millard Fuller who died nearly 12 years ago now, a millionaire entrepreneur

from Alabama who spoke with a cotton-field twang.  Years ago, while he was rich

but miserable, his marriage on the rocks, he headed to Americus, Georgia, where he

fell under the influence of Charles Jordan and the Koinonia Community.  Before

long, Fuller gave away his personal fortune and founded an organization on the

simple premise that every person on the planet deserves a decent place to live.  Today,

Habitat for Humanity enlists over two million volunteers to build houses all over the

world.”  Even corporate America thinks it is a good idea.  “Fuller once told a

skeptical Jewish woman, “Ma’am, we don’t try to evangelize.  You don’t have to be

a Christian to live in one of our houses or to help us build one.  But the fact is, the

reason I do what I do, and so many of our volunteers do what they do, is that we’re

being obedient to Jesus.”

If you think about it, God is worshipped not for what He owns and controls, but for

what He was willing to give away - His very own Son’s life for the lives of all of us.

We love and serve because we have been shown how by the best.  We need to follow

in our Lord’s footsteps and be apprentices in ministry to others.  Let us forever be

known for what we give to others in Jesus’ name.


