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Introduction:  Today we start a preaching series in the book of Romans.  It is

a very deep and highly significant book, and even the Apostle Peter said in Scripture

that Paul was difficult to understand.  Paul is the writer of this majestic book we

start today.  In our travels through this book, I pray that you will grow in your

faith and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I hope you will be

active in your listening.  This book has probably been the most significant NT

book in the shaping of the Church as we know it today.

This book (epistle, letter) was written from Corinth about A.D. 56-57 and deals

with how God will judge each person on that “Final Day.”  It is a serious discussion

about Law and Grace.

In A.D. 386, Augustine was converted by reading:  Romans 8:13-14 ESV  13 For if

you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the

deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons

of God.

Augustine had been living a very sinful life, and this Scripture touched his very

soul, and helped to convert and change him forever.  He is one of the most significant

writers for Christianity since Paul.

Martin Luther had been a priest in the R.C. Church that taught a person was

saved by works you did like the sacraments rather than through the grace of God.

In 1516, Martin Luther gained his first insight into the doctrine of “Justification

by Faith” as he read from this very passage we consider this morning - especially

Romans 1:17 ESV  17 For in it (the Gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed

from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

As Luther began to understand “The Righteousness Of God” he is quoted as

saying: “Then I felt that I was born again and entered through open doors into

paradise”.

In 1738, John Wesley was converted upon hearing Luther’s preface to Romans,

and the great evangelical revival in England resulted.



F.F. Bruce once said, “There is no telling what may happen when people begin to

study the Epistle to the Romans.”  So let us begin with the text I have chosen for

us, today.

Romans 1:8-17 ESV

(Paul is) Longing to Go to Rome

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is

proclaimed in all the world.  9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit

in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you   10 always in my

prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming

to you.  11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to

strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's

faith, both yours and mine.  13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[a] that I

have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order

that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.

14  I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians,[b] both to the wise and

to the foolish.  15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,[c] as it is written, “The

righteous shall live by faith.”[d]

Footnotes:

[a]  Romans 1:13 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on

the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) may refer

either to brothers or to brothers and sisters

[b]  Romans 1:14 That is, non-Greeks

[c]  Romans 1:17 Or beginning and ending in faith

[d]  Romans 1:17 Or The one who by faith is righteous shall live

I am not ashamed of Jesus!  I hope you can also say that.  It was very obvious that

the church at Rome was not ashamed of Jesus.  C. H. Dodd has translated the

phrase (v. 16) that Paul delivers to the church – “I am proud of Jesus”.

Paul had never visited the Roman church even though from chapter 16 it is clear

he had many friends who were there.



The Roman church was very active in the culture.  They were well-known (because

your faith is proclaimed in all the world – v 8).  How?  This was because:  (sarcasm)

They were advertising in the local paper, on Twitter and Facebook and TikTok

They obviously had a television outreach program

Chariots were picking up kids in the neighborhoods for Sunday School

or was it the spacious new building with double spires and stained-glass everywhere?

NONE OF THE ABOVE.  The early Christians were known for the way they

loved each other.  Some churches may be known for the way they fight with each

other, but Paul was hearing good reports about the church at Rome.

I. The Church Should Be Well-Known In The Culture.

It is imperative that we spread the Word (the Gospel).  It is imperative that we tell

the culture about Jesus and His grace.  BECAUSE:  Acts 4:12 ESV  12 And there is

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among

men (and women) by which we must be saved.”

The Church Should Be Well-Known In The Culture for:

Evangelism:  not just the Mormons & J.W.

New buildings are wonderful and sometimes necessary, BUT facilities and location

do not replace evangelistic zeal.

Illus.  Tell about PIQUA CHURCH.

There are many social needs:  volunteering in our communities, foster families

are needed!  Food Pantry, Clothing distribution, Prison ministries.  There are a

lot of opportunities.

Question:  What are some other things the church might do to be better known as

”People Who Care About Other People?”

The church should not be well-known for Liberalism - Social Gospel.  Every idea

is not of equal merit.  To that many times the reaction becomes:  Legalism.

Somehow we have come to believe a Christian is someone who doesn’t do things

or who follows a particular political party.  I know a man who doesn’t smoke,

drink, chew, dance, gamble etc. E.G. CIGAR STORE INDIAN.



I would rather we be known for good works, loving and caring for other people.

Wouldn’t you?

Our churches have sometimes over-reacted to the Charismatics in a similar way

by showing no emotion in our worship!  Elaborate...

The Church Should Be Well-Known In The Culture for:  extending pastoral help,

i.e. making hospital calls on even non-members, funerals and weddings.

Nurturing Christians:  Discipling Groups/Bible Study Preaching/Teaching

PRAYER

vv. 9b-10.   9b that without ceasing I mention you   10 always in my prayers, asking

that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.

I want to encourage you in your prayer life (77% of Unchurched Americans –

pray).   The Church must pray!  Did you know Mormons and JWs pray more than

Evangelicals?  That should not be!

We should be ready and willing to share our dreams and requests to God so that

those we know can see our prayers answered.

II. The Church Should Be Sharing Her Gifts  (vv. 11-14).

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen

you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both

yours and mine.

Let me give you an example of being mutually encouraged in verse 12:

Illustration: of trip to San Luis Potosi, Mexico visits to churches, testimonies.

We were enriched, encouraged, and left with more than we had given.  Ministry is

like that many times.  We did not know them any better than Paul knew most of

those in Rome.

13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to

you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest

among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both

to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.

In verse 14 – we can learn from each other (Greeks and Non-Greeks, i.e.

barbarians)



The Church can no longer have just one minister, but must be full of ministers.

Most importantly, our ministry must reach outside of the Body!

Illus.  There is a picture of a church built with 2-way glass mirrors.  It is as if the

world could look in, but we never could see outside.

WE DARE NOT JUST FEED OURSLEVES IN A MALNURISHED and

STARVING WORLD.  THAT WOULD BE IMMORAL.  That is physically true

and just as true spiritually.

Dr. Paul Benjamin at “Great Day” 1990 when asked by an astute, good-looking

minister from Midland, MI:  “Besides inviting your friends what is the best method

for attracting new people to the Church, WHAT CAN WE DO?

Even 30+ years later his answers are still valid.

He said:  There needs to be ministry that impacts the community, Support Groups

He went on to say that Naisbitt in his book “Megatrends,” talks about the culture

going from Hi-Tech to a need for Hi-Touch.  What is needed in ministry is intimacy,

caring, closeness.  With COVID there has been too much isolation; too many

people wonder if anyone cares.  We must reach out and touch a society that is

hurting.

Illus.  Lynn Heironymous ( a PHd from Vanderbilt) was a man who shared himself.

The Apostle Paul admits in II Corinthians 11:16 that he was not a “trained speaker”

but that he had knowledge.  Even the greatest of saints have weaknesses, but that

is the beauty of the BODY OF CHRIST.  Each part/member works together.

III. The Church Is Where the Gospel is Presented (vv. 16-17)

16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous

shall live by faith.”

James Rose captures the idea of the text:  “When the effect of the gospel is all-

important in the Church, the force of the gospel is unstoppable in the world.”

Power of God=Gospel (dynamite of God)

The power of GOD can change your life:  Charles Colson  went from Government

scandal to Watergate  -  Prison  -  Conversion  -  Christian Writer - to speaker at

the NACC



FAITH is directly connected to the gospel and does not occur apart from it.

JESUS=Gospel.  If you have not been exposed to the gospel, there can be NO

FAITH and certainly NO RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.  Finally the teaching

from Romans is about “grace and truth.”  It is about Jesus!

Conclusion:  v. 16c says:  “to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”  The gospel

is for everyone.  We dare not wait for our missionaries to win all the people

groups.  They are coming to America, and we need to begin reaching them

effectively - even next door.

In all too many cases, we still remain a white middle-class church free from people

of color and other cultures much to our shame.

Emil Brunner:  “The righteousness of God is realized in faith.  He who believes

lives by God’s word and action alone; he receives his life from God’s hand as a

lease and he lives as his liegeman  (servant).”  Everything we have is God’s and

ought to be fully invested in the Kingdom:

You might remember Ananias & Sapphira – They did not – not give, but lied about

the amount of commitment they were going to make.  Some of us need to repent

concerning the level of commitment we have made to Christ’s Church.

We need to be like Paul and spend ourselves in the struggle.

I like C.K. Barrett’s translation of verse 17:  “He that is righteous by faith shall

live.”  There is a great biblical promise and warning wrapped up in one phrase!

Faith is a gift you must receive from God.  Simply ask Him for it if you are serious

about turning from your sin and living for Him.  He will entrust you with this

precious gift and then you can live righteously with God and and the Holy Spirit’s

help.  Confess Him as Lord today, be baptized in water washing your sin away,

and be saved.


