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Introduction:  No one can rightly claim they are good enough to enter the

Kingdom of Heaven on their own merit.  We all are in need of grace to make up

the difference between our performance and what God requires of His followers.

Illus. (www.pastors.com) “A little boy wrote a letter to Santa Claus that said,

“Dear Santa:  There are three boys living at my house.  Jeffrey is two, David is

four, and Norman is seven.  Jeffrey is good some of the time, David is good some

of the time, and Norman is good all of the time.  I am Norman.” - not Dutch Tolles

You know the problem with that?  No one is a Norman.  None of us bat 1000.

None of us are always perfect or right.  In fact, if we had a giant screen up behind

us and were able to view everything we’ve ever thought, said, or done, most of us

would be extremely embarrassed.  We all live with a sense of regret because none

of us are perfect.  We have sinned!  That’s why we need a Savior.”

Romans 6:1-5 ESV Dead to Sin, Alive to God

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  2 By

no means!  How can we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Do you not know that all of

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4 We

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness

of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be

united with him in a resurrection like his.

(In the Grip of Grace, Lucado p.216 Study Guide, Looking Back  1.)  In other

words:  How can we who have been made right not live (or at least want to live)

righteous lives?  How can we who have been loved, not love?  How can we who

have been blessed, not bless?  How can we who have been given grace, not live

graciously?

Scripture tells us:

I.  Baptism Is the Beginning of New Life.  (vv. 4-5)

Baptism is a like a vow or promise.



Baptism is the starting point of our new life with Christ.  Christian baptism is the

means or method of bringing us into a union or oneness with Christ and His

church.  In Romans 6:5, we are told that it is by means of baptism that “we have

become united (planted, KJV) with Him (Jesus) in a death like his.”

In Galatians 3:27, we are told that it is by baptism that we put on Christ (KJV,

ESV) or have been clothed with Him (NIV).

I Peter 3:20-21 ESV  20 because[a] they formerly did not obey, when God's patience

waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that

is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds

to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

    Footnotes:  [a]  1 Peter 3:20 Or when

Here is an important teaching point:  Baptism does not save you, but indicates the

point at which God does.  Amidst all the confusion about what we teach, let’s

make one thing perfectly clear:  “It is Jesus who saves us!”

The fact that it is Jesus who saves us though does not diminish the importance of

the ordinance of baptism or obedience in being baptized.  Those who refused to

follow God’s instruction through his prophet, Noah, perished.

In the Old Testament there is another story:  Naaman was a man in the Old

Testament who had leprosy.  This was, and is a terrible disease.  ELABORATE…

II Kings 5:10-14 ESV  10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and

wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be

clean.”  11 But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that

he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his

God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.  12 Are not Abana[a] and

Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not

wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.  13 But his

servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has

spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be

clean’?”  14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according

to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little

child, and he was clean.

Footnotes:  [a]  2 Kings 5:12 Or Amana



Naaman had his own idea, which sounded religious enough, but he had to submit

to God’s instruction given through his prophet - before he could be healed.

II.  A Relationship with Jesus Is Essential.  (vv 5-8)

Romans 6:5-8 ESV  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we

shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  6 We know that our old

self[a] was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  7 For one who has died has

been set free[b] from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we

will also live with him.

Footnotes:

[a]  Romans 6:6 Greek man

[b]  Romans 6:7 Greek has been justified

It is not all Jesus, nor is it all me,  We work with Jesus to develop in the Christian

life..

Illus:  Some prefer to think of Jesus as a kind of divine sewage treatment plant.

There are all kinds of toxic pollutants and sludge that spew forth from their lives.

Jesus then ministers to cleanse it all and make it right, but only that – not to help

correct the production of filth.  But that is not the case.  If we are Christians, not

only has Christ died for us, but we have died with him, the Scriptures say.  Not

only has he forgiven our sins, but we are united (become one) with him so that we

become different people.

He not only cleans us up, but He makes us new, so that instead of producing more

and more sludge that is discharged into all our environments, we will become

people who have been changed from the inside out because we have the life of

Christ available to us and in us.

The Bible says if Christ is not raised, our preaching and our faith is useless (I

Corinthians 15:14)  So, we must die to our self as Christ did before we can be

raised with Him.

We cannot manage the Christian walk on our own.  We need Jesus’ help (the Holy

Spirit), and we need each other.



We must soon come to an understanding of how important grace is to our spiritual

life.  Grace is what attracted people to Jesus.  Being gracious to each other is

what Jesus expects and what will attract people to Him today.

How did Jesus, the only perfect person in history, manage to attract the notoriously

imperfect?  And what keeps us from following his steps today?  What would it

take for our church to become a place where outcasts, prostitutes, tax collectors,

and others who sin would want to come?

We must be extremely careful that we do not develop too high of an opinion of

ourselves, either.  Pride has no place in a Christian’s heart!  We all need God’s

grace to be saved.

C.S. Lewis has said, “Prostitutes are in  no danger of finding their present life so

satisfactory that they cannot turn to God:  the proud, the avaricious, the self-

righteous, are in that danger.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this

is not (lit. “out of”) your own doing; it is the gift of God,  9 not a result of works, so

that no one may boast.

As a soldier of the cross in God’s army:

III.  There Should Be No Retreat (Turning Back).  (vv. 9-14)

Romans 6:9-14 ESV  9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  10 For the death he died

he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  11 So you also must

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12 Let not sin

therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.  13 Do not

present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your

members to God as instruments for righteousness.  14 For sin will have no dominion

over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

(In the Grip of Grace, by Max Lucado.  he said (p.115):

“To return to sin after sealing our souls in baptism is like, well, it’s like committing

adultery on your honeymoon.  Can you imagine the distraught bride discovering

her husband in the arms of another woman only days after hearing his vow at the

altar?  Among her many sizzling words will likely be the question, “have you

forgotten what you said to me?”  OR WORSE



Similarly God asks, “Does our union mean nothing to you?  Is our covenant so

fragile that you would choose the arms of a harlot over mine?”

Rarely would you find the groom flirting with other women at the reception.  Even

less often would you find a newly married person being unfaithful in the first few

weeks.  But as the weeks go into months and months go into years much of the

passion connected to commitment that made unfaithfulness unthinkable, allows

for infidelity to become a consideration.  Betrayal takes time, but don’t do it!

People have been looking back over their shoulders at their old lives from the

very beginning - for as long ago as Lot’s wife who was told not to look back (v. 19)

and then was turned into a pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26) when she did.

We move ahead and wonder if it was the right thing.  We make commitments with

complete sincerity and then later question the wisdom of decisions we made.

Jesus tells us in Luke’s gospel:  Luke 9:62 ESV  62 ...“No one who puts his hand to

the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Faithfulness is necessary now, and it will be rewarded.

Conclusion:  As grace is received it causes me to give my attention to my

relationship with Christ and others.  It causes me to reflect more on His needs and

their needs than on my own.

ILLUS.  (In the Grip of Grace, Lucado, p. 112-13)  Near the city of Sao Jose dos

Campos, Brazil, is a remarkable facility.  Quite a few (Twenty) years ago the

Brazilian government turned a prison over to two Christians.  The institution was

renamed Humaita, and the plan was to run it on Christian principles.  With the

exception of two full-time staff, all the work is done by inmates.  Families outside

the prison adopt an inmate to work with during, and after his term.  Chuck Colson

visited the prison and made this report:

When I visited Humaita I found the inmates smiling, particularly the murderer

who held the keys, and who opened the gates and let me in.  Wherever I walked I

saw men at peace.  I saw clean living areas, people working industriously.  The

walls were decorated with Biblical sayings from Psalms and Proverbs …My guide

escorted me to the notorious prison cell once used for torture.  Today, he told me,

that block houses only a single inmate.  As we reached the end of a long concrete

corridor and he put the key in the lock, he paused and asked, “Are you sure you

want to go in?”



“Of course, “I replied impatiently, “I’ve been in isolation cells all over the world.”

Slowly he swung open the massive door, and I saw the prisoner in that punishment

cell:  There before me was a crucifix, beautifully carved by the Humaita inmates-

the prisoner Jesus, hanging on a cross.

“He’s doing time for the rest of us,” my guide said softly.  Fact is Christ has taken

our place.  There in no need for us to remain imprisoned because of our life of sin.

And those of us who have been set free, why should we want to return to our

prison cell?

God says, “You wonder how long my love will last?  Find your answer on a

splintered cross, on a craggy hill.  That’s me you see up there, your Maker, your

God, nail-stabbed and bleeding!  Covered in spit and sin-soaked.  That’s your sin

I’m feeling.  That’s your death I’m dying.  That’s your resurrection I’m living.

That’s how much I love you.”

A last word about grace comes from Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking, pp.

38-39:    “After centuries of handling and mishandling, most religious words have

become so shopworn nobody’s much interested anymore.  Not so with grace, for

some reason.  Mysteriously, even derivatives like gracious and graceful still have

some of the bloom left.

Grace is something you can never get but can only be given.  There’s no way to

earn it or deserve it or bring it about any more than you can deserve the taste of

raspberries and cream or earn good looks or bring about your own birth.

A good sleep is grace and so are good dreams.  Most tears are grace.  The smell

of rain is grace.  Somebody loving you is grace.  Loving somebody is grace.  Have

you ever tried to love somebody?

A crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith is the assertion that people are saved

by grace.  There’s nothing you have to do.  There’s nothing you have to do.  There’s

nothing you have to do.

The grace of God means something like:  Here is your life.  You might never have

been, but you are// because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.

Here is the world.  Beautiful and terrible things will happen.  Don’t be afraid.  I

am with you.  Nothing can ever separate us.  It’s for you I created the universe.  I

love you.



“Can anything come between you and me, Jesus asks (the church)?

Please hear the answer and stake your future on the triumphant words of Paul:

“I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor ruling spirits, nothing now,

nothing in the future, no powers, nothing above us, nothing below us, nor anything

else in the whole world will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is

in Christ Jesus our Lord”  (Romans 8:38-39 NIV)  (In the Grip of His Grace, p.

180)

Buechner finishes by saying:  “There’s only one catch.  Like any gift, the gift of

grace can be yours only if you’ll reach out and take it.

Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.”


