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Introduction:  John, the gospel writer, is the only one to give us this account of

Jesus’ washing his disciple’s feet.  He is more sensitive in addressing these darker

times of Jesus’ ministry.  John, in fact, uses nine chapters to let us hear Jesus say

good-bye.  “To be sure, Easter was triumph and vindication, but the announcement

of Easter, “He is risen” was prefaced by a less exultant (joyful) one:  “He is not

here.”

In this discourse just like children playing on the floor watching their parents put

on coat and hat, the questions come.

1. Where are you going?

2. Can we go?

3. Who is staying with us?

4. Are you going to be gone long (addressed by the later church).

“Last words are lasting words” - Fred Craddock

Just like darkness comes before the day there is an order to everything that God

does.  The Incarnation, God coming in the flesh, was an act of humility.  It came

before Jesus’ exaltation and the revelation of His glory.  It was a necessity.  It is a

pattern for us to follow as well:  “No cross – No crown.”

You see, for the disciples like James and John whose mother came to Jesus, (Mt.

20:20ff), authority and influence were equated with position.  In fact, the disciples

had been arguing about who would have positions of power and importance in the

coming Kingdom.  (See Matthew 18:1, Matthew 11:11, 21:31ff, Mark 10:13-16).

Philippians 2:5-9 ESV  5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ

Jesus,  6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a

thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant (δουλοδουλοδουλοδουλοδουλοs),

being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form, he humbled

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is

above every name, And that name is LORD!

F.F. Bruce, p. 280, remarks, “the form of God was not exchanged for the form of

a servant; it was revealed in the form of a servant.”



This model is reenacted in the account of Jesus’ washing his disciples’ feet.  To

retrace our Lord’s effort for us is not just an exercise in knowing, but a requirement

for our living a committed life to Him (v. 17) when we realize what He has done.

We do, however, need to:

I.  Know Our Identity (vv. 1-3)

John 13:1-3 ESV  1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that

his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own

who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  2 During supper, when the devil

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him,  3

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he

had come from God and was going back to God,

A.  Jesus loves us just like his disciples (v. 1).

In John 13:1 we read that Jesus was about to leave his earthly life and return to

heaven to be with the Father.  There was to be a crisis in the church.  Jesus was

leaving.  Judas had already been paid for his upcoming treachery (Matthew 26:14-

16).  Toward the last, though, Jesus especially showed his disciples “the full extent

of his love.”  That’s as complete a love as could ever be.  That’s how He loves us,

by the way, “to the end, to the uttermost.”

“Voluntary death is presented as the supreme expression of love xv 13.  The

related verb telein appears on Jesus’ lips at the moment of death:  ‘It is finished’

(xix 30). - Raymond Brown, John, p. 550

B.  Knowing who he was, gave Jesus a quiet majesty (v. 3).

Verse 3 tells us three things about Jesus:  he knew where he came from, he knew

who he was, and he knew where he was going (Rev. 1:5, who is, who was, who is

to come).  Jesus was in full control, the one in charge; he was secure.  I wonder

though if He wasn’t just a little homesick?  Ray Stedman describes Jesus as

having “a quiet majesty” about him.

Do you realize who you are and whose you are and where you’re headed?  Some

people go though life without a map, with no directions.  A saving relationship

with Jesus provides sureness, and a solution to wandering aimlessly through life,

and we are provided the opportunity to be included in the King’s family regardless

of worldly position and status.



Illus.  A few years ago (1993) a destitute family in Southern California found a

wallet containing $2,394.00.  Tom and Pauline Nichter had lost their jobs and

their house in the past year.  They, along with their 11-year-old son Jason, had

been living on toast and milk.  They turned the wallet over to the police.  The

owner of the wallet recovered it, but gave them no reward.  The mom said, “I

have to admit, I did think about how I could use the money to keep from losing my

car.  But it wasn’t our money, and we didn’t want to set a bad example for our son.

C.  We need to understand our relationship with the Father.

If we are aware of our relationship with God, we are then able to share the gospel

with our friends and family here on earth.  If we know where we are headed, we

can give directions to others.  Jesus knew His identity and where He was returning.

As believers in Christ, we are children of a loving Father, born into his family

through the Spirit, and destined to spend eternity in the courts of the King.

How could you disappoint such a wonderful parent?

If we understand our relationship with our Father we will:

II.  Be Willing to Be Served (vv. 4-11).

It is a lot like accepting God’s grace when we realize what is being offered.

John 13:4-11 ESV  4 (Jesus) rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments,

and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  5 Then he poured water into a basin

and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was

wrapped around him.  6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you

wash my feet?”  7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand

now, but afterward you will understand.”  8 Peter said to him, “You shall never

wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share

with me.”  9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands

and my head!”  10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to

wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every

one of you.”  11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all

of you are clean.”

A.  Jesus did what no one else would do (vv. 4-5).

“Washing was done by pouring water over the feet from one vessel into another

(Morris).  It was the duty of the non-Jewish servant to wash the feet of his master.

A Jewish slave was not required to do this”  (Rienecker, p.249).  Jesus wasn’t a

slave in the traditional sense, He was a Rabbi and teacher.



Jesus did what He did to symbolize a great truth.  The truth is that a cleansing is a

requirement to have a relationship with Jesus.  To the disciples (except Judas) he

says. “You are clean” (v. 10).  He is talking about what Paul calls the “washing of

regeneration” (Titus 3:5), or being “born again” like in the discussion with

Nicodemus in John 3.  This becoming a “new creature” only occurs once in life.

Jesus also tells us that feet need daily watching.  We need clean feet every morning

when we start out to serve the Lord.

Illus.  After swimming in the ocean you may take a shower right on the beach,

but as soon as you walk away from the shower sand gets all over and then that

needs to be washed off before we can get dressed.  If we don’t, we feel dirty and

there is a constant irritation left by the sand that remains.  It requires our attention!

B.  Peter was not willing to be served by Jesus (vv. 6-9).

Though he probably meant well, Peter showed his pride, self-righteousness and

ignorance by telling Jesus what he shouldn’t do.  We all must be willing to be

served, which means not only do we allow others to literally serve us, but this is

how we accept Christ’s offer of help and GRACE.  We need to accept forgiveness

from Christ so we can be cleaned up everyday.

C.  Being willing to be served is a necessary trait for Jesus’ followers (vv. 10-11).

Jesus also did what he did to give an example.

Illus.  We rarely like to be delivered to a place where we have nothing to contribute

ourselves.  We want to be able to offer something.  It we aren’t allowed to pay the

bill, we want to at least leave the tip.  Grace is a difficult gift to receive for some.

Two interpretations are offered for Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet:

1. (vv.  6-11)  The church is the recipient of God’s grace through Jesus.

     And Peter as a representative wants no part of it.

2. (vv.  12-20)  We understand this act of service performed by Jesus

     is a model of humility and ministry which the church should (must) follow.

NOTE:  In theory, if not in practice, this has been the interpretation most commonly

accepted, perhaps because giving service is easier than receiving it.



“In areas of strong sacramentalism, the supper and the washing are understood

as eucharist (Lord’s Supper) and baptism.  In other quarters and especially during

persecutions, the supper and the washing have been understood as the Johannine

parallel to the call of martyrdom in Mark:  ‘Are you able to drink the cup that I

drink or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized? (10:38)”

    - Craddock, John, p. 102

So, as a result, Christians must:

III.  Be Willing to Serve (vv. 12-17).

John 13:12-17 ESV  12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments

and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to

you?  13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.  14 If I then,

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one

another's feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as

I have done to you.  16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his

master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  17 If you know

these things, blessed are you if you do them.    There is a condition here!

Illus.  When I went back to college in 1985,  I took at least a $30,000 pay cut.  I

went to work for Wal-Mart.  A lot of people did not understand when I took such

a low-paying job.  You know what-…You do whatever you need to do to provide

for your family and its goals.  As Christians, our life-goal ought to be to bring our

friends and family to the Lord.  No sacrifice should be too large for those we love.

Jesus loved us enough to set an example for us, and…

A.  Jesus checks for understanding of what he has done (vv. 12-13).

He does not want his service to be misunderstood or go unnoticed.

Jesus introduces a question designed to make his disciples think (v.12).  Then he

leads them through some logical conclusions to drive home the point that they are

to serve one another as he has just served them (vv. 13-16).  They should be ready

to perform the lowliest of service for anyone; no personal ministry should be

beneath them.

Illus.  Humility and service.  A minister’s son and my Youth Minister were talking

once about cutting their long hair...... “Oh, I would never cut my hair so I could

work in a church!”  And I never will forget what the one willing to cut his hair

said:  “that’s the difference between you and me!”



Footwashing was an obvious symbol for the most menial work.  Yet, it was not

what was accomplished for the body that mattered, but the SOUL.

B.  Jesus teaches the principle of serving (vv. 14-16).

Serving includes having a right spirit toward others and not thinking too highly of

oneself so that service can never be given.

Some people need a title to do the work, while others quietly serve, sometimes

completely unnoticed, doing the Lord’s work.

Let us keep the picture and example of Jesus kneeling with his towel ever before us.

Let us ask the question:

Are we better than our Lord?

Many people think that knowing the truth will set them free.  Yet it is not just

knowing, but doing what is right that God wants.

James 1:22-27 ESV  22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

yourselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man

who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  24 For he looks at himself and

goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  25 But the one who looks into the

perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a

doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  26 If anyone thinks he is religious

and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is

worthless.  27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to

visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from

the world.

C.  It is not knowing the truth, but doing it that provides a blessing (v. 17).

 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

Q.  So does blessing come just through knowing the right thing to do?

A.  Of course not.  Actions must follow knowledge and done with the right heart

(spirit).  Blessing is conditional!

Christianity is practical.  It is both something to believe in, as well as to act on.

It is not a dead philosophy, but a living faith.



Conclusion:  A.B. Bruce writes, “In the very act of playing the servant’s part,

He (Jesus) was asserting His sovereignty.”  He showed us how to love each other.

We can show others the same kind of service.  It will help them come to faith in

the Lord who has captured our hearts.

Ruth Harms Calkin gives us food for thought:

You know Lord how I serve You, with great emotional fervor, in the limelight.

You know how eagerly I speak for You, at a woman’s club.

You know how I effervesce when I promote a fellowship group.

You know my genuine enthusiasm at a Bible study.

But how would I react, I wonder, if You pointed to a basin of water, and asked me

to wash calloused feet of a bent and wrinkled woman, day after day, month after

month, in a room where nobody saw, and nobody knew?

Invitation..........


