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Introduction:  I hope no one here supports segregation of the races like what

was prevalent a few generations ago.  We have seen the terrible treatment of blacks

and other minorities from old footage.  They were treated like they were less than

human.  You saw them in the marches, restaurants, and other public places not

being allowed access in some cases, or put with others like themselves (Comment).

Even in our churches in the early years, blacks were put in the balcony and not for a

better view.  I wonder where teenagers sat back then?

Do you believe in segregation?  I certainly would hope not!  Segregation is a terrible

thing socially, but it is even worse when it is seen practiced in our Christian faith.

For the past few weeks we have been talking about prayer.  The two previous sermons

that I gave were Moving Inward, then Moving Upward and now today we want to

look at our “Moving Outward.”  There has been a progression in all of our lives that

has been reflected by these past few sermons.

When we move inward it becomes clear that we need to change and be transformed.

When we move upward, we become aware of God’s power and provision, and we

worship Him.  But when we move outward it becomes just as obvious we need to

help others be made aware of their spiritual needs, and what God can do for them.

“Many of us today live in a kind of inner apartheid.  We segregate out a small

corner of pious activities and then we are unable to make any spiritual sense out of

the rest of our lives.  We have become so accustomed to this way of living that we

fail to see the contradiction in it.  The scandal of Christianity in our day is the heresy

of a 5 percent spirituality” (p.169, Richard Foster, Prayer).

Especially in the Old Testament we hear about “Keeping the Sabbath Holy.”  We

could talk about all the implications of this command, but we don’t have the time.  I

think I have come to the conclusion that probably God set aside a day where we

could worship and honor Him because He knew if He didn’t, we wouldn’t either.

The bottom line is there should be no recognizable difference between how we behave

on Sunday than any other day of the week.  Yet, for some, there is no line of distinction

between sacred and profane or secular and religious.  Everything we are, and have,

is the Lord’s.  Our time and energy belong to him and everything that we produce is His.



If you are a Christian, there are a lot of expectations placed on you by the One who

gave His life for you.  If you are a Christian, the Lord Jesus expects you to:

I.  Be in Prayer.

Prayer and everyday life are not separate issues.  Our lives should be full of prayer

and whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do it should be done to glorify God

(paraphrase on I Cor. 10:31).  Anthony Bloom writes, “A prayer makes sense only if

it is lived.  Unless they are ‘lived,’ unless life and prayer become completely

interwoven, prayers become a sort of polite madrigal which you offer God at moments

when you are giving time to Him.”

(Jesus speaking to His disciples)  John 15:16 ESV  16 You did not choose me, but I

chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit

should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

This is not the fruit of the Spirit, although we should have that too.  I am talking

about the fruit that will last - the salvation of souls.  We must work with the Holy

Spirit to touch the lives of the lost with the gospel.

One way to bear fruit is you can be involved in a ministry of intercessory prayer.

Intercession is a way to love others.  Our world today is a mess.  People need all the

help we can give them in prayer.  Marriages are coming apart.  Children are being

destroyed by abuse.  Individuals are living lives of quiet desperation, without purpose

or hope.  We can make a difference if we will devote ourselves to intercessory

prayer.

There are at least two practices that need to be in place before our prayers will be

effective as a community.

They are FELLOWSHIP & FORGIVENESS.

I took a poll some time ago on fellowship and out of it learned that nearly everyone

wanted to be in closer relationships with others.  They wanted to share more time

and activities together and on a deeper level.  Out of that desire comes small groups.

Fellowship is wanted because of love for each other.

In John 15:17 Jesus continues by saying:  John 15:17 ESV  17 These things I command

you, so that you will love one another.



The other component of a healthy community is forgiveness.  This too comes from

love.  It is a matter of the will.  The more we love each other, the easier it is to

forgive.

An extreme example of human forgiveness is given by Helmut Thielicke.  He says,

“Forgiveness does not mean that we will forget.  That would do violence to our

rational faculties.  But as one who endured the darkest days of WWII in Germany,

he knew that “One should never mention the words ‘forgive’ and ‘forget’ in the

same breath.”  No, we remember, but in forgiving we no longer use the memory

against others.

Now love, fellowship, and forgiveness are wonderful things, but if they are shared

only with the Church community, something is terribly wrong.  We have forgotten

our Lord’s last words on earth.

Matthew 28:16-20 ESV The Great Commission

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had

directed them.  17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  18

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been

given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[into]

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the

end of the age.”

If you are a Christian, the Lord Jesus expects you to:

II.  Be in Ministry.

Every member of this church has permission by Jesus to be in ministry.  We have

done spiritual gift inventories for many of you (solicit others to take it).  We can help

you find your place in ministry if you are willing.  The elders and I want to encourage

you to be involved within your giftedness.

Some of you have heard about or visited churches like Willow Creek Community

Church, near Chicago, Southeast Christian Church in Louisville.  I have been to

those churches and Christ’s Church of the Valley in the Phoenix, AZ area.

Share experiences.  In these great churches, I always felt cared for and that I mattered!

Our slogan:  “Where People Care About Other People” has to be lived out!



There have been a couple of times in these settings where I felt really uncomfortable.

At Willow Creek communion wasn’t done very closely to how I believe.  There was

talk about how it removed sin.  It does not!  At one Willow Creek Leadership

Conference  there was a great finishing sermon on leadership, community and family,

but there was one thing that bugged me and that was the expression:  SUB-

MINISTRY; and I heard it a number of times.  I rarely write letters to people I don’t

know, but Bill Hybels got one on this one.  When I hear the word “sub” because of

my background in manufacturing I think substandard, i.e. not quite as good as

others.  There is no place for that arrogant mindset in the Church.  What happens in

the classroom is just as important a ministry as what happens in the pulpit.  How we

all conduct ourselves Monday through Saturday is just as critical as the sermon or

any part of the liturgy on Sunday morning, and probably more so.

Paul made it clear in his letters he had many fellow workers both male and female,

and it was they along with the Holy Spirit who helped make his ministry effective

and possible (Romans 16).  There are no small unimportant jobs.  Every ministry

helps the Body to be more effective.  When parts are either missing or hampered, it

affects the overall performance.  The reception by the world, who in most arenas

demand excellence, is less than hoped for.

Illus:  When I left Leprino Foods to go back to Lincoln Christian College I took a

job at WalMart.  The question from many people was:  “How can you do a job like

this (i.e. $3.75/hour)?”  To this day I take great pride in the way I did the floors,  and

when I walk into a WalMart, I still always look at the floors.

Illus.  Cy and Ruth Hall used to take care of the First Christian Church in Monticello,

Illinois.  Cy may have been paid for 15-20 hours, but he and his wife BOTH worked

about 30 hours apiece.  It was a ministry.  Why did they do it?  Out of gratitude for

what the Lord had done for them.  He had saved them.

If you are a Christian, the Lord Jesus expects you to:

III.  Be Willing to Suffer.

The words of William Penn still ring true to life:  “No Cross, no Crown.”  Paul tells

Timothy in his second letter - also for us to overhear:  II Timothy 3:12 ESV  12

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

The book of Job is a story about the eternal question of why the good suffer?



We all know people who are suffering or have in the past.  And it certainly raises the

questions WHY and for WHAT PURPOSE?  But as Richard Foster puts it:  “Our

question, however, is not “Why is there suffering in the world?” but “How do I enter

into the suffering that is in the world in a way that is redemptive and healing?”

Suffering in the life of Jesus provided an entry point into the Kingdom and access to

God.  Our suffering should do the same.

In the Ravensbruck Nazi concentration camp—the camp where an estimated 92,000

men, women, and children were murdered —a piece of wrapping paper was found

near the body of a dead child.  On the paper was written this prayer:  “O Lord,

remember not only the men and women of good will, but also those of ill will.  But do

not remember only the suffering they have inflicted on us; remember the fruits we

brought, thanks to this suffering: our comradeship, our loyalty, our humility, the

courage, the generosity, the greatness of heart which has grown out of all this.  And

when they come to judgment, let all the fruits that we have borne be their forgiveness.”

Is this the way we pray for our perceived foes?

Conclusion:  (Richard Foster, Prayer, p.168)  Transformation and intimacy both

cry out for ministry.  We are led through the furnace of God’s purity not just for our

own sake but also for the sake of others.  We are drawn up into the bosom of God’s

love not merely to experience acceptance, but also so we can give his love to others.

The world writhes under the pain of its arrogance and self-sufficiency.  We can

make a difference, if we will try.

In earlier days, we tried to serve out of spiritual bankruptcy, and we failed.  We now

know that ministry must flow out of abundance.

Bernard of Clairvaux writes, “If then you are wise, you will show yourself rather as

a reservoir than as a canal.  For a canal spreads abroad water as it receives it, but a

reservoir waits until it is filled before overflowing, and thus communicates, without

loss to itself, its superabundant water.  In the Church at the present day, we have

many canals, few reservoirs.”  Let’s be determined to let God fill us up to overflowing

so that we might share the LIVING WATER with a dying, thirsty world.”

Prayer continues to be a challenge in many of our lives.  We need the help of the

Holy Spirit to be more effective.



Illus:  We just had a great “Walk for Life” that benefitted the Bowling Green

Pregnancy Center.  They were able to raise with your help ($315.00) $24,000, four

thousand over their goal.  THANK YOU!

I have to believe virtually everyone here would be pro-life and against abortion.  As

serious as that problem is, there is one much, much worse, and that is — our neighbors,

family and coworkers who may go to hell for lack of a word from us.  It is terribly

important that everyone realize that becoming a follower of Christ is not just a

choice, but a life and death issue played out in eternity.

PRAYER:  Father,  You have always challenged your people to have an

“unspeakable reverence for the holiness of created things.” (Thomas Merton).  Your

followers in the first century once asked you how they ought to pray and you said:

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’”

Father, most of us don’t need bread, but we do need You.  We need You to give us

courage, strength, and boldness to speak the truth in love.  Saint Augustine once

said:  “God gives where he finds empty hands.”  Help us to realize how much we

truly do depend on You for all things.

Fill us with Your Spirit!

Lord, You know there will always be a need to forgive others as they violate holy

principles which You have made clear in your Word.  But we also still require

forgiveness for our failings and own inaction — even when we know we should be

involved.

Almighty God, please continue to deliver us from the evil one for he is the father of

all lies - one of the biggest of which is:  it is not my responsibility to spread the

gospel.  Help us, Lord to protect all life - for You are it’s Creator and Sustainer.

Help us to tell others of the only TRUE LIFE that is available through your Son,

Jesus.  Call us into accountability and maturity for all life.



In the Name of Him who “was with God in the beginning.”  We know that “it was

through him (that) all things were made; and without him nothing was made that has

been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  Still available today.

Even Jesus, our Lord.   Amen.

“If you believe in Jesus, i.e. you trust Him and you are willing to repent of your sin

and confess Him as LORD, then you need to be baptised for the forgiveness of your sin.

When Jesus appears for the last time to his disciples, he sends them out into the

world saying: "Go, ... make disciples of all nations; baptise them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19).

Jesus offers us baptism as the way to enter into communion with God, Father, Son,

and Spirit, and to live our lives as God's beloved children. Through baptism we say

no to the world. We declare that we no longer want to remain children of the darkness

but want to become children of the light, God's children. We do not want to escape

the world, but we want to live in it without belonging to it. That is what baptism

enables us to do.

   - Henri J. M. Nouwen

Acts 22:16 ESV  16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away

your sins, calling on his name.’”


