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Introduction:  The purpose of John in writing his gospel is made clear in:

John 20:30-31 ESV  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the

disciples, which are not written in this book;  31 but these are written so that you

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may

have life in his name.

The purpose of signs/miracles in John is always to demonstrate God’s glory.  There

are 35 recorded miracles in the Gospels.  Matthew tells of 20, Mark of 18, Luke

records 20, and John has only 7.

John 1:14, 18 ESV  14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and

truth.  18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he

has made him known.

Jesus performs his first sign in Cana which was Nathanael’s hometown.  This

was only a few miles from where Jesus grew up.  And it seems that Jesus and his

disciples were invited to a wedding - possibly some of Jesus’ relatives were involved.

As was the custom then, it may have been a Wednesday wedding (s. Raymond

Brown, p.98, Anchor Bible, vol 29).

Where John certainly doesn’t share every miracle with us, how could he; John

gives us a story about Jesus that no one else does so as to suit his purpose of

instilling belief in his readers.

Weddings can be heavy obligation with little sense of joy, but in this time where

there was much poverty, a feast was a welcome interruption.  Great food and

wine with family for as long as a week sometimes (thus the need for wine :)).

Jesus’ formal ministry begins in the context of a wedding, and according to

Scripture will be consummated at a wedding banquet.

It struck me as I read this sign-story again in John’s gospel, that in Scripture -

God in the OT and Jesus in the NT, are typically thought of as a Husband or

Bridegroom to Israel in the OT and to the Church in the NT.  Israel and the

Church are both called the Bride.



But in this story - Jesus, the Bridegroom, is not the bridegroom at all. EXPLAIN

He is simply trying to do what is needed for this great wedding.   And isn’t that

what we should be doing - trying to help the bridegroom?

Let’s read the text as if it were the first time:  John 2:1-11 ESV  1 On the third day

there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  2

Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.  3 When the wine ran out,

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  4 And Jesus said to her,

“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.”  5 His

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  6 Now there were six

stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or

thirty gallons.  7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they

filled them up to the brim.  8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it

to the master of the feast.” So they took it.   9 When the master of the feast tasted

the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the

servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the

bridegroom  10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine

until now.”  11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested

his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

The idea of belief in verse 11 is not so much in something, but in Someone/ in

Christ.  This is much different than faith in an Idea or great cause.  Christ put His

faith in God, the Father, not in man (John 2:23-25).  At the end of the day, man

cannot be trusted.  Faith in the person of Jesus and faith in His message are one in

the same thing.  Message and person are inseparable, and today, knowing the

Bible is critical.

Much of Jesus’ work in John is revelation.  The idea of v. 11 and manifesting, i.e.

showing forth – refers to the disclosure of the hidden meaning.  This is like Paul’s

talk of mystery.

Mark 4:22 ESV  22 For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is

anything secret except to come to light.

Yet, some people do not want to hear, i.e., “I don’t want to talk about it.”

F.F. Bruce said many people believe the new versions of the Bible are unacceptable

because - “They make the truth plain and the plain truth is unacceptable.”



John uses the word that is translated “to believe” or “to have faith” 100 times in

this gospel.  He ALWAYS uses the word in its verb form.  For John, faith is

something to be done, not just something we understand completely and just talk

about.

If we welcome Jesus into our lives it means we want to obey Him, see Him for who

he is, know Him personally, and our response to Him is affirmative.  If we do not

respond in these ways, we have no faith and we are classed with those who have

rejected God’s provision for our safety and salvation, and are viewed as outsiders!

The ultimate purpose of Christ is to show us the Father and draw us inside to

Himself.  The signs Christ gives are like road signs.  They point the way to our

final destination.  The empty cross and vacant tomb point us to His Deity.  This

journey we are all on is scattered with signs along the way.  In Scripture we are

encouraged to be like Jesus as we follow.  This first miracle that Jesus performs

is a sign - a sign which is trying to tell us something.

I see the signs as models of behavior.  The first model that Christ provides is that

of a servant.

I.  Christ Is Our Model for Serving.

His first miracle/sign is staged in a small seemingly unimportant village maybe

like Weston.  Jesus wasn’t showy – no fanfare – no choirs singing in the

background.  Few even witnessed the miracle.  Jesus withdrew after the miracle.

He didn’t stay around to bask in the sunshine of his accomplishment or the applause.

This was the pattern also of John the Baptizer

John 3:29 ESV  29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice.

Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.

So it seems that serving the Bridegroom and those with him is what Jesus is

about, and isn’t that what we should be doing as well?

There are followers of Jesus who have proven to be models for serving that I have

known over the years.  I bet you have a few you might name, too.



There are those who encourage us as we try to use our gifts.

Our worship team who encourages us to sing praise and reflect on God’s goodness!

Our teachers and instructors who spend time especially with our children

Those who give generously and regularly to the mission of the Church

Those who do maintenance and solve mechanical issues around the church

Those who invite their friends to church

Those who serve as models in our community of how Jesus would want us to live

Those whose marriages and other relationships reflect God’s love and care

Illus.  Being an encourager is part of the job of the Holy Spirit.

II.  Christ Is a Model of Timing.
 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me?

My hour has not yet come.”

Some have interpreted Jesus’ response here to be a rather sharp remark, but it

really isn’t!  The NIV text in both cases softens up the address by saying “dear

woman.”   Others, especially of the Roman Catholic faith may see Mary’s influence

as much more than it really was.   And I say this because Mary is only seen twice

in John’s gospel - hardly enough to build a theology of worship upon for the

mother of Jesus.  The word “woman” in reference to Jesus’ mother is used  only

one other time.  Do you remember when?

1.  this word translated simply “woman” is also used in the crucifixion

     scene where Jesus asks John to take care of his mother, Mary.

I especially appreciate Craddock’s remarks here (p. 24):  “The (rather sharp)

remark of Jesus to his mother (about timing) (2:4), to be repeated to his brothers

(7:3-10) and shown in his relation to good friends (11:1-6), serves to sever all

words and deeds of Jesus from the suggestions, pleas or demands of anyone,

whether family, friends, disciples, or enemies.  Jesus acts and speaks from above,

from God, according to his ‘hour.’”  He is Sovereign, not a genie in a bottle.

Illus.  Also some prayers I hear today almost sound like commands rather than

requests.  People quote scripture to God as if He had forgotten what he wrote

through eye-witnesses.  It feels as if they are trying to MAKE God keep His word.

We never have to worry about God keeping his word.  He is always faithful!  We

are the weak link in this relationship when it comes to fidelity!



Timing is important in cheese making/political campaigns/sports teams/church

growth/to have programs when they are needed.

Sometimes we become impatient and try to force things to happen quicker than

they should, but God’s timing is always perfect.  Illus.  Flowers that are forced...

I am thankful that God does what is best for me rather than what I want.  One of

the principles of time management is “you can do anything you want, but not

everything you want” (Covey, First Things First, p. 325).

I know sometimes we spread ourselves too thin.  We busy ourselves with

unimportant activities.  There is never enough time it seems, yet often we simply

do not understand God’s timing, the good wine last.

III.  Christ Is a Model for Newness.
What is new here is content:  Law of the OT versus Grace dispensed by Jesus.

There is a theme here it seems within John’s gospel of replacing the old with the

new, the good with the best.

This passage demonstrates a strong doctrine of grace.  All the benefits of Jesus’

words and actions are given independent of anyone’s claim upon Him or our worthiness.

As Nicodemus is told later, life in the Kingdom is from above and no one brings it

down by calculation or effort, special claim of place or character, not even Jesus’

mother has an advantage in our text today.

Jesus replaces the old with the new and makes it foolish to go back.

 6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification,

each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars

with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.  8 And he said to them, “Now

draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it.

You do the math.  These jars held something between 120-180 gallons of water

(wine).  I don’t know how your parties go, but that is about 900 fifths of wine.  At

$30/bottle that would be about $27,000. for just the wine.  When Jesus supplies

what is needed, it is abundantly more than we can ever imagine.  GRACE



Illus.  During this particular time there were fantastic beliefs circulated regarding

the coming of the Messiah.   It was said, “the earth shall yield its fruit ten

thousandfold; each vine shall have 1000 branches; each branch 1000 clusters; each

cluster 1000 grapes; and each grape about 120 gallons of wine” (R. Brown, p.105).

In verse 10,  Christ replaces cheap with expensive.  You know wine is cheap when

the only date on the bottle is April/twist off cap/expiration date/and under $2.00 a

gallon.  That wine has no quality.   On the other hand “Screaming Eagle” Cabernet

Sauvignon 1992 (a six-liter bottle – sold at a Napa Valley charity auction for

$500,000.  Or if you don’t want to go all out, there is always a bottle of “Jeroboam

Of Chateau Mouton-Rothschild” 1945 for $310,700  -BUT IN NO TIME IT IS

GONE...AND this is nothing like the value that God has to offer us through Jesus.

The entire scene in the 2nd chapter of John reminds us of the Messianic Banquet

to come where He will provide everything that is needed and the best will be last.

11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory.

And his disciples believed in him.

C.S. Lewis calls this a “‘miracle of the old creation’:  the Creator who, year by

year, turns water into wine, so to speak, by a natural process, on this occasion

speeds us the process and attains the same end.” - Bruce, p. 72

Not everyone sees Jesus the same way, but these miracles John shares with us

are meant to instill faith.  “As signs these acts of Jesus are to function as windows

rather than ornaments.  Seekers after miracles usually need one more to be fully

persuaded, all the while missing the signs along the way.

Michael Card says, “We need to recapture the mentality of feasting, and John

gives us a place, called Cana, to start.” - p. 44

Dietrich Bonhoeffer tells us: “Costly grace is the Gospel which must be sought

again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must

knock.  Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it

calls us to follow Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is

grace because it gives a man the only true life.  It is costly because it condemns

sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.  Above all, it is costly because it cost

God the life of his Son.  “Ye were bought at a price,” and what has cost God

much cannot be cheap for us.  Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon

his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us.  Costly

grace is the incarnation of God.”



Conclusion:  We can look back at examples out of the Old Testament when

God saved the best to last.  There was Isaac the child of promise finally given to

Abraham and Sarah in their old age.  Jacob worked for years to finally marry

Rachel.  And the story that immediately comes to my mind is about Job and how

he lost everything - his wealth, his health, his friends, his children, BUT never his

faith.  And God was faithful and it says in Job 42:12 ESV

12 And the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning.

Jesus provides the courage for repentance which is a new step.  He provides the

power for confession which is a new word, but you must accept His gracious offer.

God stands, this morning, ready to give you a new life, a new beginning and make

you a new creature in the waters of baptism endowing you with a new Spirit.

He has indeed saved the best for last.

SOMEDAY we will be able to proclaim:

Revelation 19:7 ESV  7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;


